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Dear Friends of the Marianists,

You will read many fine stories in this issue of ALIVE
magazine, but there are two that are especially impor-
tant to me.    

The LIFE (Living in Faith Experience) program grew
out of an initiative by the brothers in the former 
St. Louis Province in the 1970s. They wanted to find

a meaningful way to engage young people
to strengthen their faith and give them a
good experience of Marianist community. 
I first became involved with this program in
1977 while I was doing theological studies
and continued involvement during my years
at Purcell Marian High School in Cincinnati.
It was a wonderful experience for our students
— both during the summer week-long
program and during the year-long weekly
meetings. Years later, one of the students
told me, “I wish I could give my children
that same experience.”

In this issue, you’ll find a story called
“LIFE’s Treasures”, (page 10) about people
who have done just that — generations of

LIFErs! You will hear about the effect LIFE has had on
parents and their desire to pass it on to their children.
This dynamic reflects the apostolic perspective of our
founder, Blessed William Joseph Chaminade.

The other story that touches me deeply is called
“The Invitation: A Wedding Inspires Gifts for Kids in
Poverty”, (page 14) featuring Greg and Annie Moredock,
both graduates of the University of Dayton. I first met
Greg, a UD honors student, between his junior and

senior years. He was part of a group of five “Berry
Scholars” who came to Kenya in June 2009, just before
I returned to the United States. For six weeks, these
young people assisted at Our Lady of Nazareth 
Primary School (OLN) in the Mukuru kwa Njenga
slum of Nairobi — painting, helping teachers and
students, assisting in the computer lab and playing
soccer with the students. That summer opened their
eyes to another culture and to the realities of deep
poverty. It was a great experience for them and a
memorable one for the children at OLN. Everyone
who spends time in such a place is deeply changed
by it.

I was pleased to preside at Greg and Annie’s wedding
in November 2015 at the Chapel of the Immaculate
Conception at UD. They asked wedding guests to
donate a gift to OLN in lieu of a wedding gift for them.
These donations will supply school materials and
scholarship funds for needy kids half a world away.
This, too, is part of a Marianist spirit of “passing it on”
— the contagion of a faithful and generous heart.

We are grateful for your faithful and generous
hearts as well. We pray for you daily and ask that
Christ and Our Blessed Mother fill your lives with
peace and joy. 

In Christ and Mary, 

Father Martin Solma, SM
Provincial

Father Martin Solma, SM

A Message
from the Provincial
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Marianist Lay Communities in
Honolulu respond to Jesus’ call
for compassion.

By Jan D.  Dixon

“I WAS IN
PRISON
AND YOU
VISITED ME”
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“Iwas 29 years old,” says Kimmy Takata,
recalling her first day of prison at 
a women’s correctional facility in 
Honolulu, a reality that became painfully

clear when she was handed a new inmate kit: a box
containing a trash bag, three uniforms, three pairs of
underwear, two bras, a rain coat, a towel, a face cloth,
a sheet, a blanket and a used pillow. 

Kimmy faced a 20-year prison sentence for drug-
related offenses. “I was a meth addict,” she says. She
also is the mother of six children. According to a 2015
report by the Prison Policy Initiative, nearly two-thirds
of women in prison are moms with kids under 18.
“As an addict, I wasn’t thinking about my kids,” says
Kimmy. “It was all about getting drugs and numbing
my pain.” 

Women are the fastest growing population of inmates
in the United States, nearly double the rate of men,
although men account for 90 percent of people behind
bars. The vast majority of women are convicted of
low-level drug or property crimes. A disproportionate
number are women of color and from low-income
communities. In Hawai’i, although Native Hawaiians
comprise 20 percent of the population, they make 
up 40 percent of the prison population. Kimmy is
Native Hawaiian. 

Hidden beneath these grim statistics are broken
families, shattered lives and deep pockets of shame. 
“I remember feeling so lost and broken,” says Joanne
Liupaona, a mother of three who also served time
for drug-related crimes.

Yet here at the crossroads of brokenness and pain
is where the Faith of Heart Marianist Lay Community
(Ka Manaʻo ʻiʻo o ka naʻau) felt called to make a difference.

Having attended a Marianist-sponsored workshop
on social justice in 2013, the  group felt compelled to
“do something,” says Grissel Benitez-Hodge, a com-
munity member and dean of students at Chaminade
University of Honolulu. Several months passed, how-
ever, while they prayed and discussed whether they
should get involved with incarcerated women. “Some
of us grew up with the belief that incarcerated people
are ‘bad.’ They had done something bad and deserved
to be in prison. So it was a bit scary, mainly because we
had to combat our own negative beliefs,” says Grissel.

With the enthusiastic support of Marianist Brother
Dennis Schmitz, “it’s amazing what has happened,”
says Grissel. The work has been transformative, not just
for former inmates, but for nearly everyone involved.
“I believe it’s the work of the Holy Spirit,” she says. 

“The path to prison is paved with trauma”
The road to prison is different for women than men.
“Women often have suffered from abuse,” says
Brother Dennis, who along with the lay community
has worked closely with the Oahu Going Home
Consortium, a faith-based group representing several
ministries that help women transition from prison. 

One of these organizations is the Pū‘ā Foundation,
which helped conduct a pilot study in 2012 in coop-
eration with the Women’s Community Correction
Center — the only women’s prison in Hawai’i. “You’d
be surprised by what we documented,” says Toni
Bissen, executive director of the foundation. “One
hundred percent of the women in that study were
trauma victims. Within the family and at a very early
age, women were molested, sexually abused and
traumatized by domestic violence. This trauma often
leads to prostitution, drugs and criminal activity, but

“You wonder, ‘what does it mean to be
forgiven?’ Most of us think we’re good-
for-nothing, that nobody likes or wants
us. So how can we forgive ourselves?”

– Kimmy Takata 
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Kimmy Takata, former inmate of the Women’s Community Correction Center, Honolulu



they are not the cause of incarceration. They are related
to the underlying brokenness caused by trauma. The
path to prison is paved with trauma.”

From the onset of Kimmy’s life, trauma was all
she knew. “I grew up in an abusive home,” she says.
“I remember thinking ‘no one cares for me, so why
should I?’”

