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F
inding time for prayer: When Marianist Brother Dennis
Bautista was growing up in Hawai’i, he would not have put
that desire anywhere near the top of his to-do list.   
Today, however, he considers it the first thing — and one of

the more challenging aspects of his life as associate professor of English
and communication studies at St. Mary’s University in San Antonio.
“Sometimes it takes 20 minutes just to quiet my mind,” Brother

Dennis says. After all, there are papers to grade, classes to teach, the
student newspaper staff to advise — not to mention work at Casa
Maria, his Marianist community, where he mentors young aspirants
on their first steps to becoming brothers.
With so many demands on his attention, he learned long ago

“to build a good foundation of prayer — and to keep praying.
Otherwise, it will be the first thing to go,” he says. All of which is 
a departure from the world he knew as a young teenager. “Living
in Hawai’i with a beach less than a mile away, it was always, ‘what
do we do next for fun?’” 
But a funny thing happened during his undergrad years at

Chaminade University of Honolulu, a Marianist school. Three
Marianists living in the Hale Pohaku Residence Hall invited him
and a few others to take part in a weekly faith-sharing group. 
“I’d found a new way of praying,” Brother Dennis says. “It was
groundbreaking to read Scripture and try to relate that to my
everyday life — to look at everything through the eyes of faith.”

A seed is planted
It would be awhile before that seed would mature into a vocation.
Salutatorian of the class of 1994 at Chaminade, Brother Dennis had
“zero interest” in religious life. Instead, he poured his energy into
pursuing advanced degrees in communications at Washington State
University. Early on, though, he noticed a void: “I missed being in
a small prayer community,” he says, which, in part, explains why
he agreed to attend a vocation retreat at the Marianist community
in Cupertino, California, in the late 1990s. 
That retreat turned into a homecoming of sorts. Although

it was his first time in Cupertino, he recalls feeling drawn
to a familiar spirituality. “We discussed the basics of per-
sonal faith,” he says. “How do you incorporate God into
your relationships and your life decisions?” These topics
drew him in deeper.

After the retreat, he stayed in touch with the Marianists while
working towards a Ph.D. Then in 2001, a faculty position became
available at Chaminade, opening the door to a dream job in his
chosen field at his alma mater. 
Honolulu is notorious for lengthy rush-hour commutes. To avoid

the daily grind, Brother Dennis frequently took the Marianists up
on their offer to join them for daily Mass and dinner. That led to a
short live-in experience, after which he remembers thinking, “I can
live this life,” he says.
Needing to complete work on his doctorate, however, he took a

leave of absence from teaching in 2002. He also used that time for
discernment, a process that led to a year of aspirancy, and then on
to novitiate, and finally professing first vows in 2006 and perpetual
vows in 2009.

The benefits of community
At each step in formation, his appreciation for community life
deepened: “There’s something to this Marianist thing — to have
brothers who support you, who challenge you, who encourage you
to grow in areas you might want to overlook,” says Brother Dennis. 
One particular area of growth for Brother Dennis has been learn-

ing to integrate religious life with his teaching profession. “It can
be hard telling students they’re this far from an F,” he says. But
challenging students to do their best is exactly “what it means to
be ‘brother’ to them.”
As for teaching in a field not often associated with religious 

life, that’s an opportunity to carry out the mission, too. Journalism
students often ask how he came to be Marianist, for example, and
when they do, “It gives me the chance to point out that faith is 
important,” says Brother Dennis. “It ought to be part of all your
personal decisions.”  �

John Schroeder is a freelance writer from St. Louis. 

The View From Here

Marianist Brother Dennis Bautista shares his thoughts on becoming a Marianist 
— and the journey that brought him there.

By John Schroeder

“I CAN LIVE THIS LIFE”

Support Marianist Vocations
To help those on their path to becoming Marianists, we invite your financial
support. There are monthly giving clubs and other options from which to
choose. To send a donation now, please use the enclosed envelope or go
to marianist.com/donate. For more information, contact Brother Alex Tuss,
SM, at 937.222.4641, ext. 221, or email alex.tuss@marianistmission.org.
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