
                                                                          
 

 
THE DISTRICT OF INDIA 

OCTOBER 2017 

THE DISTRICT UPDATES  

 
BLESSED CHAMINADE PARISH 

 
On September 26th and 27th, Blessed 
Chaminade Parish in Singhpur celebrated the 
feast day of St. Monica. She is accepted as a 
good mother who transformed her husband 
and her son, St. Augustine. Mothers in the 
parish look to her as a model in their life. The 
two-day program included recollection, a 
prayer service, and a solemn Mass for the 
mothers. After the solemn Mass, there was a 
cultural program followed by dance and 
lunch. About 1200 women, their husbands, 
and children participated in the program. The 
Brothers and Sisters from the Gyan Deep 
community, Fidel Nilaya community, 
Nazareth Nilaya and Singhpur community 
joined the parish to make the event a grand 
and successful one. 

 
TEACHERS’ DAY 
In India, September 5th is celebrated as 
Teachers’ Day when teachers are honoured 
for their contribution to society through their 
selfless service. September 5th is the birthday 
of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakirshnan, a scholar and 
President of India who was also a committed 
teacher.  
 
The students of our educational institutions 
across the District paid tribute to the 
Brothers for their contributions as good 

teachers. The students of Prabhat Tara High 
School,  
 
Singhpur, took the Brothers and teachers in 
procession for a cultural program.  
 

 
Bro. Prakash accompanied by a student. 

 
The program culminated with Bro. Prakash 
Kujur’s talk to the students and fellow 
teachers. In his talk, he shared with them the 
uniqueness and goodness of Marianist 
education and the commitment of the 
Brothers to serve the poor through this 
educational ministry.    
 

 
Brothers and the Teachers of St. Joseph’s school 

 
St. Joseph’s School, Budakata, Odisha’s 
students also hosted an impressive 
celebration to honour the Brothers and 
teachers on Teacher’s Day. One of the 
students expressed that “We pay our respect 
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to our Brothers and teachers who inspire us 
the same way as Dr. Radhakrishnan inspired 
his students. They are always willing to help 
us whenever we need their help.” The 
Brothers and teachers acknowledged the 
students’ gratitude and appreciation.  
 

 
The Professors and the Students of the Deephalli 

Program 

The students in the University of Dayton 
Deephalli Program also organized a special 
cultural program to express their tribute to 
their teachers. Their cultural program 
brought happiness to their teachers who 
were energized by the tribute expressed by 
their students.  

 
DR. MARGARET MIZE 

 
 
Dr. Margaret Mize is an Assistant Professor of 
Education of Chaminade University of 
Honolulu. She has taught at Chaminade 
University for fourteen years.  In 2012, she 
taught English to the novices at Nirmal Deep 
for five weeks, which led her to fall in love 
with India. After teaching for several years at 
Chaminade University, she and her husband 
have decided to return to India to offer their 
service to our Brothers. At present she is 
teaching English 100 to twenty-eight 

students and an advance level of Education 
courses to the second and third year students 
at the UD Deepahalli Program, Bangalore. 
Her husband, Ed DaSilva, also teaches an 
English course to the students. 

 
BRO. DELMAR JORN 
On September 8th, the scholasticate 
community celebrated the Feast of the 
Nativity of Mary and highlighted Bro. Delmar 
Jorn's 60th anniversary of Marianist 
profession during the liturgical celebration.  
 

 
Bro. Del 

 
It was a surprise celebration for Bro. Del and 
he happily renewed his Marianist 
commitment as he first did 60 years ago. 
After the liturgical celebration the 
community and the District Administration 
hosted a get-together in honour of Bro. Del’s 
dedication to the District of India. 
 

 
Fr. James with the candidates 
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On September 8th, the pre-novices and the 
pre-aspirants happily celebrated the Feast of 
the Nativity of Mary in the liturgy and hosted 
a nearby Claretian community for a 
fellowship meal and a fabulous football 
match.  
 
TEMPORARY PROFESSED ACCOMPANIMENT 
Fr. James Dungdung facilitated the temporary 
professed accompaniment program in the 
north. The accompaniment program was 
contacted on September 9th and 10th in 
Nirmal Deep, Ranchi.   

 
Fr. James with the Brothers 

Bros. Jerin, Telesphore, Filix, Pratab and 
Bineet participated in the two-day program 
to enhance their ministry experience and to 
share their experiences in their various 
ministry communities. The two-day program 
had input sessions; also it invited the 
Brothers to learn from each other’s 
experiences in new places.  
 
REDS RANCHI - LITTLE CAMP PROGRAM  

 

On September 23rd and the 24th, the REDS 
Program organized a “Little Camp Program” 
in Fidal Nilaya for the children who study 
from the first standard to the sixth standard. 
Two hundred and ninety-four students 
participated.  The program kept the children 
engaged in various activities from the 
morning to till the evening. The days began 
with morning mediation and yoga. 
September 24th was highlighted by Fr. James 
Dungdung’s presentation which helped the 
children understand the important of the use 
of time.  

 
Frs. Xavier, James and Bro. Paulus. 

 
Bro. Paulus Lakra, the Program Director, was 
extremely pleased with the Brothers’ and 
staff’s involvement in making the program a 
successful event. Fr. Xavier Raj also expressed 
his happiness over the superb participation 
of the children and the REDS staff. Bro. 
Paulus Lakra is very thankful to all those who 
helped make this program a fruitful event. 
On September 24th, the District 
Administration added more joy to the 
children and staff by participating in the 
morning’s activities.  
 
