
 
 

Notes about the Province Assembly, June 25-29, 2015 – Saint Louis 

  

As I look back on the 2015 Assembly, I realize better than ever before how blessed we 

were. Marianists from Puerto Rico to Hawaii, along with several guests from beyond 

the frontiers, found their way to Saint Louis. I enjoyed seeing so many, even though it 

took me time to coordinate names and faces. I did reconnect easily with many, however, 

and had more than a passing chat with several. Some seemed older and heftier; all 

seemed pleased to be there. I was proud to see so many actively involved. I marveled at 

the first class arrangements. The presenters were well chosen and gave challenging 

talks. The quality of the music for morning and evening prayer and Eucharist was 

outstanding. The programs, musicians and supporting choir engaged everyone. The 

consistent theme of “Filling the Jars” took us back to John’s Gospel of the Miracle of 

Cana day after day. An attractive mural of the servants filling the water jugs 

consistently kept this theme alive. The scripts were carefully edited for liturgies, 

assemblies and meals.  

 

I especially appreciated the inspiring videos of several Marianists sharing some of their 

deepest convictions about Marianist life. The committee, headed by Brother Jesse 

O’Neill and Father Oscar Vasquez, was well supported by a devoted and cheerful staff, 

including hotel personnel. It was a life-giving gathering from the Opening Prayer 

Service to the rousing Concluding Prayer, which included a dramatic interruption as a 

tornado watch sent us from our large room into safer locales until the “all clear” sign. In 

all this, the engineer who controlled light and sound made an enormous contribution to 

the success of the encounter which at times seemed like a Broadway production. 

 

On the first full day Bishop Robert McElroy, newly appointed Bishop of San Diego, 

gave us stimulating reflections that helped us become more ecclesial, at least in outlook. 

His appreciation of the work of the Marianists at Archbishop Riordan High School was 

heartening to hear. He also evidenced familiarity with Marianist apostolic spirituality. 

Above all, he reminded us of the style of Pope Francis and the primacy of the Gospel of 

Joy. I also appreciated his realistic comments about the current debates in the Church as 

we look forward to the Synod on the Family. Bishop Edward Rice, auxiliary of Saint 

Louis, and alumnus of St. Mary’s, celebrated Eucharist on Friday. That evening we had 

a special remembrance of our fellow brothers who have gone before us since the last 

Assembly. Here again, the large screen videos helped us remember them and their lives 

of service. 

 



On Saturday, Sister Barbara Reid, OP, a Scripture scholar of note, enriched our 

understanding of Mary in the Gospels by reflections and images. I have always 

appreciated her commentaries on the Scriptures, so it was a special gift for me to see 

and to hear her in action. She was certainly far more vivacious than I had imagined!  At 

Eucharist that day our younger members renewed temporary vows and the rest of us 

renewed perpetual vows. At dinner the jubilarians of the Province were recognized, but 

without speeches.  

 

The final day featured a splendid celebration of the Sunday Eucharist including the 

installation of the new Provincial Council, commissioned to lead us for the coming three 

years. Appropriately, Brother Sean Sammon, FMS, was the presenter for the day, and 

focused on the significance of the Year of Consecrated Life. His historical view helped 

to put current religious life in perspective. My friendship with Sean goes back to our 

CMSM days together. A colorful dialogue between Brother Sean and Father Marty 

challenged us to look to the future of religious life with great hope.  

 

As quickly as we gathered, the departures were even faster. I had arranged to stay at 

the Maryland Avenue Residence, my “home away from home” for so many years, and 

it is from my quiet room here that I am pleased to send you this note about a truly 

extraordinary meeting – or should I say encounter – a grace-filled encounter – with God 

and with each other. 
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