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Dear Friends of the Marianists,

I remember the first time I saw Singhpur Village. It was
January 2011 during the first year of my service on
the Provincial Administration. Marianist Brother Joe
Kamis, assistant provincial, and I went to India and
spent five weeks there visiting the Marianist commu-

nities and ministries.
Singhpur Village, located in northern

India, was rural and peaceful, with wide
expanses and a great blue sky. It didn't take
long, though, to see the stinging poverty
beneath this bucolic surface. We soon dis-
covered that the problems of rural poverty,
found in so many places in our world, were
familiar to the residents of Singhpur and
its neighboring villages.

Education, healthcare, food security,
clothing and, most importantly, nourishment
for the human spirit — all things parents
desire for their children — were missing.
This is the setting in which Indian Marianists
have been serving as teachers and admin-
istrators for more than 20 years. 

Morning Star School — called Prabhat Tara
in Hindi — is a sign of hope for poor children ages 5
to 16. Under Marianist leadership, the school provides
a quality education and continues to attract new 
students. Since 2006, student enrollment has more
than doubled. It is one of the best ways our brothers
can address the needs of development in this part of
the world. Though India is considered one of the
growing and important world economies, extreme
poverty — especially in rural areas — exists for many
of its 1.2 billion people.   

Fly 10,000 miles west to another expression of deep
poverty: the inner-city neighborhood of Twin Towers
in Dayton, Ohio. The needs are much the same but
with one huge exception: a sense of hopelessness —
that life will never get better — pervades this neigh-
borhood. In this blighted, rundown section of the city,
a community of Lay Marianists has begun an urban
farm, turning abandoned urban space into an oasis that
provides both food and hope for the neighborhood. 

The Nassau-St. Paul Lay Marianist community,
comprised of six members, has been living and work-
ing in the Twin Towers neighborhood for six years,
mentored and supported by Marianist Brothers Ray
Fitz and Tom Pieper. Like their counterparts in rural
India, these young people are motivated by the spirit
and charism of Blessed Chaminade and serve as
channels of God’s love and mercy.

You will read about these and other stories in this
issue of ALIVE. It comes to you with our very best
wishes and with deep gratitude for your care and
support for the Society of Mary and its many educa-
tional and service ministries. As we promise our daily
prayers for you, we gratefully accept your prayers
for us and for the people we serve in the name of
Jesus and his Mother.

Gratefully,

Father Martin Solma, SM
Provincial

Father Martin Solma, SM

A Message
from the Provincial
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Mary’s Farm: 
A faith-based Marianist farming operation
in Dayton, Ohio, makes a brave statement
about loving your neighbor.

By John Gilmore

A Commitment to Urban
Social Justice
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Michael Schulz never thought he’d be a
farmer. Yet this 28-year-old graduate of the
University of Dayton, who has a degree in

religious studies and human rights, found his career
veering in that direction in the unlikeliest of places
— Twin Towers, an inner-city neighborhood in 
Dayton, Ohio.

Located less than two miles from the University of
Dayton’s well-manicured campus, Twin Towers is a
world of debilitating hardship, where more than 40
percent of the children live below the poverty level.

“It's one of the poorest neighborhoods you can
imagine,” says Marianist Brother Ray Fitz, Ph.D.,
Ferree Professor of Social Justice at the University 
of Dayton, who is well-known for championing the
needs of the inner-city poor in Dayton.  

Tim Odom, 39, a Twin Towers resident, knows the
neighborhood well. “Houses are rundown and vacant.
There is gun violence, drug activity and prostitution
— and there are so many children. I wish the kids didn’t
have to be in the middle of all the garbage going on
in the streets.”

Given a chance, most people would flee this part of
East Dayton. Yet six years ago, Schulz and a group of
Lay Marianists put down roots in a home one block
from where Odom lives. They were committed to
bringing the presence of Jesus to a place where God’s
grace is desperately needed. It wasn’t long before they
noticed an opportunity: Vacant lots pockmarked the
neighborhood. Believing that access to healthy food is

a basic human right, they began
converting this land into vegetable
gardens to grow produce for 
people in the neighborhood.
What started as a seedling of an
idea has grown into the Mission
of Mary Cooperative (MMC), an
urban farming enterprise.