Can prison be a place of healing?
Shortly after Mark Patterson, former warden at the
WCCC, took charge of the women’s facility in 2006,
he discovered that most women were drug offenders,
many suffered from psychiatric disorders and a sig-
nificant number were victims of trauma. They didn’t
need punishment, he concluded. They needed a safe
place where they could heal — a puʻuhonua — the
Hawaiian word for sanctuary. Together with the Pū‘ū
Foundation and others, the prison launched an initia-
tive that offers education, substance abuse treatment,
PTSD counseling, and other spiritual and therapeutic
support — a prison model that has received national
attention. Under this model, healing begins the moment

a woman walks through the prison gates. “Warden
Patterson told us, ‘You are forgiven. Leave it behind
and start your healing journey here,’” says Joanne.

But these words can be hard to accept. “You wonder,
‘what does it mean to be forgiven?’” asks Kimmy.
“Most of us think we’re good-for-nothing, that nobody
likes or wants us. So how can we forgive ourselves?” 

On the prison grounds, forgiveness is often a topic
of conversation. “Working with these women brings
the Gospel to life,” says Toni. “When I think about
judging them, I wonder: ‘Who is going to cast the
first stone?’ We’ve all made mistakes.”

For Grissel and her husband, Vincent, who has
worked alongside her in the prison ministry, “Listen-
ing to these women’s stories has touched our hearts.
We’ve learned to see them for who they are, not what
they did,” she says. 

Reentry: An overwhelming gauntlet
Transitioning back to civilian life poses many challenges.
“Imagine trying to find a job and coming across this
question on a job application: ‘Have you ever been
convicted of a crime?’” asks RaeDeen Keahiolalo-
Karasuda, director for the
Office of Native Hawaiian
Partnerships at Chaminade
University. “I know someone
who went through 95 job 
applications until he got a
job,” she says. “Most employ-
ers don’t want to hire a con-
victed felon.”

Besides a job, women must
find affordable housing. “Some
have families to return to,
but many do not,” says
Joanne, who was released in
2013 and worked for two
years at the Pū‘ā Foundation.
“There are women still in
prison because they have
nowhere to go.”

Finding healthy, supportive
relationships is another 
challenge. “Reconciling 
with family is important,”
says RaeDeen. “But many
have burned those bridges.” 

The Marianist Lay Com-
munity, comprised of 12 to 15
members, has assisted these
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Grissel Benitez-Hodge, member of the Faith
of Heart Marianist Lay Community and dean
of students at Chaminade University of 
Honolulu, with Marianist Brother Dennis Schmitz
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Toni Bissen, executive director, Pūʻā Foundation

“Working with these women brings
the Gospel to life. When I think
about judging them, I wonder:
‘Who is going to cast the first stone?’
We’ve all made mistakes.” 

– Toni Bissen
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women in a myriad of ways. Some visit a particular
woman throughout her incarceration. Others teach
life skills courses. Some help find suitable clothing for
job interviews or attend family picnics and celebra-
tions at the prison.

But helping with family reintegration “was where
we felt most called,” says Brother Dennis. “Our sense of
family spirit is something these families badly need.”

Blessings all around
Last fall the Marianist Lay Communities in Honolulu,
including a new student community called Sacred
Light (La‘a Kea), sponsored a family retreat for formerly
incarcerated women and their families at Chaminade
University. The retreat offered two days of activities
designed to help women communicate and celebrate
with their kids — “to be together as a family,” says
Toni, who helped organize the retreat.

The need for healing was evident. “Many mothers
are away from their families for so long. There is a lot
of hurt and guilt,” says Kimmy. 

Some women never reconnect with their children.
“But the Lay Marianists make us feel like family,”
says Kimmy. “I’ve never felt this much love in my
whole life. You need to feel loved — that’s what people

need most when they transition out 
of prison.”

RaeDeen sees the Marianist work as
part of a larger social justice movement, one
that “involves taking a stand for people
at the bottom rung of society,” she says.

Brother Dennis agrees. “We are not
doing this in isolation. We are part of a
seamless garment of efforts from Catholic
and ecumenical groups across the islands.
The possibilities are exciting.”

The future is brighter for Kimmy, too. She was 
released in 2013 after serving 13 years of her sentence.
Today she is a forensic peer specialist at the Pū‘ā
Foundation. Part of her job is educating young people
about the slide into criminal life. Through a perform-
ing ensemble called “Voices from the Inside,” she
and other former inmates share their stories through
“prison monologues”— poems they hope will educate
and inspire audiences.

“When I look at an audience with kids, I also see
my kids,” says Kimmy. “This is my passion: to let them
know they are not alone and that they can make 
better choices.”  �

Joanne Liupaono, a former inmate who served as a volunteer at the Marianist family retreat, takes a selfie with teen
participants; Faith Leasiolagi and Martin Moore, Chaminade students (far right) also helped lead teen breakout sessions.
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If your Marianist Lay Community is interested in learning more about Marianist 
social justice initiatives, please contact Jim Vogt at jimvogt2@yahoo.com.

“The Lay Marianists
make us feel like family.
I’ve never felt this much
love in my whole life.
You need to feel loved —
that’s what people need
most when they transition
out of prison.” 

– Kimmy Takata, former inmate of 
the Women’s Community Correction
Center, Honolulu
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Faced with turning points that often challenged him to grow, Marianist Father Tim Dwyer 
says his life has been punctuated by surprises and overflowing with grace.

By Jan D. Dixon

STRETCHED
BEYOND HIMSELF

Marianist Family Retreat Center staff with Marianist Father Tim Dwyer (center), left, Anthony Fucci, Marianist Brother Al Koch, Diane Read, Mary Snyder, Marianist Brother
Stan Zubek, Jessica Sherwen and Marianist Brother Ed Unferdorfer
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Marianist Father Tim Dwyer took a career aptitude test
in high school hoping it would point to a vocation.
He was floored by the results. “It showed I’d make a
good dentist,” he says. Before he had time to consider

the idea, the late Marianist Brother Bill Kennealy suggested another
path. “Have you considered religious life?” he asked.

“Lent was not far off, and he told me to pray about it,” says 
Father Tim. Growing up in St. Louis as
the only child of devout Catholic par-
ents and a large extended Irish family,
the notion of religious life wasn’t foreign
to him. Another influence factored in:
The Marianists who staffed De Andreis
High School in the city, one of the
schools Father Tim attended, “had a
big impact on me,” he says. The more
he prayed about it, “the more I was
drawn to this life.”

Shortly after graduating high school,
Father Tim headed to Galesville, 
Wisconsin, for a year at a Marianist
novitiate. In 1953, this was the first step
to becoming a Marianist. It was followed
by profession of vows, a year at a Mari-
anist scholasticate (a college preparatory
program) and university studies. 

