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Death Notice No. 13 (To all Unit Administrations): 
 

The Region of Canada recommends to our fraternal prayers our 
dear brother, +RAYMOND ROUSSIN, Archbishop Emeritus of 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, who died in the service of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on April 24, 2015 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, at 
the age of 75 with 57 years of religious profession. 
 
His father, Marcel Roussin, and his mother, Germaine Morier, 
were blessed with three children, of whom Raymond was the 
eldest.  He was born June 17, 1939, in St. Boniface, a French-
speaking town in Manitoba. 
 
Raymond attended primary grades in a Catholic school taught by 
the Oblate Sisters.  Lucille, his younger sister, recalls that when 
Raymond was an altar boy, they would play “Mass” and he would 
preside.  For high school he attended the École Provencher, 

directed by the Marianists.  Upon the invitation of an American Marianist, Bro. Louis Reile, he 
entered the Postulate at Maryhurst in St. Louis, Missouri, in August 1955. 
 
After one year of postulate, Raymond moved to Lévis, Québec, to begin his novitiate in August 
1956;  his novice-master was a French Marianist, Fr. Maurice Égron.  He pronounced his first vows 
on August 29, 1957. 
 
After his novitiate, he returned to Maryhurst in St. Louis (1957-59) and then continued on to St. 
Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas (1958-60), to pursue his studies.  Having earned his B.A. 
and a teaching certificate, he worked for three years (1960-63) at Chaminade College Preparatory in 
St. Louis, where he taught religion and French.  Then, in 1964, he returned to St-Anselme, Québec, 
to teach English to the postulants at the Institut Ste-Marie.  In 1965 he was back in St. Louis at 
McBride High School, studying philosophy and working towards a Master’s degree in English 
literature.   
 
The following year Raymond left for the Marianist International Seminary, Regina Mundi, in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, where he obtained his Licentiate in Sacred Theology and was ordained in 
1970.  He then spent one year in St-Augustin in Québec, at the Marianist residence of the 
intercommunitarian scholasticate, following courses in catechesis at Laval University in Québec 
City. 
 
In 1971 he returned to his birthplace, St. Boniface.  There he served as teacher and director of the 
local community until 1979, when he was named Provincial of the Province of Canada, a post he 
held from 1980 to 1987.  From 1986 to 1989, he was principal of the archdiocesan high school of 
St. Boniface.   
 
After a sabbatical year (1989-90) in Bangalore, India, Raymond returned to St. Boniface as Director 
of the Marianist community there (1990-95). 



 
But in 1995 his life took a radical turn.  Three days after the celebration of his 25th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood, an occasion on which he had repeated in his expressions of gratitude 
the words of Mary: “Do whatever he tells you,” a saying dear to the Marianists, he was named 
bishop of Gravelbourg, Saskatchewan, to “guide the diocese through its reintegration into the 
Archdiocese of Regina.”  In fact, he was appointed to close the diocese.  For his motto he took that 
of his religious family:  Fortes in Fide.  On May 1, 1995, he wrote:  “My heart didn’t stop, but it 
came close to doing so, I assure you….  I must say that I remain amazed by this appointment….  
Please don’t change your way of addressing me.  I feel so uncomfortable with the addresses I have 
already heard, “Monseigneur” and “Your Grace,” that I don’t know how to handle them.” 
 
Once the Diocese of Gravelbourg was closed, Raymond received a 
request from the Apostolic Nuncio that astonished him – he was 
offered a choice:  coadjutor to the Bishop of Victoria (British 
Columbia) and succeeding to that bishopric after the retirement of the 
incumbent bishop at age 75, or Thunder Bay (on Lake Superior in 
Ontario), where the see would be vacant after the transfer of the 
incumbent bishop to Calgary.  He chose Victoria on the West Coast 
(Vancouver Island), British Columbia, as coadjutor, then bishop of the 
diocese.  He lived there from 1999 to 2004, a man known for his 
kindness, his courage, his compassion with a firm, yet gentle style of 
leadership. 
 
In 2004 he was named Archbishop of the city of Vancouver, an archdiocese of half a million 
Catholics, the largest in the Canadian West. He said on that occasion:  “… Needless to say, I didn’t 
seek this!  Our Blessed Chaminade told us about following Mary – ‘Do whatever he tells you’ – and 
here I am….” 
 
In 2009, feeling that his health no longer allowed him to render appropriate service in the direction 
of the archdiocese, he offered his resignation and retired to Winnipeg.  Suffering from a severe and 
irreversible clinical depression, Raymond’s health deteriorated from day to day.  He rendered his 
soul to God on April 24, 2015. 
 
Although Raymond had wanted to be buried beside his Marianist brothers in the parochial 
cemetery, he in fact now rests opposite the Cathedral of St. Boniface in a plot just recently reserved 
for the burial of bishops.  Our confrère is the first to be buried in the episcopal plot.   
 
May he rest in peace! 
 


