
BRO. LEO WILLETT 

70 years of profession 

 

I was born to James Alton Willett (1904-70) and Teresa Toon (1903-93) in East St. Louis, 

Ill., on Aug. 11, 1925, and named Delbert Leo. (Note: In the novitiate, my novice-master 

announced on All Saints Day that I was not Bro. Delbert – I was Bro. Leo!) My brother 

Eugene was born in 1927 and died of liver cancer in 1997. My parents and grandparents 

were mainly from Colonial Maryland and Colonial Virginia. (Since 1979, my hobby has 

been family research. Great.)  

 

During the Great Depression, when my father worked a week-off/week-on, my mother, 

brother and I moved to Fancy Farm, Ky. In my second and third grades, I attended St. 

Jerome School, taught by the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth (SCN). In East St. Louis, I 

attended St. Joseph Elementary School, taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

(SSND), and Central Catholic High School (1939-43), taught by the Brothers of Mary.  

 

I entered the novitiate in Galesville, Wis., with John Gorman, a classmate at CCHS, and 

we professed first vows on Aug. 15, 1944, and final vows on July 15, 1948.  

 

From early in life, I believe I have tried to see in others a person to be respected, to be 

helped if possible, with whom to be honest and caring, and to be given the benefit of the 

doubt when not understood. This Christian outlook, from my faith heritage, is why I 

considered seriously, “Was I being called to be a Marianist religious?” For an answer, I 

went to the novitiate in 1943. More and more my life as a Marianist has helped me 

become better aware that my outlook of others was in reality trying to see Jesus, son of 

Mary, in each and every one (Mt 25:40). Yes, this tremendous gift has fulfilled my life 

and daily I am trying to practice this strongly beloved truth.  

 

In my 70 years of ministry in nine different communities, I have never wanted to leave 

any of these communities. What a blessing. My ministry for 40 years was in six high 

schools with 23 years as an administrator: St. Mary’s in St. Louis, Don Bosco in 

Milwaukee, Nolan in Fort Worth, Central Catholic in San Antonio, Daniel J. Gross in 

Omaha (founding principal), Chaminade College Prep in St. Louis, the Marianist 

Provincial in St. Louis, the Marianist Novitiate in Dayton, and the Marianist Residence 

in San Antonio. Yes, definitely I have been blessed in many ways, especially in my 

family, my faith heritage, my call to be a Marianist brother, my ministries, my 

perseverance for 70 years. In am in THANKSGIVING to God and Mary, to family, to 

fellow brothers, students, and friends all.   