Partway through his novitiate year,
Father Tim’s novice director threw 
him a curveball: “Would you consider
becoming a priest?” he asked.

“I definitely didn’t want to be a priest,”
recalls Father Tim. “I told him I wanted
to be a brother, teach high school and
coach kids.” 

But it was Lent. Again, Father Tim
was asked to pray about it. “I didn’t
want to give up my dream of teaching
kids and coaching,” he says. “Yet the
more I prayed, I felt drawn to the priesthood.” 

So he closed his eyes to a teaching career and said ‘yes’ to a priestly
vocation. “It’s the story of my life,” he says. “A critical life decision
appears, usually out of nowhere, and Lent is just around the corner.”

Each time, by God’s grace, he’d found himself heading in a new
direction — stretched beyond anything he could imagine.

A funny thing happened on the way to ordination
Although called early to the priesthood, it was several years before
Father Tim attended seminary in Fribourg, Switzerland. The interven-
ing years led to a sweet surprise. Graduating in 1957 with a degree
in English from St. Mary’s University, a Marianist school, Father Tim

was assigned to teach at St. Joseph High School, a Marianist school
in Texas. “The irony is that before I attended seminary I got to do
more teaching and coaching than I ever dreamed of,” he says.

There were other ironies. “I had a terrible aversion to public
speaking,” says Father Tim. He recalls entering a speech contest 
in high school and “my tongue got so dry, it stuck to the roof of
my mouth. I don’t remember what I said, but it didn’t go well.”

He vowed he’d never put himself in a 
position like that again. “But my whole
life as a Marianist priest has required
that I speak in front of groups and give
homilies,” he says, noting that, even
today, public presentations can be hard
for him.

“Going beyond myself”
Father Tim was ordained in 1968 and
began working as a chaplain in Marian-
ist high schools. But starting in 1972,
with a call to Marianist retreat ministry,
the following 43 years would test him
in new ways. Retreat work, formation
ministry (including a stint as rector at a
former Marianist seminary in Toronto),
several years in provincial administration
and other assignments, have provided
some surprising twists. Even his recent
assignment as chaplain for the Marianist
Family Retreat Center in Cape May Point,
New Jersey, came as a pleasant surprise.
“But I can’t say one position was best.
I’ve been happy in all my work,” he says. 

Yet it hasn’t been without challenges.
“It has stretched me to go beyond myself
— my interests and abilities,” he says.
Explaining further, he recalls the Frank
Sinatra song, “I Did It My Way.” 

“I’m glad I didn’t do it my way,” says
Father Tim, now 80. “I would never have become a Marianist. I would
never have become a priest, done retreat or formation work — any
of it,” he says.

“Doing life God’s way is full of grace and surprises,” says 
Father Tim. The biggest surprise is that there’s freedom in living
life God’s way. “You let go of control,” he says.  �

Please help the Marianists in caring for their elderly priests
and brothers by joining the St. Joseph Legacy Club. To donate,
use the enclosed envelope or go to marianist.com/donate. For
more information, contact Brother Alex Tuss, SM, at 937.222.4641,
ext. 3003, or alex.tuss@marianistmission.org.

“Doing life God’s
way is full of grace
and surprises.”
– Marianist Father Tim Dwyer
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Three families reflect on the impact of Marianist LIFE, 
an enduring faith-formation experience.

By John Schroeder

LIFE’s Treasures 

M
ost teenagers expect summer camp to
be fun. Few, however, anticipate that a
week-long camp experience will change
their lives forever.

Yet that’s how many former participants describe
the Marianist LIFE (Living in Faith Experience) camp
and the surprising ways it continues to shape their lives.

Launched more than 40 years ago, LIFE (held at
Marianist retreat centers in California, Ohio and Texas)
is designed to teach adolescents spiritual lessons, forge

friendships and instill Catholic values. It also offers
a taste of genuine Marianist community. To keep the
experience alive, campers follow up with weekly LIFE
meetings at their high schools and parishes. 

Across generations, several parents and their children
have shared the “LIFE experience.” ALIVE magazine
wanted to know: What was most meaningful? How
were they touched or changed by the experience?
How does it continue to influence them today? 

Pat Gilmore Pierret, front left, with Marianist Father Tim Dwyer, Marianist Sister Grace Walle and fellow campers from LIFE South 1977
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Pat, Kimberly and Ann Pierret
Culture shock. That’s what Pat Pierret remembers
about her family’s move from Philadelphia to Texas
during the summer of 1975. To ease their daughter’s
transition, her parents encouraged her to sign up for
a Marianist LIFE camp at Tecaboca, a Marianist retreat
center in the Texas Hill Country. 

To Pat’s astonishment, just before reaching the camp
they had to drive through the running waters of
Johnson Creek. “I remember thinking: What are
these people doing? You don’t drive through water!
If you do, you’ll drown!” she says. 

But having braved the crossing, she soon discovered
rich spiritual treasures — an awakening of faith and
a moral compass — that have guided her for life. LIFE
camp was a significant “turning point,” she says. It was
the first time she remembers authentically communi-

cating with God. A fellow camper also introduced her
to a favorite Scripture verse: “Act justly, love mercy and
walk humbly with your God,” she recites. It became
a guiding moral light, one she tries to live and instill
in her children.

For eldest daughter, Kimberly, LIFE South in 2004
offered the chance to expand her concept of church
beyond the schoolmates she’d known since childhood.
One contingent had come to Tecaboca from Miami.
Within weeks after their return home, Hurricane
Charley hit the south Florida coast. “We had become
a tight-knit group,” she recalls. Because of those per-
sonal ties, she worked tenaciously to support relief
efforts in Florida. 

That sense of solidarity traveled with Kimberly into
college and young adult life in Philadelphia, sparking
an enduring personal commitment to service projects

Kimberly Pierret, LIFE South 2004, with her mother, Pat, LIFE South1977. Pat works for Nolan Catholic High School, a former Marianist
school in Fort Worth.
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that improve housing for the poor. “It’s my favorite way
— beyond going to Mass on Sunday — of building
community and making friends,” she says.

Younger sister, Ann, calls her week at LIFE Pacific
in 2008 “reassuring.” Not only was there the chance
to meet peers from Hawai'i, California, Missouri and
Maryland, but also to find support from them. “It was
crucial for my faith development,” she says. “I found
I wasn’t weird for wanting to go to church or talking
about God. It was nice to know that I wasn’t an outlier.”