The mission of the Lay Marianists is not simply 
to grow food. They are living in solidarity with the
poor as a statement of social justice, nurturing their

neighbors through food and friendship. It is a mission
based on faith, love and a conviction that the people
of Twin Towers deserve a better life.

“We realized people in our neighborhood did not
have access to affordable, fresh produce,” says Schulz,
founder of the MMC and the farm’s executive director.
“Like Mary, we said ‘yes’ to starting the urban farm.
Our hope is that the food we grow will help people
live healthier lives. The gardens also create green
spaces that begin to reimagine what a post-industrial
city like Dayton could look like.”

Mary’s urban homesteaders
The Lay Marianists first rented a house on Nassau
Street in 2007. Last year, they purchased a house nearby
on St. Paul Avenue. Today the Nassau-St. Paul Lay
Marianist Community comprises six people. Schulz
lives in the community with his wife, Beth, a music
therapist. Eric Stoiber is a teacher at Chaminade Julienne

“Growing food as
efficiently as possible
is not our goal. 
We often drop our
shovels and talk.
The idea of being
present to people
and building relation-
ships is what’s most
important.”

Michael Schulz

Michael Schulz, founder, Mission
of Mary Cooperative and the
farm’s executive director

Far left, Steven Mackell, co-farm
manager, Mary Sheets, a
neighborhood volunteer, and
Becky Welch, a farm intern,
maintain the gardens; Left,
Richard Bogusz, a farm intern,
waters plants in the Mission of
Mary hothouse.
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Catholic High School, a Marianist-sponsored school.
David Weickert serves AmeriCorps at local high
schools and works as farm manager. Bernie Weeks
attends graduate school for pastoral ministry at the
University of Dayton, and Danielle Joseph is study-
ing integrated health counseling at the Institute for
Integrative Nutrition.

Because many community members have day jobs
or are students, the farm is run by a cadre of interns,
volunteers and a few full-time staff. The work is
physically challenging. Schulz’s team doesn’t use
chemicals, but tends to the crops by hand, taking 
advantage of every daylight minute during the
planting and harvesting seasons. When they are 
outside working, neighbors often stop by to chat.

“Growing food as efficiently as possible is not our
goal,” says Schulz. “We often drop our shovels and
talk. The idea of being present to people and build-
ing relationships is what’s most important.”

When Odom moved into the neighborhood in 2010,
he didn’t know anybody. “They knocked on my door
and invited me to dinner, and they still do,” he says.
“We have awesome meals from their garden, study
the Bible and just talk.”

The MMC also is nurturing relationships among
the interns and staff, inspiring them to go out and
make a difference. 

Volunteers from the University of Dayton — 
a Marianist university — and local high schools, 
including Chaminade Julienne, as well as churches

and youth groups regularly work on the farm for
service projects. As they contribute their sweat 
equity, they learn about land stewardship and what
it means to have an intentional urban presence.

“I got hooked on their spirit and sense of commu-
nity,” says Libby Freeze, a graduate of Ohio’s Denison
University who was an intern at the farm in 2011 and
is now a farm manager at a nonprofit organization in
Ypsilanti, Mich. “I grew up Catholic, but had become
disillusioned with Catholicism. By acting on their
beliefs, these community members helped me rethink
my beliefs and opened me to their spirituality.”

Faith-based farming
The lay community relies on a life of prayer and 
ongoing acts of kindness to provide their neighbors
a taste of Marianist spirituality — and their palates 
a sampling of fresh vegetables. They have a daily
prayer schedule and host a regular house Mass.

“This is not just an economic endeavor — it is a
faith-based enterprise,” says Brother Ray. “Their
challenge will be to maintain their great energy
while staying true to their Marianist ideals and what
God is calling them to do in this neighborhood.”

