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January 4, 2016

Death Notice No. 35 (To all Unit Administrations):

The Marianist Province of the United States reconmufsdo our fraternal prayers
our dear brotherJOHN MCGRATH, priest, of the Novitiate Community
(Dayton, Ohio), who died in the service of the BkE$ Virgin Mary on

December 26, 2015, in Dayton, Ohio, USA, at the ag80 with 61 years of
religious profession.

Fr. Jack was a scholar, leader and a man of deelidjous spirit. He lived the
Marianist charism as a high school teacher, col@géessor and “grandfather”
figure to young brothers. “Fr. Jack left a deep distinctive mark on the Society
of Mary,” said Fr. Marty Solma, provincial. “Butsthis friendship and religious
spirit we’ll miss most.”

John “Jack” Anthony McGrath was born January 173519n Brooklyn, New
York, but grew up in Manhasset, New York. He wae ofi four brothers and a
daughter in the family of Francis and Theresa (Bvi)aVicGrath. His father died when he was 14.

Jack attended Chaminade High School in Mineola, Nevk, and was so impressed with the Marianist e
that he entered the novitiate after graduation9®3land asked to be considered for first vows B41at the age
of 19.

He wrote in his letter to the provincial:

“. .. the example and instructions of the brotherse impelling spirit of the Society, reflectiand the inner
workings of grace prompted me to believe that Gesirdd to give me the privilege and honor of agielis
vocation to the Society of Mary. It is especialie tstate of a son consecrated to his mother andldies
dedicated to his queen, in other words, filial pietff a Marianist toward Mary, that led me to chodbés
congregation above all others.”

He professed first vows on September 8, 1954 eabthrianist Novitiate in Marcy, New York. In 1958r0. Jack
received a bachelor’s degree in philosophy fromUnéversity of Dayton. His early ministry includedaching
math, religion and American history from 1957 t62%t Chaminade High School in Dayton and at msaal
mater, Chaminade High School in Mineola, New Y®Wring that time, on August 15, 1958, Bro. Jackiggeed
perpetual vows in Dayton, Ohio. He then pursuechater's degree in American history at Ohio State/&mity
and received it in 1962.

In 1962, at the age of 27, he began the fulfillm&id dream he had had since the age of 10 — topreest. He
entered the Marianist seminary, Regina Mundi, iilbdturg, Switzerland, and was ordained on March1Z&6.

During his seminary years he earned an STlcentiate of Sacred Theologyfrom the University of Fribourg.
“Seminary days were life-changing,” Fr. Jack wrdtaving with Marianists of eight nations, gettinthe mind

stretched by theology, and all during the new Rardeof Vatican Il, brought me closer to the trutfigaith.”

“| first got to know Jack well in the seminary iwlzerland. He became a dear friend and a mensaid Fr.
George Cerniglia. “He was always searching forhtrahd grappling with the changes of Vatican Il. Wha
wonderful theological mind he had!”

Fr. Jack lived in the Netherlands as a student 1986 to 1968 and was awarded a DRS — Doctor ofhbywv
(systematic theology) — from the University of Nggen in 1968.



He returned to the United States and began mamg ydaministry in provincial administration for tHermer

Province of New York. Fr. Jack served as assistantreligious life at the Provincial house in Balbre,

Maryland, from 1969 to 1974. The following yearsr&vbusy: He lived in Toronto from 1974 to 1977 asualent
at the University of St. Michael’'s College, travgjito Baltimore to serve as a provincial councilée. earned his
doctorate in historical theology from St. Michaefis1979.

In 1977, Fr. Jack began a ministry he said “catiacevery strength | had.” He was appointed proeinof the
Province of New York, serving until 1985. “The featal good of our brothers and our charism demaraded
personal broadening and deepening which may nat hagpened otherwise.”

Fr. George, who served with Fr. Jack when he wasgieial, called him a ‘work horse,” but someoneowhould
never ask anyone to do something he wouldn’t desélfin“In so many ways, he called out the bestsyi said
Fr. George.

During the early to mid-1980s, Fr. Jack servedhenUniversity of Dayton board of trustees, thearal board of
the Conference of Major Superiors of Men, and th&.WCatholic bishops advisory council and executive
committee.

In 1987, after a sabbatical at the Jesuit Schoolt@ology in Berkeley, California, Fr. Jack begaroag
association with the Religious Studies Departmentthe University of Dayton. He helped develop the
undergraduate curriculum in Religious Studies, ttevelopment of the Ph.D. program in theology, the
development of the cluster in the Catholic Intdll@t Tradition, and the Forum on the Catholic lietetual
Tradition Today. He served as assistant professBeligious Studies and as the University Profes&aith and
Culture.

“Fr. Jack holds a special place in my heart becédngsencouraged me to apply for the faculty positiothe
Religious Studies Department at UD and invited médcome a Marianist Educational Associate,” saiddga
Yocum, an associate professor at UD. “He embotiiedarianist charism, especially Mary’s abilitygoint us
in the direction of Christ with her faithfulnessdahumble compassion. We will miss him greatly —laiggh, his
good counsel, and his living out the Marianist moisof bringing Christ’s life into our world.”

Bro. Brian Zampier, who lived with Fr. Jack for §@ars at the Washington Street Community in Daysaid he
was a delight to live with. “A classic quote frorack, that many will remember — as he wagged hisfifger
back and forth — was ‘Fruit inot dessert!’He will continue to be an inspiration of wisdom akthrianist
creativity in my life.”

Fr. Jack was executive director of the AssociatibiMarianist Universities from 2010 to 2012. Duritige past
several years, he served as assistant districtisufre the Society of Mary’'s District of India artdught in the
University of Dayton program in Bangalore. “Indgadne of the last places | expected to find myisetider age,
but it has called me to yet another area of mipiatrd growth, working with young brothers of anatbelture to

make the Marianist mission their own,” Fr. Jack @rdThe living Christ has so much to offer all seehundreds
of millions.” District Superior Bro. Augustus Sunivorked with Fr. Jack in India. “He was a simplemweého was

very concerned with the poor,” said Bro. August&s. Jack was grounded in faith and reality, and waegrated
in mind, body, soul and heart.”

He returned to the United States in 2015, assistiitly the formation and mentoring of young brothatshe
Marianist Novitiate in Dayton. “Jack had a greatsseof humor and a spontaneous laugh, as welfas well-
known dismissive ‘harumphs’ about ideas or situetibe felt were below par,” said Fr. Chris Wittmadinector
of novices. “He used his gifts to build others mgl &0 build up the community. Many younger Mariahisthers,
colleagues and former students looked to him asxample. In recent days | have heard, ‘He was egate
father to me.’ ‘He was the grandfather | never h&te was one of my Marianist heroes.™

On December 21, Fr. Jack suffered a stroke in Degtwl died the day after Christmas.

In that long-ago letter in 1954, asking to be cdesed for first vows, 19-year-old Jack McGrath wrdilo give
honor and glory to God, this | saw as my purposeXisting.”

May he rest in peace.