Ann credits LIFE with helping her spirituality
flourish during her remaining high school years, and
even more so when she started college in New York.
“I didn’t know anyone,” she says, “and I wanted a
sense of community.” She found it by aligning with
campus ministry and volunteering to lead student
retreats at Fordham University. “LIFE camp provided
the spark for that fire, along with the foundation for
my spiritual life today,” she says.

Mike and Eric Loyet
Mike Loyet attributes his more than 30 years in edu-
cation to a leap of faith he took by attending LIFE
South in 1975. While he wasn’t sure what he was
getting into, the experience led to a summer job at
Tecaboca three years later, and to budding friendships
with several vowed Marianists. 

At first, those dots seemed inconsequential, but it
wasn’t long before they started to connect. With a
college degree in accounting, teaching had no part in
his life plan — until a Marianist who served at LIFE
invited Mike to join the staff at St. John Vianney High
School, a Marianist school in St. Louis. Two stints
there, and the 10 years he worked at Chaminade
College Preparatory-St. Louis, another Marianist
school, have deepened his appreciation for the
camp’s influence. 

“It was life-changing,” Mike says. “That’s when 
I began to answer a calling according to God’s plan,
not mine.”

Although his youngest son, Tony, did not attend
LIFE camp (he was able to participate in the year-
long LIFE program at his school), Mike’s oldest son,
Eric, attended LIFE Pacific in 2005.

Eric describes the experience as “life-forming
rather than life-changing.” Wowed by the natural
beauty of the redwood forests, he remembers the
unique sensation of heading deep into the woods 
for a guided meditation by candlelight. “It grounded
me in being there at that exact moment,” he says. 
“I was totally at peace.” 

Being outside his usual circle of friends proved
fruitful, too. Kids from all over the United States 
attended the camp. “Hearing people from many 
different backgrounds gave me new ways to think
about faith,” he says.

Eric made a conscious effort to incorporate the
new perspectives as a student leader of the LIFE
program at his high school, Chaminade-St. Louis.
“There are questions about faith or big-picture thinking
that people might be scared to ask, but it turns out

Mike Loyet, LIFE South 1975, with his son, Eric, LIFE Pacific 2005. Mike is president
of St. John Vianney High School in St. Louis.
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everybody’s wondering the same thing,” he says.
“When you open up about it, you grow closer. 
LIFE helped me get comfortable with facilitating
those discussions.”

Mike and Veronica Wasno
The rugged beauty of the Texas Hill Country first
stirred Mike Wasno’s spirit when he and several
classmates arrived at Tecaboca in 1979. “Coming
down the hill and crossing the bridge was awesome,”
he recalls, noting that the dramatic vistas provided 
a welcome contrast to the Philadelphia suburbs
where he lived.

After the retreat, he noticed a change — a sense of
empowerment when his school, St. James High School,
a former Marianist school, invited him to lead student
retreats, organize prayer services and give witness talks.
A seedling of faith was planted at the summer LIFE
camp and has produced fruit ever since. Among other
things, it led to a term as a parish youth minister, long-
standing ties to the Marianist Family Retreat Center in
Cape May Point, New Jersey, and a leadership position
in the Marianist Lay Network of North America.

“At LIFE, they taught us how to interact with
people,” he says. “I’m a better communicator today

and more in tune with group dynamics because of
what I learned that summer.” 

For his daughter, Veronica, who attended LIFE
Central in 2012 at the Bergamo Center for Lifelong
Learning in Dayton, there was a bit of a surprise upon
arrival. Expecting a rustic setting like Tecaboca, instead
she found all the comforts of home nestled amid the
landscaped grounds of Mount Saint John. But the initial
disconnect quickly gave way to a distinct sense of family
spirit as she and classmates from the Maryland suburbs
were welcomed by student leaders and adult moderators.

One enduring lesson she recalls: “I’m on this earth
to be a person of peace,” she says, “and I can show
reverence to everyone, whether or not I happen to 
be their biggest fan.”

As for the week’s single greatest gift? “Being sur-
rounded by kids my age who were trying to find or
deepen their faith,” Veronica says. Her fellow LIFE
participants had chosen to be there, she notes, and
there’s strength in that kind of community. “That’s
something I consciously look for today,” she says. 
“I choose to be around people who choose to be 
engaged in faith.”  �

John Schroeder is a freelance writer from St. Louis.

Mike Wasno, LIFE South 1979, with his daughter, Veronica, LIFE Central 2012. Mike is president of the Marianist Lay Network of North America.
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W
hen Annie Paul and Greg Moredock decided to
marry, the two University of Dayton graduates
agreed on something most young couples would
find unthinkable: They didn’t set up a gift registry.

Forgoing the traditional cookware and towels, they instead invited
their guests to celebrate their marriage through a contribution to

Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School (OLN), a Marianist school
serving roughly 2,000 students in one of Nairobi’s worst slums.

Greg and Annie’s connection to OLN began in 2008 when Greg
and other juniors who had been awarded the prestigious Berry
Scholarship (now the Berry Summer Thesis Institute) were charged
with finding ways to help OLN as part of an engineering class.

By Shelly Reese

The Invitation: 
A Wedding Inspires Gifts for Kids in Poverty

Making a Difference
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When the class ended, Greg and four of his classmates
wanted to do more, so they petitioned UD to let them go on a
mission trip to OLN the following summer.

Before he left, Greg and Annie went shopping to purchase
a gift for the students. 

“I love basketball,” says Greg, so they went to a sporting
goods store and picked out the toughest basketball they could
find. “Something that would really last,” he says. They set-
tled on a durable $30 leather basketball. 

When Greg arrived at OLN the students greeted him with
warmth and laughter. They admired the basketball and
passed it around reverently. But no one dared play with it.

“They didn’t want to get it dirty,” says Greg, noting that
the level of poverty these boys experience is beyond any-
thing he has ever seen. “A $30 basketball was nothing to
me, but it was a month’s salary in Nairobi.”

For six weeks, Greg and other UD students taught classes and
did manual labor around the school. They created a science center
and painted and cut a track around the soccer field using only a
hand-held tool similar to a scythe.

While there Greg lived in community with seven Marianist
brothers and Marianist Father Martin Solma, former director of
OLN and now provincial. “We celebrated Mass every day and 
I discussed my faith with him while I was there. He became a close
mentor,” says Greg.

Although thousands of miles away, Annie experienced the world
of OLN through Greg’s emails and videos.