With the help of volunteers and interns, the farm
is selling enough food to break even and pay for its
operations. To become self-sufficient, the MMC is 
exploring ways to generate more revenue. They also

Each week, the Mission of Mary farm delivers bags of fresh 
produce to residents in the Twin Towers neighborhood. 

Steven Mackell and farm interns
Richard Bogusz and Becky
Welch sort and bag fresh 
produce from the gardens.

“This is not just an
economic endeavor
— it is a faith-based
enterprise. Their
challenge will be to
maintain their great
energy while stay-
ing true to their
Marianist ideals and
what God is calling
them to do in this
neighborhood.”

Marianist Brother Ray Fitz
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would like to employ people from the neighborhood.
“If we are doing God’s will, then how do we keep

it going — make it sustainable — so we can increase
our impact?” asks Schulz. “That’s the question that
gnaws at me.”

Brother Ray and Marianist Brother Tom Pieper, who
met most of these young men and women at the
University of Dayton, serve as the community’s
mentors in matters both spiritual and practical.
Brother Ray is helping them navigate the paperwork

required to establish the MMC as a nonprofit organi-
zation so it can accept tax-exempt donations and
continue to grow.

One key to the success of the farm is finding creative
ways to make the food affordable and easily accessible
to their East Dayton neighbors.

In 2012, they established a CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture) program to sell discounted
bags of produce each week to residents during the
20-week growing season. 

Twice a week, they bring newly picked produce
to the local food pantry at St. Mary Catholic Church,
where they serve 100 to 150 people.

Every second Sunday, the community hosts a meal
at Dayton's New Hope Church, where many of their
neighbors worship. 

The Lay Marianists also operate a weekend roadside
food stand on Xenia Avenue, a main thoroughfare
where they farm a small plot.

Tangible results
This season, the community is growing more than 
30 different vegetables, along with fruit and nut trees
— “almost everything except corn and soybeans,”
says Schulz. 

The Lay Marianists are providing fresh, healthy food.
New green spaces are brightening the neighborhood.
There are smiles, waves and cookie deliveries from
neighbors, some of whom have been inspired to
beautify their own yards.

“Our hope is that people feel a renewed pride in the
neighborhood and more optimism about the future,”
says Schulz.

“We can’t achieve everything Chaminade, Adèle
and Marie Thérèse had in mind by growing a few
vegetables,” admits Stephen Mackell, acknowledg-
ing the inspiration they receive from the Marianist
founders. A spring 2013 graduate of the University
of Dayton, Mackell was an intern at the farm last
summer and is now sharing the role of farm man-
ager. He is hopeful about their impact. “The farm 
enables us to engage with people in the inner city.
It’s an example for urban centers across the country
of how one’s intentions and spirituality can trans-
form a place,” he says. 

The Lay Marianists are making a difference, one
carrot, garden plot and kind gesture at a time. 

“If more people came together and worked toward
a solution like they are doing here, maybe it wouldn't
be so bad,” says Odom. “These folks are trying to make
an impact, and that is what Dayton needs.”  ■

John Gilmore is a freelance writer from St. Louis.

Every second Sunday, members
of the Nassau-St. Paul Lay
Marianist Community host a
meal at Dayton’s New Hope
Church, where many of their
neighbors worship. Much of the
meal is made from produce
grown on the farm.
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Students from Morning Star School, Singhpur Village, India

Can“You
Do It”

Through a school in Singhpur Village, a poor community in northern India, the
Marianists encourage students to reach for a better life.

By Jan D. Dixon
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Imagine life without a cell phone, the Internet, an
MP3 player or a television. Imagine your home
without running water, electricity, a toilet or a

shower. Imagine your family without a car or trans-
portation so that you must walk everywhere: 
to school, to work, to the market. Imagine feeling
hungry almost all the time.

According to the 2011 India census, this is the world
most poor, rural children and their families — more
than 362 million people — awaken to each day. With
little education or job skills, families struggle to live
on some of the lowest wages in the world, often
earning less than $1.25 a day. 

