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Death Notice No. 14 (To all Unit Administrations): 
 

The Province of France recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother, CLÉMENT OTT, priest of Sucy-en-Brie, France, who died in the 

service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on June 15, 2015 in Créteil, France, at 

the age of 90 with 73 years of religious profession. 

 

The Bitche country is an enclave of Moselle between Germany and Alsace.  

Part of the ancient Lotharingia, its people identify strongly with Lorraine.  

In the village of Schorbach in that region Fr. Clément Ott was born on 

November 22, 1924.  He was the fourth child of a family that would 

eventually number eight children.  His parents, who were farmers, worked 

hard to feed their family…. 

 

Fr. Clément described his vocation thus:  “I heard the call to a more perfect 

life when I was about nine years old, but I kept it a secret in my heart until the day that Bro. Loos (a 

Marianist religious) made his first recruitment visit to us.  In spite of the poverty which my family was 

experiencing at the time, my parents acceded to my desire.” 

 

At the appropriate age Clément entered the Postulate of Art-sur-Meurthe, near Nancy, at the opening of 

the school year.  Two years later he left for the postulate in Antony near Paris.  Just at this time the war 

broke out and his family was evacuated to Charente…. 

 

His heart was set on the priesthood, which he requested at his entry into the novitiate in Antony.  He 

professed his first vows on November 21, 1941, and made his scholasticate in the community of La 

Rochelle, then in that of Bordeaux, where he continued his studies and passed the Baccaluréat.  It was 

also in La Rochelle where he began his career as teacher and proctor. 

 

After a year in Joeuf (Meurthe-et-Moselle) as a teacher, he returned to higher studies in Strasbourg from 

1949 to 1951, all the while teaching and proctoring. 

 

Clément then entered the Marianist International Seminary in Fribourg and was ordained priest on July 

18, 1954, by Bishop Charrière. 

 

Over the succeeding years, the young priest’s missions included chaplain, teacher, proctor:  Belfort, 

Joeuf, Moissac.  His deafness and his character played tricks on him….  As he put it, both in writing and 

in speaking, he was “shy, nervous and violent (when under excessive pressure).”  He spent four years at 

Quimperlé and was then assigned to Réquista in 1962.  In many of these places he rendered service to the 

local clergy, sometimes against his own preferences, asking his superiors for a clarification of his 

situation…. 

 

In Antony, during 1995-96, he was operated on for otospongiosis.  The procedure permitted better 

breathing, fewer headaches and hope for improvement in hearing.  It was an important moment when he 

really felt better. 
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Fr. Ott moved on to the Novitiate of Art-sur-Meurthe where he was chaplain, then to Fiac where he 

became director of the house from 1968 to 1973.  During this last period, he was very involved with the 

parish and with two Medical-Pedagogical Institutes for the handicapped, where he was much appreciated. 

 

Enriched by all these experiences, he came to Ste Maure and was named pastor for five villages along the 

Seine River: Ste Maure-Vannes, Saint Benoit-sur-Seine, Mergey, Villacerf and Chauchigny, all the while 

belonging to the community of the Notre Dame de l’Aube Agricultural School.  For twenty-one years he 

struggled and took very seriously the mission confided to him, scrupulous about his duties.  He composed 

a catechism for his parish that got a mixed reception. 

 

At  the age of seventy, he left Ste Maure for Antony, then Fiac, and back to Antony, where he continued 

to exercise his ministry.  After a year at the Chapel of the Madeleine in Bordeaux, he was assigned to the 

retirement home of “the Cedars” in Sucy-en-Brie in 2006.  That house, which belongs to the Marianist 

sisters, includes:  a community of sisters, some lay persons, a community of brothers and some priests, 

both religious and diocesan.  The brothers disappeared little by little and he found himself alone since the 

end of January 2014, suffering indeed from that solitude.  

 

At Sucy-en-Brie he continued his religious studies and was present in the chapel like clockwork.  Fr. Ott 

was responsible for the daily Mass and for reminding celebrants with failing memories what they had to 

do.  He had gathered into several typed volumes his homilies, studies on topics, retreats, etc.  In 2004, he 

summed up our charism:  “the Marianist charism is the Marian dynamism of a missionary community in 

the service of the Church for evangelization and for education in faith.” 

 

During these last years, besides his deafness, he suffered from osteoarthritis and got around with his 

walker, to which he had attached a school bag.  Hospitalized in Créteil after a fall, he departed to be with 

the Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom he so loved, on Monday, June 15, 2015.   

 

He always had a beautiful smile for those whom he encountered and comforted. May he now exult with 

joy among all his brothers in the presence of the Lord. 