“What struck me is how grateful and happy these kids are to have
an opportunity to go to school,” she says. “School is their way out
of poverty, and it shows in how much they value being there.”

“It changes them forever”
Since that summer, Greg and Annie’s lives have played out like many
young couples. They graduated, earned advanced degrees and 
ultimately settled in Greg’s hometown of Springfield, Illinois, where
he practices civil law and she coordinates continuing education
programs for the state bar association. In 2014, after seven years 
.of dating, they decided to marry.

Several months before their wedding, Greg and Annie told 
Father Marty about their plan to ask wedding guests to support
OLN in lieu of sending gifts.

“I was surprised and deeply touched by their generosity,” says
Father Marty, who officiated at the couple’s wedding last fall at the
University of Dayton. “Even on their most special day, they were
thinking of others.”  

Yet, he says, their thoughtfulness makes perfect sense. “When
young people engage with deep poverty, as Greg did during his
six weeks at OLN, it changes them forever,” says Father Marty.
“Greg and Annie are graduates of the University of Dayton, a place
where ‘learn, lead and serve’ is in the DNA.”  

For Annie and Greg the decision was simple. “We didn’t want
to receive gifts just because we were getting married,” Greg says.
“We wanted people to celebrate with us.” Their family and friends
responded with an outpouring of more than $3,500 for the school. 

For Greg and Annie, who plan to visit OLN together one day,
the gifts are far more precious than china or crystal. “I want people
to know that these children’s lives are not all doom and gloom,”
says Greg. “Yes, they are incredibly poor, but they are still kids.
There is a lot of laughter. This school is helping them.”  �

Shelly Reese is a freelance writer from Cincinnati.

Interested in sponsoring a child at OLN? See our ad on the back cover or call 1.800.348.4732.

Opposite page: Greg Moredock with an OLN student in 2009

Greg Moredock playing basketball with OLN students

Marianist Father Marty Solma officiated 
at the wedding of Annie and Greg Moredock. 
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N
early every high school student in the
United States today has “global reach.” 

For instance, students compete live 
online with fellow video gamers in 

Hungary and Thailand, and they have Twitter 
followers in India. Their favorite bands may
be Australian or Swedish. Vines in Chile pro-
duced the grapes they had at lunch. Their
omnipresent phones were assembled by
hands in China with materials from Congo. 

It is a world their great-grandparents could
not have imagined. It is the world in which
they live, and it becomes more connected
with each passing day.

“This is the reality for our kids,” says Philip
Rone, principal of Chaminade College Prepara-
tory in St. Louis. “We need to make certain
they are prepared to thrive in a truly global society.”

With that in mind, Chaminade launched a program
called “Global Reach” in the fall of 2015. It is a collec-
tion of coursework, trips and international exchanges
that underscore the importance of a global outlook.

Old school, new vision
Chaminade is an all-boys school. Founded in 1910, 
it is among the oldest of the 18 secondary schools
sponsored by the Marianist Province of the United
States. It has an enrollment of 830 students in grades
six to 12. 

The elements that make up Global Reach grew 
organically at Chaminade, according to Philip. “We
were doing many things that our teachers developed
on their own, such as trips and international exchanges.
It made sense to collect them under one umbrella

program.” Some advantages include streamlined
processes for trips, along with development and
flow of curriculum. 

But the biggest advantage of the program is instill-
ing a global perspective — one that includes a sense
of global citizenship and respect for other cultures.
“As these boys enter college and take on more respon-
sibility in life, they will face a number of challenges
such as global financial crises, terrorism and environ-
mental sustainability,” says Philip. “We want to expose
them to multiple cultures and problem-solving per-
spectives so they are equipped to handle the world
they will inherit.”

Philip chose Jack Wilson, a social studies teacher
with two decades of experience at Chaminade, to lead
Global Reach. “We had been doing some wonderful

A program called ”Global Reach” at a Marianist high school prepares students 
to thrive in an interconnected world.

By Carol Dexter

GROWING UP 
GLOBAL

“We want to expose them to
multiple cultures and problem-
solving perspectives so they
are equipped to handle the
world they will inherit.”

– Philip Rone, principal, Chaminade-St. Louis

Opposite page: At the Abbey Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul,
Bath, England, Chaminade-St. Louis students Joe Chellis, Jack
Piontek and Luke Nikodem participated as eighth graders in an
English exchange program, now part of Global Reach.
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things at Chaminade,” says Jack Wilson. “The
launch of Global Reach leveraged the strengths of all
these efforts. It tells our boys this is important.”

A global village under one roof
Chaminade students need not travel far or even go
online to connect with other cultures. For a century,
the school has welcomed boarding students from
other countries. It began with Angel Arechederra, 
a native of Spain, who came to Chaminade in 1916.

Currently, Chaminade hosts nearly 80 international
students who come from 16 countries, including China,
Germany, Korea, Mexico, India, Italy, Tunisia, Vietnam
and Rwanda. 

“Just as Angel did in 1916, every international
student here today brings unique contributions to
our educational experience,” says Philip.

The boarding students come to Chaminade for a
quality, international education. Chaminade works
hard to ensure these students succeed inside and
outside the classroom.

Eduardo Torres Arpi, a senior from Mexico City,
describes his two years at Chaminade as “totally worth
it.” He says the school’s long track record in welcom-
ing international students makes the transition easier.
“The faculty and students are used to receiving students
from all over the world. They show understanding

from day one. They show you what it means to be
part of this family.”

The school provides social studies, theology and
English classes for their boarders in an English-as-a-
second-language (ESL) context. “Math and science
typically aren’t an issue, but for classes where they
have to do a lot of reading, language can be a prob-
lem,” Philip says. The ESL classes help lower language
hurdles and bolster the boys’ academic success.

The international students are urged to participate
in sports and other extracurricular activities so they
mix with day students outside the classroom. “These
are great opportunities because the boys come to 
realize they are more alike than different,” Jack says.

Building bridges with Marianist spirit
One facet of Global Reach is classroom-based inter-
action between Chaminade boys and students outside
the United States. Technology means there’s no pass-
ports or plane tickets involved.

For example, as part of a social studies class,
Chaminade sixth graders correspond online with
peers at Istituto Santa Maria, a Marianist school in
Rome. The Italian students practice their English
and the Chaminade boys test their knowledge of the
Roman history they’re studying.

With Marianist schools on six continents, there is
great opportunity for increasing these types of inter-
actions. “We will continue to create cooperation and
exchanges with other Marianist schools — the network
is there,” says Jack. In spite of cultural differences,
Marianist culture makes building these bridges easier.