For a typical family of six, it is a battlefield for survival
where parents are forced to make tough choices: Which
children go to school? Who stays home to take care of

siblings? Who must get a job
to help pay family expenses?
Who must get married at an
early age so that other hungry
mouths can be fed? There
are few options for a family
that struggles to survive.

This is the world Sanjay
Saraiya was born into. He
grew up in a small village

near Singhpur Village, a rural area 20 miles southeast
of Ranchi, a city of two million in northern India.
“But I was fortunate,” says Sanjay, who attended
Morning Star School from kindergarten through 10th
grade. Now in his late twenties, Sanjay returned to
Morning Star, a Marianist-sponsored school, to teach
high school math.

“It’s not just learning to read and write at Morning
Star,” he says. “It’s different from other schools in
rural India because the children are taught Marianist
values and leadership qualities. They are taught self-
discipline and encouraged to reach for the stars.” 

Helping children and adolescents envision a path
out of poverty is the main focus of this Marianist school. 

Developing trust – one family at a time
Last year, Morning Star celebrated its 20th anniversary
as a Marianist school. Father David Paul, director of
development for Marianist ministries in developing
countries, has been traveling to Singhpur for 13 years
and has witnessed its growth. “I’ve watched the stu-
dent body more than double and the facilities expand.
It’s gratifying to see how a Marianist education in this
poor region of India is making a difference in the lives

of so many children and families, giving
them hope for a better tomorrow.” 

That tomorrow starts with a concerted
effort to know the people in the villages.
Marianist Brother Sukrit Tirkey, head-
master of Morning Star School, takes
time each year to visit the homes of his
students. “I am always disturbed at the
level of poverty I see. I come from a
poor, rural part of India,
but what I see here still
shocks me,” he says, noting
that Jharkhand, where
Singhpur is located, is 
one of the poorest states 
in India. 

One of the byproducts
of devastating poverty is
that many parents never
attended school. The adult
literacy rate in the Singhpur
area is 14 percent. With no education or job skills,
parents travel to Ranchi, a 45-minute journey each
day, to find work. But there isn’t much they are 
qualified to do. 

Women sometimes find low-paying jobs as domestic
workers. Men might find jobs as day laborers. “Some
resort to ragpicking,” says Marianist Brother Alex
Toppo, who has worked for years on the streets in
Ranchi with families who make their living by sorting
through garbage and recycling plastics, tin, paper or
pieces of coal for less than a dollar a day. With so few
options, many stay in Singhpur Village their entire
lives working for little pay in the rice paddies or
brick factories. 

With parents gone most of the day, the children are
left alone for many hours. “Our job is to get them into
school. Without an education, there isn’t much hope
for them,” says Brother Sukrit. 

The Marianists also work hard to keep the children
in school. “About six percent drop out after the fourth
grade,” says Brother Sukrit, noting that they often
get jobs in the rice paddies or brick factories to help
support their families. In contrast, government-run
schools have a 40 percent dropout rate. The personal
intervention of the Marianists and staff is the key
reason they are able to keep more children in school. 

The school’s ongoing outreach to parents has paid
off. It continues to add roughly 100 students each year.
Today the enrollment is more than 1,500 students.

Sanjay Saraiya and
Renee Dhan, alumni
of Morning Star School,
now serve as teachers
at the school.

“Our job is to get
them into school.
Without an education,
there isn’t much hope
for them.” 

Marianist Brother Sukrit Tirkey
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Help us launch a student sponsorship program!

Last year, Morning Star School marked its 20th anniversary as a Marianist-sponsored
school. During these years, donors have been instrumental in helping the school and

student body grow by providing financial support to offset building costs, new science labs,
tuition and fees.

To continue empowering poor children in rural India, the Marianists are inviting you to
sponsor a child. We invite you to make a gift of $125, which covers the cost of uniforms, books

and tuition for one student for one year. You will receive a photo and name of the child you are
sponsoring. During the year, the student will send a letter to update you on how she or he is

doing. “It’s more than making a donation. It’s about establishing a friendship by sponsoring a young
boy or girl whose future greatly depends on your love and support,” says Marianist Father David Paul. 

