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BRO. LAWRENCE CADA 

60 years of profession 
 

My hometown is Cleveland, Ohio. After graduating from Cathedral Latin School in 

1955, I went to the novitiate in Marcy, New York, where I made my first vows on Sept. 

8, 1956. As a scholastic in Dayton, I majored in mathematics, and completed graduate 

studies in mathematics and philosophy at Catholic University (Washington, D.C.) and 

Fordham (New York, New York). Between 1962 and 1985, I taught mathematics or 

philosophy at University of Dayton, Cleveland State University, Borromeo Seminary  in 

Cleveland, Ohio, Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and in an 

extension program of the University of Dayton for Marianist candidates in Nairobi, 

Kenya. 

 

Starting in the 1980s I have had various involvements with gay ministry, both within 

the Society of Mary and in the larger U.S. Church. This has been one of my most 

rewarding experiences as a Marianist. In this regard, the Society has been wonderful. I 

have found the atmosphere and support to embrace my orientation, to integrate it with 

my Marianist life, and to neutralize hostile and damaging attitudes toward 

homosexuality that so often arise in our Church and society in general. 

 

From 1997 to 2005, I worked in Prague, Czech Republic, attempting to found a 

Marianist lay community or a Marianist community in the Czech Republic. This effort 

did not succeed, but it gave me an opportunity to help the Church in a country with a 

large number of atheists and a small number of church-goers. I also was able to get in 

deeper touch with my ethnic roots as a Czech-American. 

 

From my scholasticate days in the 1950s, to the present, Marianist studies have been a 

love of my life. I spent the 1977-’78 school year on sabbatical in Europe to learn French 

and to study Fr. Chaminade’s manuscripts and other materials at the archives of the 

Marianist General Administration in Rome. I was involved with many of the Marianist 

studies programs from 1970 to 1987. Through the years, I have prepared many 

publications and offered many programs at the North American Center for Marianist 

Studies, where I am employed at present. 

 