“Marianist family spirit is a given,” says Jack.
With community-building so ingrained in Marianist
values, it’s only logical to extend that spirit across
continents and oceans, he says.

Getting out in the world
Getting students out of the classroom and into the
world is a key element of Global Reach. Through 
a variety of academic and service trips, Chaminade
boys learn by experiencing.

The yearly excursions begin with a week-long
visit to the Tetons Science School in Wyoming for
sixth graders. Other trips include the “Chicago Urban
Experience” for seventh grade students and the “Road
to Freedom” — a combination civil war/civil rights
tour in Tennessee for 10th graders.  

In addition, students may take international trips
and exchange programs to Costa Rica, England, France,

Jack Wilson, coordinator of Global Reach, with Marianist Father Ralph Siefert,
president, and Philip Rone, principal, at Chaminade College Preparatory School 
in St. Louis
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Ecuador and Australia. Service trips have included
destinations like Haiti, Kenya and El Salvador.

“These trips help the boys understand they’re part
of something much bigger,” says Jack. “It is important
for them to be comfortable with other cultures.”

Patrick Burke is the father of two Chaminade students.
He says he was excited and “a little jealous” when
the Global Reach program was launched. “I’m not
sure the boys fully realize the positive impact of the
program,” he says. “To them, it’s a fun experience.”
But there are two key benefits, he says, that they will
appreciate better over time: greater confidence and
more open-mindedness.

A reflection of Marianist values
A global vision is not new to Marianist education.
The Society of Mary was founded in 1817 by Blessed

William Joseph Chaminade, and in the two centuries
since, the Marianists have established ministries in
more than 30 countries and have educated hundreds
of thousands of students. 

Marianist Father Ralph Siefert, president of Chami-
nade, is pleased with what Global Reach says both about
his school’s past and its future. “Blessed Chaminade
would be delighted to see how one of his namesake
institutions is finding new ways to keep the Marianist
spirit a vital one for new times,” Father Ralph says.

Global Reach is a logical extension of the Marianist
drive to build community, according to Father Ralph.
“Globalization makes it imperative that we embrace
others, especially those who are different from us,
and find commonalities that allow us to create 
supportive communities,” he says. “That is the 
heart of Marianist spirit.”  �

To learn more about Chaminade’s Global Reach program, 
go to chaminade-stl.org/global.

Chaminade-St. Louis hosts nearly 80 international students from 16 countries including, China, Germany, Korea, Mexico, India, Italy,
Tunisia, Vietnam and Rwanda. 
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Brother Charles
Cummiskey, SM,
91, died Sept. 9, 2015,
in San Antonio.
Brother Charles
began his early
ministry as a
teacher in Marianist
schools in Michigan
and Missouri in the
1940s. Starting in

1945, he served in formation ministry at 
a Marianist novitiate while completing a
master’s degree in secondary science. In
1956, he earned a doctorate in inorganic
chemistry and assumed a teaching position
at St. Mary’s University in San Antonio. It
would be his life’s work, and he remained
at the university as a professor and admin-
istrator for the next 57 years. During this
time, he also served as chairman of the
chemistry department, vice president 
and dean of faculties and, for part of 1975,
acting university president. In 2012, at age
88, he retired from his university position.

Brother Robert
Johns, SM, 84, died
Dec. 2, 2015, in
Dayton, Ohio.
Brother Bob served
as a “working
brother” through-
out his Marianist
life. He was first
called to work at the
Marianist scholasti-

cate in Dayton, Ohio, where he assisted with
farm and construction projects. In 1952, he
moved to Marcy, New York, to oversee 
general maintenance at Marianist institutions.
He moved back to Ohio in the early 1960s
to work for the University of Dayton in
maintenance. Starting in 1964, Brother Bob
worked in maintenance at what is now 
Cardinal Wuerl North Catholic in Pittsburgh,
a position he held for 15 years. In 1980, he
accepted a call to help a nonprofit organiza-
tion called “People Working Cooperatively,”
founded by Lay Marianists in Cincinnati,
assisting with home repairs for low-income
elderly and disabled homeowners. His final
assignment in 1998 was in the maintenance
department at UD.

Brother Charles
Lohrenz, SM, 84,
died Sept. 28, 2015,
in San Antonio.
Brother Chas began
his Marianist ministry
teaching economics,
bookkeeping, reli-
gion, geography and
typing in Marianist
schools in Illinois,

Missouri and Texas. In 1962, he earned a
master’s degree in economics. But in the
mid-1970s, Brother Chas shifted direction
and began serving in maintenance and
technical services at Marianist and non-
Marianist institutions in the Midwest.
Brother Chas moved to San Antonio in
1998 where he served as a maintenance
worker at the Marianist Residence. His 
favorite ministry, however, was gardening.
He maintained two vegetable gardens on the
campus of St. Mary’s University and gave
most of his produce to those in need — 
including a homeless shelter, the Carmelite
Sisters and a halfway house for recovering
addicts. He grew hundreds of pounds 
of produce annually, until a few months 
before his death.

Father Joseph Mary
Marshall, SM, 61,
died Dec. 28, 2015,
in San Antonio. 
Father Joseph Mary
worked in the busi-
ness world before
becoming a Marian-
ist in 1985. He served
as a pastoral assistant
at parishes in the

Baltimore area, including St. Joseph Catholic
Community, a Marianist parish, until 1989.
He attended seminary in Toronto and was
ordained in 1993. For the next four years he
worked in Catholic ministries in Massachusetts
and served for six months at a Marianist
formation house in Nairobi. In 1998, Father
Joseph Mary resumed ministry at St. Joseph
parish. But in 2002, he moved to San Antonio
to be part of the Brothers of the Beloved
Disciple, a Marianist-inspired charismatic
community. However, he remained a mem-
ber of the Province of the United States. 

Diagnosed with cancer in 2011, Father Joseph
continued to serve as parochial vicar at 
St. Mary Magdalen Parish in San Antonio.