To be a sponsor: Send your donation to: Morning Star Sponsorship, Marianist Mission, 4435 Patterson
Road, Dayton, Ohio, 45481-0001. To send a donation now, please use the enclosed envelope or go to
www.marianist.com/india. For more information, contact Father David Paul, SM, at 314.533.1207 or
dpaul@sm-usa.org

Be sure to see the new 
Marianist video about India.

Though many ALIVE readers will never
travel to India, a newly released video

called “The Marianists in India: Breaking
the Cycle of Poverty” provides a compelling
overview of the Marianist work among
India’s poorest populations. To view the
video, go to www.marianist.com/india.

Expanding the imagination
Some alumni of Morning Star School have found their
way back to the school after securing teaching certifi-
cates because they want to be part of a Marianist school.
Renee Dhan is one of them.

Though many girls and young women fight an uphill
battle in India to finish high school or go to college,
Renee found support from her family. “I always saw
myself as a teacher,” she says.

Each school day, she rides her bike less than two
miles to Morning Star School, where she has been

teaching kindergarten through sixth grade, rotating
each year based on the school’s needs. “Many of the
students know my family and remember me as a
student here. They look up to me and wonder if they
can do the same thing,” she says.

“I tell them that life is much bigger than this little
village. I want to expand their view of themselves
and help them see they can create a better life.”

Still, for many it’s a steep climb. “They need a lot
of encouragement,” says Renee. “But with a good
education, I tell them: ‘You can do most anything’.”   ■
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Jonathan Ibanez was six years old when he sat down for his
first piano lesson. “I was as nervous as a preschooler on his
first day,” says Jonathan, now 15. But the instant he heard his

instructor strike middle C, his anxiety fell away. “From that moment
on, to combat fear and apprehension, I would imagine myself play-
ing the piano.”

Now a sophomore at St. Anthony Junior-Senior High School, a
Marianist-sponsored school in Wailuku, Maui, both Jonathan and
his love of music have matured.
He serves as the school band’s
treasurer and assistant drum
major. In the band, he plays the
bass clarinet, as piano is not an
option. Jonathan explains, “As
soon as I heard its familiar middle
C, I knew that the clarinet would
be the instrument for me.”

St. Anthony’s band has 44 
students in grades nine through
12. Director Everett Yamashita
has known for some time that 
he was leading a talented group
of young people. Like Jonathan,
many of the band members
started playing instruments at
early ages. Freshman Olivia 
Carbajal learned to play the
trumpet in second grade. “It was my first band teacher's favorite
instrument, and I wanted to impress him by being the best trum-
peter he’d ever heard,” says Olivia. 

Everett wanted to share the band members’ gifts with a broader
audience. So, in 2011, he started researching mainland music festivals.
The Manhattan Concert Productions National Band & Orchestra
Festival caught his eye. “To play on stage at Carnegie Hall would
be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our students,” says Everett.
He filed an application and within a week the band was accepted.

“With the support of Principal Patricia Rickard,” says Everett,
“this was the start of our amazing journey to Carnegie Hall.”

Making their debut
For two years, band members, classmates, and even alumni and local
businesses rallied to raise funds for the trip. They sold thousands
of candy bars, held a carnival and produced a benefit concert. But
their biggest commitment was in the band room: For two years,

they practiced. “Sometimes 
I was there four times a day,” says
Jonathan. “It became a home away
from home.”

In late March, the band made the
trip from Maui to The Big Apple,
where they joined eight other
bands performing at the festival.
“Being with friends made this trip
even more exciting,” says Olivia.
“We had opportunities to grow
closer and to make new friends.” 

On April 1, the St. Anthony 
Junior-Senior High School band
performed Steven Reineke’s “The
Witch and the Saint” and Gustav
Holst’s “First Suite in E Flat” at
Carnegie Hall in front of hundreds
of guests.

