
Page 1   Faustino Tidings 

 

Inside this issue: 

Arrival of Candi-

dates, 

First Family 

Night, 

Birthday Bells 

for the “Young” 

Director 

 

 

 

 

1 

Independence 

Day, 

Teacher’s Day, 

Onam Celebra-

tions 

 

 

2 

Recollection, 

The Promise Day, 

Birthday Cele-

brations 

 

 

3 

World Day of 

Prayer, 

Festival of 

Lights, 

Bumper Crops, 

Canine Family 

 

 

4 

 

Glimpses of Na-

ture 

5 

 

The Arrival, Wel-

coming and Ori-

entation of the 

New Candidates 

This year, the new 

Candidates ar-

rived in the 

Faustino Commu-

nity on the 23rd of 

June from differ-

ent parts of the 

country. The staff 

took them on a 

tour of the proper-

ty and introduced 

them to the basics 

of community life 

through an orien-

tation program 

that lasted for 

three days. On 2 

July, the Candi-

dates were official-

ly welcomed with a 

colourful cultural 

program. The Can-

didates began tak-

ing their classes on 

4 July after a short 

prayer service.  

FAUSTINO TIDINGS 

Greetings from the Faustino Community, Bangalore, India. 

We are very glad to share our Marianist life with you through 

the medium of this newsletter. Here are the major events of 

2016 so far:  

The First Family Night  

Family Nights in the Faustino Communi-

ty are occasions to display the potentials 

of each person.  The first Family Night of 

the year 2016-17 took place on 30 July. 

The Candidates gave speeches, sang 

songs in different languages, and per-

formed comedy skits and dances. The 

event provided an occasion to discern the 

spark of talents in these young men. It is 

our sincere prayer that these talents may 

bloom to the full in the coming days.  

 

Birthday Bells for the “Young” Director 

The Community celebrated the birthday of its “ever-young” Director, Bro. Oscar Kerket-

ta, on August 10 in a simple, but profound way. It was also the first opportunity for the 

Candidates to witness and participate in the birthday celebration in the Marianist Way. 

The atmosphere was filled with birthday wishes and prayers that culminated in a fes-

tive meal. We wish Bro.Oscar many more years of a fruitful Marianist life. Stay young 

for ever Bro. Oscar! 
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Independence Day and The Feast of 

Assumption 

On 15 August, we had multiple reasons to 

celebrate. After the solemn mass that 

highlighted the Assumption of our Holy 

Mother and the Independence Day of our dear 

nation, the Faustino Community joined the 

Vidya Sagar Community in celebrating the 

70th Independence Day of India. Dr. 

Pushparajan, a well-known Gandhian scholar 

and a dear friend of the Marianists was the 

chief guest of the occasion. In his message, Dr. 

Pushparajan exhorted the Brothers to get out 

of their comfort zones in the religious life and  

challenge the evils that threaten the integrity 

of our nation. He urged that we should work 

together to preserve the freedom of speech and 

religion which we inherited from the great 

souls of our freedom struggle.    

Onam Celebrations 

Onam is the state festival of Kerala, a 

southern state of India. It is celebrated in the 

memory of a righteous and virtuous 

legendary king named Mahabali (“the man of 

great sacrifice”), whose reign was marked 

with prosperity, justice and equality. On 17 

September, the Faustino Community joined 

in the Onam celebrations organized in the 

Deepahalli campus. The Candidates 

prepared “pookkalams” (floral decorations), 

and enjoyed a sumptuous meal with several 

traditional delicacies of Kerala.   

Teachers’ Day Celebrations 

5 September is a day dedicated for honouring 

teachers in India. The Candidates took this 

occasion as an opportunity to express their 

gratitude to their ‘gurus’ by organizing a 

simple, but meaningful celebration. They 

thanked all their teachers, especially Mr. 