Father John 
McGrath, SM, 80,
died Dec. 26, 2015,
in Dayton, Ohio.
Father Jack began
his ministry as an
educator at Marian-
ist schools in Ohio
and New York. In
1962, he earned a
master’s degree in

American history and that same year began
studies for the priesthood in Fribourg,
Switzerland. He was ordained in 1966 and
completed a licentiate of sacred theology
and doctor of divinity degrees before 
returning to the United States. From 1969
until 1974, he served in provincial adminis-
tration for the former Province of New York,
assuming the position of provincial in 1977.
During this time he also completed a doctor-
ate in historical theology. In 1987, he began
his long association with the University of
Dayton’s Religious Studies Department
where he served as a professor of religion
and the University Professor of Faith and
Culture. Between 2010 and 2012, Father Jack
was executive director of the Association of
Marianist Universities. Most recently, he
served as assistant district superior for 
the Marianists in the District of India and
taught at UD’s program in Bangalore. Until
his death, Father Jack lived at the Marianist
novitiate in Dayton and provided mentoring
to those in formation. 

Father James
McKay, SM, 98,
died Oct. 15, 2015,
in Dayton, Ohio.
Father Jim began
his Marianist 
ministry teaching 
religion, Latin and
English at Cathedral
Latin School in
Cleveland. In 1941,

he began studies for the priesthood at a
seminary in Indiana and was ordained in
1944. He taught at a Marianist school in

Brother Charles 
Cummiskey, SM

Brother Charles Lohrenz, SM

Father Joseph Mary 
Marshall, SM

Brother Robert Johns, SM

Father John McGrath, SM

Father James McKay, SM
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Ohio for three years while also earning a
master’s degree in classical languages. In
1948, Father Jim became a chaplain and
teacher at a Marianist school in Puerto
Rico. He returned to the United States in
the mid-1950s to serve as president and
principal at Cathedral Latin. Over the next
several years, he taught and was chaplain
at Marianist schools in Ohio, Kentucky and
Pennsylvania. He also served in retreat
ministry at the Bergamo Retreat Center in
Dayton and Bergamo East in New York. In
1976, Father Jim was called to serve as parish
priest at Emmanuel Church in Dayton for
12 years, followed by two years in pastoral
services for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
In 1990, he worked at the Spanish/English
Institute in Dublin at St. Laurence College,
a Marianist school. He returned to the
United States in 1991 and served as 
chaplain at North Catholic High School 
in Pittsburgh for a decade before retiring
from full-time ministry.

Brother Richard
Middleton, SM, 87,
died Aug. 18, 2015, 
in San Antonio.
Brother Richard
started his Marianist
ministry teaching
religion, chemistry
and math in Marianist
schools in Wisconsin
and Illinois in the

1950s. In addition to teaching, he moderated
chess teams, sodalities and library clubs. He
also began serving as a librarian which led to
a second bachelor’s degree in library science
in 1956. Throughout the 1960s, Brother Richard
served as the librarian at schools in Missouri
and Texas. During these years he was active
in the Catholic Library Association, serving
on executive boards in St. Louis, San Antonio
and Omaha, Nebraska. In 1971, Brother Richard
began a 21-year tenure with Daniel Gross
Catholic High School in Omaha, where he
served as librarian until retiring from full-
time ministry in 1992.

Brother William O’Leary, SM, 86, died 
Dec. 12, 2015, in San Antonio. Brother Bill
earned a bachelor’s degree in 1950 and
began teaching social studies and English
at a Marianist school in St. Louis. But a year
later he accepted a call to serve at a Marianist
school in Lima, Peru. He remained in Peru

for seven years before
accepting a teaching
assignment in Chile
where he remained
until 1963. He 
returned to Lima for
four years to serve
at the Marianist
novitiate in Lima.
Brother Bill returned
to the United States

and began teaching at Marianist schools in
Colorado and Missouri. In 1972, he earned
a master’s degree in Spanish and returned to
Peru for five years to resume his teaching
ministry there. In 1990, he left Latin America
and began a training program to meet the
spiritual needs of the sick in St. Louis area
hospitals. His final assignment began in 1999
when he became a staff member at Our Lady
of the Pillar Parish in St. Louis, a position he
held until 2014.

Brother Leonard
Rudy, SM, 81, died
Dec. 13, 2015, in San
Antonio. Brother Len
began his Marianist
career teaching social
studies at Marianist
schools in Texas and
Missouri. In 1959, he
accepted a teaching
assignment at a

school in Lima, Peru. He returned to the
United States in 1964 to teach at a Marianist
school in Wisconsin, but returned to Lima in
1967 to become principal of the Santa Maria
Junior High. He became principal of Colegio
Santa Maria, another school in Peru in 1971.
Two years later, Brother Len was named 
superior of the Marianist community in Lima
and remained in the post until 1976. After
16 years in Peru, Brother Len returned to the
United States to serve in formation ministry
at a Marianist novitiate. The following four
years, he served as senior dorm prefect at
Chaminade College Preparatory in St. Louis.
In 1981, he accepted the position of assistant
principal at St. John Vianney High School in
St. Louis and received his master’s degree in
secondary education during this time. From
1984 to 1992, Brother Len was principal at
Central Catholic High School in San Antonio.
Starting in 1994, Brother Len taught religion
for 10 years at St. John Vianney until his 
retirement from full-time ministry in 2004. 

Brother Delbert
Leo Willett, SM, 90,
died Nov. 14, 2015,
in San Antonio.
Brother Leo began his
Marianist ministry in
1947 teaching history
and math at what is
now St. Mary’s High
School in St. Louis.
In 1954, he earned a

master’s degree in education. For the next
13 years, he served as a teacher at Marianist
schools in Wisconsin and Texas. In 1967,
Brother Leo was called to serve as the first
principal at Daniel J. Gross Catholic High School
in Omaha, Nebraska. Brother Leo returned
to St. Louis in 1974 and served as assistant
principal, principal and guidance counselor
at Chaminade College Preparatory. He took a
staff position with the former St. Louis Province
from 1987 to 1999. In August 1999, Brother Leo
was called to the novitiate in Dayton to share
in community life with those in formation.
He remained there until 2008 when he moved
to the Marianist Residence in San Antonio.

Brother James
Wisecaver, SM, 73,
died Oct. 17, 2015,
in San Antonio. In
1965, Brother Jim
began his life-long
career as a Marianist
educator, teaching
at Marianist schools
in California. He
earned a master’s

degree in educational administration in 1976
and became assistant principal at Junipero
Serra High School, a former Marianist school.
In 1979, he served eight years at a Marianist
school in Maui, Hawai’i, before returning to
California to complete a doctorate in educa-
tional leadership. For three years, he worked
as associate superintendent of schools for two
dioceses in Texas. In 1994, he accepted the
position as dean of students at Chaminade
University of Honolulu. Two years later, he
returned to California to work in educational
administration for the Diocese of Monterey.
Brother Jim became a professor of education
at California State University in 1997 where
he remained on staff until last year. Brother
Jim was an active participant on the Marianist
vocation team, encouraging and mentoring
young men to join the Society of Mary.  