While setting up his bass clarinet, Jonathan’s hands began to
tremble. He closed his eyes and immediately recalled his first
piano lesson. “I remembered the sound of middle C. Then I opened
my eyes and finished setting up,” he says. After a brief practice
session, the student musicians walked on stage and into the spot-
light. “What impressed me most was the sound that I heard us 
create,” says Jonathan. “We played our hearts out.”  ■

Amy George Rush is a freelance writer from St. Louis.

Members of the St. Anthony Junior-Senior High School band worked for two
years to raise funds, garner community support and polish their performance
before their debut at Carnegie Hall.

A Marianist high school band recounts an amazing journey to Carnegie Hall.

By Amy George Rush

“We Played 
Our Hearts Out”
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Pull a sketchbook off his shelf. Open it and you
have wandered into the mind of Marianist
Brother A. Joseph Barrish: blue tiled roofs

covering magenta buildings under an emerald sky;
deep lines etching the face of St. Peter; an Easter-
egg-colored sky silhouetting three crosses on a hill. 

Twenty-five years of sketchbooks — which
Brother Joe guesses number 40 — fill bookcases and

cabinets in his studio at
Gallery Saint John at
Mount Saint John in
Beavercreek, Ohio. 

“I have to draw or
paint,” he says. “I have to
put something on paper
or on canvas. Art, partic-
ularly the visual arts, are
central to my life.”

His sketchbooks capture
the inspiration he absorbs
from the world — ideas he
later manifests in paint,
glass, ink and other media.
It is impossible to attach
his name to a single style,
just as it’s hard to describe

his teaching methods that have inspired thousands
of school children, college students and adults. “One

course I taught, to encourage some
hesitant souls, was called ‘Art for the
Terrified,’” he says with a smile.   

Scenes from an
artist’s life
Now 84, Brother Joe began studying
art in grade school, encouraged by
Sister Damian at St. Patrick’s Parish
in Cleveland. She was impressed with
his sketch of sparks flying from a
welder’s torch. He took first vows in
1947 and studied art and education
at the University of Dayton. 

There, he met Marianist Brother Mel
Meyer and forged a friendship that is
chronicled in many of his sketchbooks. 

“Joe and I have the same interests,”
says Brother Mel from his St. Louis art
studio. “We like to work and we work
every day.”

Each summer for 30 years, the men climbed in
Brother Mel’s van and spent weeks painting and
sketching through New England, the Badlands, 
Texas and Wisconsin.

The sketchbook from 1987 — made while teaching
in Rome and traveling through Spain — shows vivid
images in marker. They are reminiscent of a painting of

Sacred
Art of Seeing

As an artist and teacher, Marianist Brother Joe Barrish helps people 
catch a glimpse of God through his colorful lens. 

By Michelle Tedford

The 

Our Lady of Valencia

“Alive” is the term
that best defines
Brother Joe’s art. 
He says he seeks to
express “yes” to life
in the way Mary 
responded “yes” to
God. He often quotes
the phrase on the
first page of his Rule
of Life: “All good
things have come 
together with her.”
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a Victorian house, with green walls askew under a purple
sky. That image hangs today in the gallery hallway.

“Color is his forte,” says Marianist Brother Don
Smith, a potter at Gallery Saint John, who says
Brother Joe’s spirituality is manifested in all his art,
including sketches based on readings from daily Mass.

“Brother Joe says his main work is
to make people aware of God’s
hand in life.”

Drawing his way
through Scripture
In an ink sketch based on readings
from the first Friday of Lent, the
word “Peter” appears in the lined
background above the saint whose
face is creased and bearded, hand
grasping a white key against a black
robe. Brother Joe is transforming the
sketch into a linoleum cut and print. 

Another sketch portrays the story
of the prodigal son. It stirs a tender
spot. “I see that young man and his
father. The son has made a boo-boo,
and the father says ‘it’s OK’ and runs
to his son.” Brother Joe’s voice breaks.
“He runs, and that’s important.”

