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Death Notice No. 20 (To all Unit Administrations): 

 

The Territorial Community of Switzerland recommends to our fraternal 

prayers our dear brother, BERNARD TRUFFER, priest, of Sion 

Community, who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 

September 22, 2015 in Sion, Switzerland, at the age of 94 with 75 years of 

religious profession. 

 

The eldest of a family of ten children, Bernhard Truffer was born June 16, 

1921, in Geneva, where his parents, Xavier and Léonie (née Biderbost) 

worked in a hotel.  He attended primary school in the Haut-Valais, in the 

Valley of Conches.  A Marianist publication awakened in him the desire to 

commit himself to the missions, so he moved to the Bas-Valais to study at 

the Collège Sainte-Marie in Martigny from 1934 to 1939, preparing for the 

religious life. 

 

In autumn of 1939, Bernhard Truffer went to Belgium, to Saint-Remy/Signeulx to enter the Marianist 

novitiate.  It turned out to be a tumultuous year.  With the German invasion of Belgium, he had to flee 

to France, to Saint-Thégonnec in Brittany.  On September 12, 1940, the Feast of the Holy Name of 

Mary, young Bernard made his first profession of vows in the Society of Mary.  Returning to his own 

country, he lived in Fribourg, while continuing his studies and earning the baccalauréat in Lausanne.   

 

Before beginning his theological studies at the Regina Mundi Marianist Seminary, Brother Bernard 

taught German and typing for three years in the Collège Sainte-Marie in Martigny, from 1944 to 1947.  

On August 4, 1945, he made his perpetual profession.  He was ordained priest on July 22, 1952. 

 

Some of the testimonies received describe well Father Bernard’s pastoral ministry during his seventy-

five years of religious life.  “I heard a lot about him, without having known him personally.  Two days 

ago, one of his former students told me about the pedagogical creativity of this teacher he so 

appreciated.”   “He remains in my memory as an authentic Marianist religious, always faithful and 

interested in life and the mission, even when his strength and his vision weakened.”  “He left a mark on 

many students and had a wide-spread spiritual influence.  He was a remarkable person in the life of 

Sion, appreciated above all by those who visited your community.” 

 

Father Truffer shone as a religious and priest for three quarters of a century.  After his priestly 

ordination, he taught religion, German and French in the Normal School of Sion.  Then, in 1956, the 

superiors sent him to the Catholic high school in Zurich.  Alongside his schoolwork, Father Bernard 

pursued his theological studies at the University of Salzburg, where he earned a doctorate in catechetics 

in 1962.  He then directed the school in Zurich from 1963 to 1966. 
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For the next eight years he worked again at the Normal School for teachers in Sion.  He taught religion 

and psychology.  As Director, he gave more responsibilities to the students and introduced co-

management and self-management elements, which led a former student to write:  “Father Truffer was 

and will always remain a very great man for his availability, his diplomacy, his knowledge and his 

extraordinary way of respecting even the weakest persons.” 

 

After a sabbatical year spent in America in 1974-75, mostly in Dayton, of which he retained a 

delightful memory, Father Truffer was named Director of the Marianist Community in Martigny.  In 

1976, he was named Provincial of Switzerland, a responsibility he held for eight years.  Then, after 

another three years in the land of Octodurus [Martigny], Father Truffer was finally able to realize the 

dream of his youth:  in autumn of 1987 he was sent for three months to Kara in Togo.  He stayed for 

eight years. 

 

In autumn of 1995, his health no longer permitted our valiant missionary to remain in Togo.  He came 

to stay in Sion.  Nevertheless, the superiors confided to him once more the direction of the Chaminade 

Community in Sion for three years.  He passed much of his time saying the complete rosary daily.  As 

his sight declined, he listened to audiobooks from l’Étoile sonore (for persons with poor eyesight) and 

to music.  He did not lack for visitors:  students resident in the Chaminade Community, many Marianist 

brothers, friends and acquaintances. 

 

Early in 2013 Father was examined in a clinic in Sierre.  The doctors recommended transferring him to 

the Maison Saint-François in Sion.  On February 28 he was received there, under the care of Saint 

Clare.  For more than two years he calmly prepared to meet his Lord.  On Tuesday, September 22, 

2015, on the feast of the saints of the diocese, the martyrs Maurice and his companions, Father Bernard 

fell peacefully asleep.  “Now he is discovering the NEWNESS of all newness in the Face of Christ, 

who knows how to welcome a faithful servant,” as it was put in one of the testimonies received on the 

occasion of his death. 

 

The nurses who cared for him wrote:  “By his kindness, his smile, his good humor, his joie de vivre, his 

great ability to listen, his patience and his modesty, Father Truffer was the daily sunshine on our 

service.  That light has returned now to the stars of the firmament.  May he continue to be a light in our 

memories and in our daily lives.” 


