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# 253 - July 2016 FIRST PROFESSIONS IN AFRICA:  
IVORY COAST AND TOGO 
 

I vory Coast: Saturday, June 

25, 2016, saw Bros. Charles 

Diambra, Germain Kedia and 

Yves Kouakou consecrate their 

lives to the Lord in professing 

their first vows in the Society of 

Mary (Marianists). The cere-

mony took place in the parish 

church of Saint Bernard of Adi-

apodoumé.   
 

The large Marianist Family of 

Ivory Coast was present at the 

beautiful celebration, as were 

the parents of the newly pro-

fessed, members of several other 

religious congregations, friends and acquaintances of the Marianists.  Fr. Gautier Somé, SM, presided 

at the Mass.  In his homily, he invited the young professed to live their lives always centered upon the 

person of Jesus Christ.  Thus, he said, “just as flies avoid the pan that is on the fire, may you always be 

deep into the fire of the love of the Lord Jesus in order to be strong in the face of possible tempta-

tions.” 
 

Their vows were received by the Superior of the District, Fr. Georges Gbeze, SM, representing the 

Provincial Superior of France-Belgium. After the Mass, a festive meal was shared with songs and 

dances at the Marianist novitiate.   
 

 

T ogo: There are now also two new Togolese Marian-

ists. Bros. Henri Baragou and David Mignuoma 

professed their first vows on June 25, 2016, in the 

Collège Chaminade of Kara.  In his homily that day, Fr. 

Ignace Pagnan, SM, Regional Superior of Togo, stressed 

the double context in which we live:  the 50th anniversary 

of Vatican Council II, which clearly defined the religious 

life; and the celebration of our own bicentennial, under-

stood as a “Marianist prolongation” of the Year of the 

Consecrated Life, which called all religious to turn more 

strongly to their charism.  
 
 

The next day, June 26, a Mass of Thanksgiving was offered in Don Bosco Parish in Kara. The con-

gratulations stretched out all the day into the evening at the brothers’ houses. 
 

Our congratulations to all the new brothers! 

Bros. Yves, Germain and Charles. 

Bro. Baragou. Bro. Mignouna. 
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VISITATION OF THE REGION OF CANADA 
 

F rom June 1-9, Fr. Manuel 

Cortés, SM, and Bro. Michael 

McAward, SM, visited the broth-

ers of the Region of Can-

ada.  There are 20 members of 

this Region, and all but four are 

living in the Province of Quebec, 

near the Atlantic coast.  Two oth-

ers are in the Province of Mani-

toba, one is in Toronto, and one is 

i n  m i s s i o n  i n  N a i r o b i , 

Kenya.  The visit included stays 

in all four communities of Que-

bec, and included the opportunity 

for community meetings, per-

sonal interviews and sharing of 

the life and mission of the mem-

bers.  As is a regular practice during visitations, the members of the General Council took time to visit 

with members in health-care centers, and to pray at the tomb of the deceased members of the Region. 
 

The Region of Canada faces clear challenges due to the aging of its members.  With an average age of 

82, the highest of any Unit in the SM, they were anxious to discuss their plans for the future, which will 

certainly include some form of restructuring.  In discussions with the members of the General Council, 

several options were presented and a fruitful dialog has begun.  All members of the SM are asked to 

keep this ongoing dialog and eventual decisions in their prayers. 
 

It was a par-

ticular joy for 

the General 

Counselors to 

celebrate with 

the religious of 

Canada a Re-

gional Assem-

bly, as well as 

the jubilees of 

three members 

of the Region, 

and a special 

L u c e r n a i r e 

(service of light) in thanksgiving for the many years of dedicated 

service to the life and mission of the Marianists in Canada, since 

1880. 

Part of the group of the miniPart of the group of the mini--retreat.retreat.  

▲ Visiting Louise Brissette, a wonderful Canadian woman who has adopted 27 highly incapacitated 
boys and girls in a location near our community in St Anselme, Québec, Canada.  In Haïti, she has 

rented our novitiate house and has taken in seven more Haïtian children.   

Fr. Gérard Blais, SM, Superior, with two Fr. Gérard Blais, SM, Superior, with two   

Jubilarians of the Region (Fr. Jacques Breton Jubilarians of the Region (Fr. Jacques Breton 

and Fr. Gabriel Arsenault.)and Fr. Gabriel Arsenault.)  
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APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT OF THE CEM  

(MARIANIST EUROPEAN CONFERENCE) 
 

T he Superior General, Fr. Manuel Cortés, SM, after deliberation with his 

Council, has named Bro. Jean-Marie Leclerc, SM, as President of the 

Marianist European Conference for a term of five years, beginning July 1, 

2016, and ending June 30, 2021.  
 

This is a new era opening for the European Zone, which will operate according 

to its new statutes ratified last February 15.  That text also defines the role of 

the new president.   
 

Thanks to Bro. Jean-Marie for his availability to provide this service to the So-

ciety of Mary! 

REGIONAL SUPERIOR OF ARGENTINA 
 

T he Superior General of the Society of Mary, Fr. Manuel Cortés, SM, 

with his Council, has named Fr. Javier de Aguirre, SM, as new Regional 

Superior of Argentina. His appointment is for a first term, beginning Novem-

ber 1, 2016, to last three years, according to the statutes of the Region.    
 

