
 

 

Faculty, Staff, Alumni, and Friends of St. Vincent-St. Mary High School,      

I am privileged to introduce you to Father Patrick Philbin, SM, of the St. Vincent class of 

1951. Twenty three of us signed the nomination for “Father Patrick” to receive a Rev. 

Thomas Maher award. I ask those who graduated with me and their guests 

to wave! Perhaps you have heard that “80 is the new 60”! Take good care of yourselves, 

and you too can enjoy your “golden years” as active alumni!              

I remember Father “Pat” as a pleasant, active, studious young man (today we might call 

him a nerd!) with never a harsh word. The senior yearbook refers to him as “on every 

committee” and “a classical music fan.” He got along with everyone, even Dominican 

Sister Marie Hohman, our feisty faculty math guru. Sister was barely older than her 

students (as we were the very first class she taught.) She is now the last living 

member of the faculty we knew, a sharp and active resident of Our Lady of the Elms.  

Father Philbin was the 6th of 7 children born to Margaret and John Philbin, who came 

here from Ireland.  His one remaining sibling, Patricia, lives in the state of Washington. 

When he was a senior at St. V, Father Patrick met Brother Joseph Mervar, a member of 

the Society of Mary. He was so impressed that after graduation he entered their 

novitiate, and made first vows as a brother in 1952. He continued his own studies as he 

taught high school from 1956 to 1968, first at Chaminade High School, Dayton, and later 

at Chaminade High School, Long Island. He was ordained a priest in the Society of 

Mary in 1972.  

He next taught at Junipero Serra High School in Gardena, California, where, in 1984, he 

became the last Marianist priest to serve as principal. Then he went back to school (for 

his third master’s degree, this time in counseling.) He went to the University of 

California at Irvine to teach and do campus ministry duties. Fr. Pat writes: “In 

December 2000, a Vietnamese student at USC asked me to come to Vietnam to bury his 

parents, who had recently died. My initial response to Vietnam was not positive. 

However, I met some poor students who begged me to return to teach them English, 

and I have been ministering there ever since.” 



It is Father Patrick’s work with the poor as well as medical mission teams in Vietnam 

that humbles us who nominated him for this award. Jack Graham, husband of our 

classmate Ann Shircliff Graham, had started a very popular newsletter for the class, 

and a couple of times he included with it a copy of Fr. Patrick's “Vietnam Medical 

Mission Report” detailing some of the work he did there. We learned of poverty, heat, 

lack of medical care, and miserable living conditions.   

Father spends about half his year now in Vietnam teaching 40 seminarians, and 

assisting two medical mission teams, which assist “the poorest of the poor” to get 

medical care or schooling. He is bringing joy to orphans, comfort to lepers and the 

mentally challenged. Assisted by dedicated local persons who know how to reach these 

forgotten souls, he reaches out to those with no electricity or running water, inadequate 

food, and no access to medicines. He also teaches cloistered Carmelite nuns at the 

Saigon Carmelite Convent, founded by nuns from the community of St. Therese of 

Lisieux, France. 

We may not be able to minister to God’s poor in a foreign country as so many 

missionaries do, but we CAN keep in contact with acquaintances who are elderly, sick, 

neglected, or anxious closer to home. Some of your own classmates may have special 

needs, feel lonely, perhaps in a nursing home, or grieving a recent loss. We tend 

to connect with old friends only at holiday time. Let's think of Father Patrick and his 

helpers as we pick up the phone, send an email, write a note to the lonely so they do not 

feel forgotten. Please pray for Father Patrick and his helpers as you REACH OUT AND 

TOUCH SOMEONE.                       

 

Barbara Gibson Gustafson St. V'51 

 

 