Memorial: To make a memorial donation in the name of a Marianist, use the envelope enclosed and provide the name 
of the brother or priest you wish to honor, or go to marianist.com/memorial.
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Willett, SM

Brother James Wisecaver, SM
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F
rom Scripture to papal documents to poetry to pop culture
references — the “All About Mary” website is true to its name.

“This website is the largest and most comprehensive site
about Mother Mary,” says Marianist Father Johann Roten, 

director of research, art and special projects for the Marian Library/
International Marian Research Institute. “It is a wonderful way for
people around the world to learn more about her.”

The University of Dayton’s Marian Library recently launched the
“All About Mary” website — an updated version of the Mary Page,
a site that was initiated two decades ago by Father Roten. The website
puts centuries of information about the world’s most famous mother
at anyone’s fingertips.

The website is a great research tool, “but it also makes you humble
as you realize how much you don’t know,” says Father Roten.

That says a lot coming from the University of Dayton Marian expert
and author of the recently published “God Still Comes: From the
Manger to the Heart,” about the history and symbolism of the Nativity.

The site was redesigned for greater usability and navigation.
According to Ann Zlotnik, the Marian Library’s web manager and
graphic designer, they pulled apart the old site — titling and tagging
pages to make it more searchable.

“It’s designed for everyone, from expert theologians to those
simply exploring,” says Ann. The intent was to make the site 
accessible to anyone with an interest in Mary — a graduate student
researching a thesis, a priest looking for text to support a homily, 
a catechist completing a homework assignment, or someone who
simply wants to know why marigolds are named after Mary.

“Anyone who has conducted research knows, there is nothing
more frustrating than reaching a dead end, so we designed this
site to alleviate such frustrations,” says Ann. 

While the site is astonishingly comprehensive, it is and will always
be a work in progress. “We are constantly adding new information
to it,” says Father Roten.

Some of that information is user-driven — the result of inquiries
he receives from people throughout the world. “Our website makes
us known around the globe. It is one of our important means to make
Mary known, loved and served,” he says.

Debbie Juniewicz is a freelance writer from Dayton, Ohio.

Newly designed website offers a treasure trove of information about the Holy Mother.

By Debbie Juniewicz

All About 
MARY

To learn more, visit “All About Mary” at udayton.edu/imri/mary.

Check out the website for:
• Biblical references to Mary 
• Devotions, meditations and liturgical celebrations  
• Miracles and apparitions
• Artistic portrayals of Mary
• Mary in film — from “Lord of the Rings” to “Pinocchio”
• Shrines and churches associated with Mary in the United
States and worldwide

• Information on Mary in popular culture, including Marian
symbols in “Buffy the Vampire Slayer”

• Why a parrot is sometimes depicted in artistic works of Mary
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O
n the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, shortly after 7 a.m., John
Henry Felix, age 11, and his nine-year-old cousin, Douglas,
left their grandparents’ home to hike the hills near
Punchbowl Crater, a site on the island of Oahu that now

houses the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific. The location
offers a panoramic view of Honolulu’s coastline, including Pearl Harbor. 

What happened next left them speechless. “We saw the entire 
attack on Pearl Harbor,” says John Henry, one of Honolulu’s most
celebrated businessmen and community leaders. “We ran to tell our
grandparents, but they didn’t believe us until they turned on the
radio and a panicky announcer confirmed what we had just seen.” 

It was a moment like no other, altering the course of John Henry’s
life — including his relationship with the Marianists, one of his most
inspiring influences.

John Henry was about to enter seventh grade at Saint Louis School,
a Marianist school in Honolulu that his stepfather’s father, a con-
struction entrepreneur, had built in 1927 and where all his uncles
had attended. But that morning in December upended everything.
Shortly after the start of WWII, his worried parents arranged for
him to board a military convoy that deposited him safely on the 
California coast. In the fall of 1942, they enrolled him in Chaminade
College Preparatory High School in St. Louis, a Marianist school that
he attended for two years.

After the war, John Henry returned to Honolulu and completed
11th grade at Saint Louis School, for which he received a diploma.
But because he wanted to finish his senior year at Chaminade-St. Louis,
he returned in 1946 and earned yet another diploma — perhaps the
only alumnus to achieve the distinction of two diplomas from two
Marianist high schools.

John Henry credits those formative years under the spiritual
guidance of the Marianists for providing him a model of “selfless
leadership,” he says. “They taught me we are put on earth to serve
others, and by serving others, we serve God.”

After military service in the Korean War, John Henry worked at a
dizzying pace for the next 65 years, receiving accolades in the fields
of business, politics, community leadership and nonprofit endeavors.

He also served on the boards of Saint Louis School and Chaminade
University of Honolulu.

Today, at 85, he is president and CEO of the Hawai’i Medical 
Assurance Association. While his lifetime achievements are too 
numerous to mention, there are two awards he holds dear to his
heart. One is for his volunteer work with the International Red Cross,
for which he received the highest medal of honor in 1982 for his work
among refugees throughout Angola, Mozambique, Cambodia, Laos
and Vietnam. The other he received at age 14 — the day he became
an Eagle Scout.

One of his fondest memories of his years in St. Louis is when the
late Father Lawrence Jordan drove him across town to a Boy Scout
meeting so “I could complete my Eagle Scout requirements,” he says.
“This was no small thing. He used his gas money — during the war,
gas was rationed and a precious commodity. I owe him a debt of
gratitude,” he says, “It’s a kindness I will never forget.”  �

Distinguished Marianist Alumni

A Honolulu entrepreneur, civic leader and public servant credits the Marianists 
for his ethic of servant leadership.

By Jan D. Dixon

“A KINDNESS 
I WILL NEVER FORGET”
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John Henry Felix at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific near the site
where he witnessed the bombing of Pearl Harbor. The cemetery was established for
American veterans who lost their lives during WWII.



Education:
The Only Way Out of the Slums

Join the Marianists in Partnering
with the Poor at Our Lady of
Nazareth Primary School —
located in one of Nairobi’s worst
slums — and help a child create 
a better future.

Your sponsorship of a child for
$125 a year (less than $11 a
month) provides a year’s tuition
and breakfast and lunch each day.

marianist.com/oln
1.800.348.4732
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