
 

 
 

BRO. LAWRENCE SCRIVANI 

50 years of profession 

When I joined the Marianists, people told me I would spend my life teaching high school, and 

this is what I expected to do. But my future unfolded differently, one step at a time. 

I did indeed begin, in 1969, teaching high school only a mile and a half from the campus riots 

then raging at San Francisco State University. The Bicentennial year, 1976, found me teaching at 

Chaminade College of Honolulu, where I secured a grant from the state of Hawai’i to mount an 

exhibit of historic Hawai’i photographs. From that effort I learned how the public expects the 

Catholic Church to be the custodian of culture. In its eyes, little Chaminade College was 

somehow the outpost of the Vatican Museum. Thus came a call within a call, which took shape 

a year later when the provincial administration invited me to organize its archives in 

preparation for the Pacific Marianist centennials in 1983 (Hawai’i) and 1984 (California).   

Obtaining archives certification in 1980 opened the door to archival work in varied settings 

including religious orders, dioceses, historical societies and the California state parks. The most 

glamorous was arranging the records of the Serra Cause, deposited at the Santa Barbara Mission 

Archives.   

I have worked as an archivist during all of the last 40 years, except for 10 years in the Christian 

retail book trade. The book trade was another unplanned, unrequested detour. But I learned 

many things from Christian publishing — not the least being the dramatic progress of 

reintegration toward unity that has occurred among common Christians since 1965. 

In these works I have always been presented as “brother.” This made me a representative of 

“the Church,” and by that, everyone understood, the Catholic Church.  To my surprise, 

believers of any denomination felt encouraged that “the Church” recognized their corner of the 

vineyard.   

Only providence can sort through the tangle of events. My hope is that the projects on which I 

have worked have served its greater purpose. 

 