Solomon, our dedicated lay teacher who 

commutes a great distance to help our 

Candidates learn English. The teaching 

Brothers and Mr. Solomon were moved by 

the expression of gratitude by the 

Candidates.  
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Mr. Solomon with the Faustino Community 

Independence Day Celebrations 

 

Right : Floral Decorations During the Onam Celebrations 
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The Promise Day 

24 September marked the for-

mal entry of the Candidates 

into the Aspirancy program 

after being with the Faustino 

Community for three long 

months. Fr. Sudhir Kujur, the 

Assistant District Superior of 

the Marianists in India, presid-

ed over the solemn Eucharist. 

The Candidates took a promise 

that they would aspire earnest-

ly to discern their vocation by 

living the Marianist Communi-

ty life in its real spirit. The 

Candidates are addressed as 

Aspirants once they make their 

promises. Several Marianists 

present in the occasion gifted 

the 7 new Aspirants with Mari-

anist medals and garlands.  

 

 

Recollection and Sacrament of Reconciliation  

The Faustino Community had a Day of Recollection on 18 September to prepare the 

Candidates for their formal entry into the Aspirancy program. Bro. Renny explained to them 

the meaning of the promises they were to make, and Fr. Arul prepared them for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Candidates were excited to make their confession for the 

first time in English.  

Birthday Celebration 

On September 27, the 

Community celebrated the 

birthday of one of our dear 

members Bro. Arockia Doss 

Mullai, who is also  the senior-

most Marianist in the campus. 

The aspirants were fortunate 

to listen to Bro. Mullai who 

gave them tips on how to 

remain physical ly  and 

spiritually healthy. Bro. Doss 

ministers in St. Joseph-

Chaminade Academy in the 

campus, but often finds time 

and helps the Aspirants in 

learning music and English.  
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The Candidates making their promises during the  Eucharist 

The Aspirants with the staff after the Eucharistic celebration 

Right: Bro. Doss at the Birthday party 
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Bumper Crops  

The land at Deepahalli recog-

nized the hard work of the As-

pirants and has produced bump-

er crops of beans, tomatoes, 

groundnuts and papayas. We 

are now facing the problem that 

had been foretold by Jesus, “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the la-

bourers are few.” The harvest is 

being shared with the other 

Marianist communities.  

 

Celebrating the Festival of 

Lights 

Deepawali is the festival of 

lights. On October 29, the 

Faustino Community celebrated 

Deepawali by lighting lamps 

symbolizing the victory of good 

over the dark powers of evil. 

Clay lamps illuminated the 

chapel and the surroundings. 

For Christians in India, 

Deepawali is the occasion to 

remember Christ, the Light and 

His triumph over death.  

 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

World Day of Prayer 

Faustino Community joined the 

members of the Family of Mary 

from different parts  of 

Bengaluru in celebrating the 

World Day of Prayer. On 

October 23, the group made a 

pilgrimage to The Mother of 

Mines Shrine, Kolar, Karnataka 

and celebrated the event in a 

prayerful atmosphere. The 

Aspirants led the Rosary 

Service. 

 

New Members in the Canine Family 

Faustino Community has adopted two members of the 

canine family at Deepahalli . We thank Bro. Basant, the 

Scholasticate Director for gifting two puppies of Gabi, 

the canine pet at the Scholasticate to us. Both puppies 

are given the names of Biblical characters: Rufi (short 

name for Raphael) and Dani (short name for Daniel). 

They are giving a hard time to the Brothers as they are 

in constant search for things they could chew. Visitors to 

the campus are advised to keep your footwear away 

from them.   

The Aspirancy chapel decorated with lights on Deepawali 
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Glimpses of Nature 

Amid the fast diminishing greenery of the city of Bangalore, Deepahalli remains as a little para-

dise. We invite you to take a quick glance at the captivating beauty of nature at the campus.  

For more photos, visit  http://rennyworld.blogspot.in/  

The Faustino Community wishes you all a Blessed Advent.  

 

 

http://rennyworld.blogspot.in/