Artists are sensitive people,
Brother Joe says. “They feel everything, which is
why they often go off the deep end and die young.”

Brother Joe is in no such danger. “Living with a
bunch of religious guys is a stabilizing influence,” he
jokes. “You’ve got to do the dishes when it’s your

turn, whether you like it or not. We’re brought back
all the time in a gentle or forceful way.”

Brother Joe lives with six Marianist brothers and
priests in Meyer Hall, a short walk from the gallery
he helped transform from a maintenance shop in
1989. As gallery coordinator, he ensures the carpets
are cleaned, the website is updated and the gallery
schedule is drafted. 

But Marianist Brother Charlie Wanda, a watercolor
artist, also describes Brother Joe’s role as a “fellow
guide,” whose creative energy charges the atmosphere. 

“Sometimes I create a mood all in blue, but I try
to put an accent in there,” says Brother Charlie of his
approach to color influenced by Brother Joe. “Color

brings the painting more alive.”
“Alive” is the term that best defines

Brother Joe’s art. He says he seeks to express
“yes” to life in the way Mary responded
“yes” to God. He often quotes the phrase
on the first page of his Rule of Life: “All
good things have come together with her.”

“Over the years,” he says, “she has
been my guide and my inspiration.”  ■

Michelle Tedford is a freelance writer from
Dayton, Ohio.

Peter

Brother Joe Barrish teaches art classes through the
University of Dayton’s Lifelong Learning Program.
This fall he will teach a course called “Acrylic Paint
Along,” where he will paint and demonstrate techniques
as students work on their own pieces.

Ohio house



Unsung Marianist Heroes

Last summer, while on a spiritual retreat at the Marianist Re-
treat & Conference Center in Eureka, Mo., Denise Carpenter
stumbled upon an issue of ALIVE magazine featuring an 

article about Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School (OLN), a 
Marianist-sponsored school in Nairobi, Kenya. The article described
how supporters of the school, located in one of Nairobi’s largest
slums, were financing a program to provide students with a cup 
of porridge or “uji” each morning. 

OLN’s nearly 2,000 students live
in extreme poverty. For most of
these children, the breakfast and
lunch they receive at school are the
only meals they will eat all day.

Moved by the children’s need,
Denise decided to sponsor an 
OLN student while she prayerfully
considered how to make a larger commitment. Sponsoring a 
student costs $125 a year and provides a child with an education
and vital nutrition.

“The Marianists use their donations effectively to give the chil-
dren so much for $125 a year,” says Denise.

Not the real owner
Denise’s father died in 2008, leaving her a substantial inheritance.
She contributed to a number of organizations, including groups
committed to animal welfare and ending the death penalty. In 2012
she began exploring programs to benefit underprivileged children.
“I look not only for worthy causes,” says Denise, “but for organiza-
tions that use donor funds effectively, which is what drew me to the
Marianist ministry at OLN.” 

Denise contacted the Marianist development office to learn more
about the school and its needs. She valued OLN’s holistic support
of the children, providing not only education but food and a loving
environment. Even more impressive, she felt, was the school’s track

record: More OLN graduates pursue secondary education or tech-
nical training opportunities than do students from government-
sponsored schools, underscoring the school’s role in breaking the
cycle of poverty.

“It’s hard for people in the United States to conceive of extreme
poverty,” she says. “To see the number of OLN students who continue
their education — given their poverty and where they’re growing
up — is incredible.”

Recognizing the importance of OLN to the children of Nairobi,
Denise made a generous contribution that will enable the school to
continue serving poor children in the slums of Nairobi. 

Denise doesn’t know if she’ll ever visit Kenya to witness the 
difference her gift has made in the lives of the children. Still, she
says, there is intrinsic value in being a good financial steward.

“Giving money away reminds me that I am not the real
owner,” says Denise. “I am holding it in trust for God.”  ■

Shelly Reese is a freelance writer from Cincinnati.