A thank to Fr. de Aguirre for his availability and his spirit of service to the life 

and mission of the Society in the Region.  
 

We also thank Fr. Andrés Tocalini, SM, outgoing superior, for all that he has 

done for the Region.  

THE MARIANISTS AND THE MEIJI RESTORATION IN   

JAPAN (1888-1931) 
 

S uch is the title which Fr. José María Salaverri, SM, has given 

to a book just published by the Servicio de Publicaciones 

Marianistas of the Province of Spain. 
 

In the book, at which he worked for many years, using original 

writings of the brothers themselves, Fr. Salaverri offers the reader 

the opportunity to relive one of the most beautiful pages of Marian-

ist missionary history, that of our foundation in Japan.  It was the 

outcome of the faith and patient tenacity of the founders: the results 

of Mary’s evident protection to whom all the early schools were 

dedicated.   
 

The rich and ancient culture of Japan would henceforth be marked 

by that new Christian and Marian touch.  In this Jubilee Year, let’s 

also look at the past with gratitude and to the future with hope.  A 

French translation is currently underway so as to render the book 

accessible in the language of those first missionaries.  
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MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL ATTEND 

AMU (ASSOCIATION OF MARIANIST UNIVERSITIES) 

SYMPOSIUM 
 

B ros. Maximin Magnan, SM, and Mi-

chael McAward, SM, joined some 150 

participants in a special symposium 

sponsored by the Association of Marianist 

Universities (AMU).   
 

The event, which brought together religious 

and lay collaborators from the three Marianist 

universities in the USA, was held from June 

12-15 in St. Louis.   
 

The theme was Right Relationships at Mari-

anist Universities.  Presentations and discus-

sions focused on our call to witness the Gos-

pel and Marianist Charism within all aspects 

of the university setting; the need for deep and ongoing formation of those who are engaged in this impor-

tant work; and a celebration of the many positive elements already taking place.   
 

A variety of speakers, from both within the AMU community and beyond it, gave keynote addresses foster-

ing formal and informal dialog among the members. Bro. Maximin, Assistant General for Education, deliv-

ered one of these addresses.  
 

In addition, rich liturgies and fellowship during meals punctuated an excellent experience.   
 

Kudos to the leadership of the AMU and the Office of Education of the Province of the USA for organizing 

an outstanding event. 

Bro. Max Magnan.Bro. Max Magnan.  

G.-JOSEPH CHAMINADE AND MARIE-THÉRÈSE DE 

LAMOUROUS, WITNESSES OF MERCY  
 

T he Archdiocese of Bordeaux has chosen to highlight these two Foun-

ders, as well as Fr. Pierre-Bienvenu Noailles, Founder of the Holy 

Family Secular Institute of Bordeaux.  A theatrical performance in their 

honor was offered in 

the Cathedral of 

Saint André in Bor-

deaux on Thursday, 

May 19.  It was pre-

pared by Mme Dene-

poux, stage director, 

with the involvement 

of students from 

schools of each of 

the three religious families – including our own 

Collège Grand-Lebrun. That initiative, along with 

the success of the performance, shows the popu-

larity still enjoyed by Fr. Chaminade and the other two Founders. What an encouragement for us! 
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• Death Notice: # 14. 

G.A. CG.A. COMMUNICATIONSOMMUNICATIONS      

RRECENTLYECENTLY S SENTENT  

G.A. CG.A. CALENDARALENDAR  

• July (entire month): Members of the G.A. 
(MC, AF & MAX) attend, on various dates, 
HORIZONS Program ‘16 (www.icmf.info) in 
Irún, Spain. 

 

• July 20 - Aug. 2: AF & MMc participate to the 
World Youth Day 2016, in Krakow, Poland. 

BRIEF  NEWS OF THE  GUESTS OF THE G. A. 
 

 

• From June 9 to 16, Fr. Patrick 

McDaid, SM (US), was at Via Latina 22, 

accompanied by his parents. In Rome he 

had a full agenda, including the Wednes-

day audience at St. Peter’s square, when 

he met with Pope Francis, and could ex-

change with him some words. 
 

• Two Marianist brothers from Eastern 

Africa, Thomas Njari (June 16-27) and 

Kondwani Nalivata (June 29-30), spent a 

few days with us en route to the Hori-

zons 2016 Program in Irún, Spain.  We 

were quite happy to welcome them and 

to facilitate their trip onwards to Spain.  
 

• Bro. Thomas Oldenski, SM (US), spent five days here, from June 18 to 27. He is a member at the 

Organizing Team for Horizons 2016. 
 

 

• Bro. Thomas Farnsworth, SM (US), was our guest from June 25 to 30. He was in Florence for a 

Teaching Ministry Assignment from May 22 to June 25. He wrote: “An added blessing of hospitality 

and joy has been visiting the General Curia in Rome (Our Marianist Worldwide Headquarters). What 

a beautiful setting which takes up one city huge block - a roof terrace view of St. Peter's Dome and 

St. John Lateran both just a few miles away. ... The greatest gift is to have Brothers to share prayer, 

Holy Mass and meals and feel at home some 4,500 away! How is this all possible? Only by God's 

and Mary's Grace!  I am so thankful for the gift of my vocation as a Marianist Brother!” 


