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Death Notice No. 6 (To all Unit Administrations): 
 

The Region of Eastern Africa recommends to our fraternal prayers our 
dear brother, MICHAEL JOHN COCHRAN, of the Lavington 
Community, Nairobi, Kenya, who died in the service of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on February 7, 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya, at the age of 69 
with 50 years of religious profession. 
 
Bro. Michael was born in Springfield, Ohio, USA, on September 19, 
1945, one of four children of Paul and Rosella (Moran) Cochran. 
 
Bro. Michael attended Marion Catholic High School in Marion, Ohio, 
before entering the Marianist postulate in Beacon, New York, in 
September 1962. Shortly thereafter he entered the novitiate at Marcy, 
New York, and professed first vows there on February 11, 1964. 

 
Bro. Michael earned a bachelor’s degree in education from University of Dayton, Ohio, in 1967. 
Over the next two years, he taught at Covington Catholic in Kentucky; Cathedral Latin in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; and Hackett High School in Kalamazoo, Michigan. In 1969 he was assigned to St. 
James Primary School in Dayton, Ohio, and taught science and music. While there, he took over the 
role of librarian and taught religion to adults. He professed perpetual vows on August 27, 1972 at 
Mount Saint John in Dayton.  
 
During the summers between 1973 and 1977, Bro. Michael worked in New York at a camp for 
children with muscular dystrophy. In 1975, he received a certificate in educational media from 
Wright State University. In 1984, he earned a clinical pastoral education certificate from Miami 
Valley Hospital in Dayton, and a certificate in human development from Sangre De Cristo Center in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
 
In August 1977, Bro. Michael arrived in Nairobi, Kenya, to begin a missionary presence that would 
last 38 years. First he served in Nairobi, assisting in formation, offering library skills at Aquinas 
High School, teaching music at St. Mary’s School and providing pastoral ministry at Kenyatta 
National Hospital. In 1985, he moved to Karonga, Malawi, and taught at Chaminade Secondary 
School and at St. Mary’s School for the Blind. He learned braille so that he could teach more 
effectively. 
 
Bro. Michael returned to Kenya in 2003 and taught English, religion and music at Bakhita 
Formation Centre, which served seminarians from the Diocese of Rumbek in Sudan (now South 
Sudan). He also served as director of the Kitale Community. In 2008, he returned to Nairobi and 
devoted himself to ministry at Kenyatta Hospital and at Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School in 
the Mukuru kwa Njenga slum. 
 
The hospital ministry was dear to Bro. Michael. A nurse officer from Kenyatta hospital wrote this 
about Bro. Michael in 1983: “Apart from keeping the children who are better and walking occupied, 
Bro. Michael never forgets the very ill ones. He will go to their bedside and sit with them and give 



them comfort. It is not rare to see the little ones sitting on his lap sleeping as they listen to music.” 
 
Bro. Michael loved music and dancing, a love he shared with the children touched by his ministry. 
He often gave these children simple flutes. From Karonga to Kitale to Nairobi, Bro. Michael left 
behind a generation that credits development of their musical talents to him. His favorite album was 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller.  
 
Bro. Michael had a special calling to the “ministry of presence.” A fellow community member, Bro. 
Peter Daino, once wrote to Bro. Michael: “Your style Mike, was educational. You never claimed 
you could fix their world but you called people to a new perspective, to a new way of hearing, 
seeing and experiencing their actual realities so that they were grateful in the living of it and would 
even burst into song and praise for the wonder of it.” 
 
Bro. Michael was killed by a speeding driver as he was crossing a Nairobi intersection on foot. He 
was on his way to visit sick and dying children at Kenyatta National Hospital.  Always the 
missionary, he died in service to others, especially the most needy. 
 
May he rest in peace. 