VISIT TO THE CARDINAL 
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Bro. Sanjay, Fr. Sudhir with Cardinal 

On September 25th, the District 
Administration paid a visit to His Eminence 

Archbishop Telesphore Placidus Cardinal 
Toppo. It was a friendly visit aimed at 
strengthening our relationship with the 
Archdiocese of Ranchi and its mission.  
 
DIRECTORS' MEETINGS 
On the 26th and 27th, the directors’ meeting 
was held in Asha Deep, Binda. It was an 
important occasion for all the community 
directors of the District to come to Asha 
Deep, Binda, for a two-day workshop.  

 
Bro. Lucian presents a talk to the Directors 

 

The workshop focused on various practical 
aspects of our Marianist life in the District. Fr. 
Sudhir reminded the directors of their role as 
leaders in the communities. Fr. Jinu 
presented a talk on the accompaniment and 
mixed composition. Bro. Lucian helped the 
directors to understand the importance of 
budgeting and the implications of the new 
tax system (GST) in our communities at large 
and the GST’s impact on the Charitable Trust. 
Bro. Darwin presented “The Principal 
Characteristics of Marianist Administration.” 
The workshop concluded with Bro. Sanjay’s 

session, which invited the directors to share 
their inputs and suggestions for the District 
Administration. The District Administration is 
thankful to Asha Deep Community members 
for providing the Brothers with a delightful 
atmosphere for the workshop. 
 
DISTRICT CHAPTER 
On the 27th to 29th, the District Chapter was 
held in Nirmal Deep, Ranchi. The chapter had 
five members by right and eight members by 
election. Bro. Dennis Schmitz assisted the 
chapter members with the necessary 
technical assistance.   

 
The District members along with Bro. Dennis 

 
Bro. Santhosh Savarimuthu, Bros. George 
Hans and Jerin Pananthanam were generous 
in doing the documentation work for the 
District Chapter. Their service to the chapter 
was immensely appreciated. The District 
Chapter members are so grateful to Fr. Arul 
Raj, Fr. James Dungdung, Bro. George Majhi, 
Bro. Ananias Tete and the candidates at 
Nirmal Deep for their assistance in setting up 
their community for the Chapter. The 
birthdays of two District Chapter members, 
Frs. Jinu and Birendra, brought more 
happiness to the Chapter members because 
the celebrations gave the opportunity to pray 
for these Brothers and their contributions to 
the Marianist family in India; also their 
birthdays led to some simple celebrations. 
The minutes of the District Chapter will be 
sent to the Provincial Administration for 
ratification.   
 
OCTOBER 2ND 
The day holds much significance in India 
because it is the birthday of its national 
father, Mahatma Gandhi. For us Marianists, 
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however, October 2nd is also the 200th 
anniversary of the foundation of our Society 
of Mary.  

 
The participants of the Day at Nirmal Deep 

 
In the north, the Marianist family gathered in 
Nirmal Deep to celebrate the day with the 
solemn Mass and a festive meal. The day 
began with Bro. Santosh’s presentation about 
Marianist history, followed by an hour of 
adoration and holy Mass. The Mass was 
presided over by Fr. Sudhir and the co-
celebrants were Frs. Jinu, Arulraj and various 
Marianist priests. The Marianist family had 
another reason to rejoice because, on this 
day, fourteen of our pre-aspirants officially 
entered the program as aspirants.  
 

 
Frs. Arulraj and James with the Aspirants 

 
This event brought Marianist Sisters from the 
Ranchi communities, Marianist Brothers from 
Ranchi, Orissa, and Bihar communities, and 
the MLC members from Ranchi area, which 
made the day more meaningful and joyous.  
 

 
Frs. Mariandu, Varghese and Deacon Rajmohan 

 
In the south, the Brothers from the 
Bengaluru communities came together in 
Deepahalli for a solemn Mass and a festive 
meal. The program of the day began with a 
friendly volleyball match between the 
Brothers and other socializing. The day was 
highlighted with a solemn Mass which was 
presided over by Fr. Varghese and co-
celebrants Fr. Mariandu and Deacon Raj 
Mohan. The day ended with a bicentennial 
presentation by Bro. Mark Ormand and a 
festive meal.  
 
PERSONNEL UPDATES 
Bro. Raymond Toppo is assigned to Infant 
Nilaya and he will serve in the REDS 
Bangalore.  
 
Bro. Anup Kullu’s college has granted him a 
three-week holiday for the Dasara festival. 
He will spend his holiday time in Chaminade 
Nilaya; he will also attend a week-long 
retreat. 
  
PRAYER REQUESTS  
Your prayers are deeply appreciated for Bro. 
Tom Oldenski who will go through an 
operation for his hip-replacement.  
 
Please kindly remember Bro. Praveen 
Kumar’s mother, who is ill, in your prayers.  
 
R. Anthonysamy, the father of Fr. Mariandu 
needs our prayers. He is suffering from 
nymoniya and he needs to go through an 
operation for the urinal blockage. 
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Bro. Louis Ernst, SM, who died on September 
23, 2017, in San Antonio, Texas, was the first 
cousin and a close friend of Bro. Delmar Jorn, 
SM. Let’s continue to pray for the soul of Bro. 
Louis Ernst and offer our deepest 
condolences to Bro. Del and those who miss 
Bro. Louis. 
 
Roshit Bodra passed away on October 4, 
2017. His mother is an MLC member. He was 
our UKG student at Roman Catholic Middle 
School Roro, Binda. Please pray for his soul 
and his family members’ peace and 
consolation.  
 
 

 
 