God’s Trust Fund
Denise Carpenter, a licensed social worker from St. Louis, knows the blessings 

that come from being a good steward of God’s gifts.

By Shelly Reese
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about how you can sponsor a child, visit www.marianist.com/oln or call 1.800.348.4732.To Learn More
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“It’s hard for people in the United States
to conceive of extreme poverty. To see
the number of OLN students continue
their education — given their poverty
and where they’re growing up — 
is incredible.”

Denise Carpenter



Pam Laurenzi received a phone call one day
from Madge Hempsey, a woman who attends
her parish in Camden, N.J. “We couldn’t recall

that we’d ever met, so I tried to describe myself,” says
Pam. “I told her, ‘I’m a little, fat, white-haired lady.’”

“So am I!” said Madge. “We both laughed, enjoying
the instant rapport,” recalls Pam.

That conversation was the beginning of an eight-
year friendship and a collaborating partnership. “Madge
had led a retreat for widows at Cape May, and invited
me to attend,” says Pam, who lost her husband, Carmen,
20 years ago.

Since then, the duo has been offering a Widow’s
Retreat each spring at the Marianist Family Retreat
Center at Cape May Point, N.J. This year marks the
10th anniversary of this gathering of women.

The main focus of the retreat isn’t bereavement,
though time is taken to honor the spouse who has
passed and share the losses each has endured. “It’s
about asking the questions: Who am I now and where
is God calling me?” says Anthony Fucci, retreat 
center director. 

Sharing our stories
According to a 2011 report by the Department of Health
and Human Services, women are four times more likely
to outlive their spouses. Today there are 8.7 million
women facing one of the life’s biggest challenges: 
redefining one’s self after the death of a husband. 

“It was the hardest time in my life,” recalls
Madge, who was 63 when her husband, Moe, died
from pancreatic cancer. Having earned a living in

Take Two
Rebuilding Life

After Loss
Women gather at a Marianist retreat center for
comfort, spiritual renewal and help in reframing
their lives after the loss of their husbands.

By Jan D. Dixon

Pam Laurenzi and Madge Hempsey direct the Widow’s Retreat
with the assistance of Ree Six, worship leader for the retreat, and
Marianist Father Tim Dwyer, who celebrates Mass.
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sales, Madge thought she was capable of doing most
everything. “But once he was gone, I realized how many
things I’d relied on him for, especially his cooking and
his affirmations.”

Madge’s story opens the door for others. “The retreat
gives people permission to be honest about their feel-
ings,” says Pam, “and that starts with the leaders
creating a safe place.”

Healing often begins when a woman is willing to
tell her story and listen to others share theirs. “It helps
to know you’re not alone,” says Madge. “The most
encouraging stories are how women are putting their
lives back together.”

The courage to step out
Trudy Corma, 71, lost her husband, Salvatore, in 2011
after a lengthy illness. But the death of her 24-year old
son in Afghanistan two years earlier made it doubly
hard. “I felt depressed and alone,” she says.

That’s when an ad about the Widow’s Retreat in
the church bulletin caught her attention. She decided
to give it a try. “You either go down in despair or you
turn to God. I’d say all of us at that retreat had turned
to God,” says Trudy. “Being around these women and
hearing their stories lifted my spirits.”

Marianist Brother Stan Zubek, who plays banjo
and helped lead the women in an evening singalong,
noticed that the retreat creates a special bond. “It’s a
great support community,” he says.

The singalong was one of the highlights of the retreat
for Pat Konopatski, 72, whose husband, Pete, died in
2011. “Throughout the weekend, we laughed and
cried and encouraged each other,” says Pat, “but the
singing brought a special warmth back into my life.”

In September, just when the monarch butterflies
descend on Cape May on their annual migration south,
the Marianist Retreat Center hosts a follow-up session
called the Butterfly Retreat. Led by Madge and Pam,
it’s an opportunity for the women to enjoy renewed
support and envision their own rebirth.

Although Betty Fean hasn’t been to the fall gather-
ing, she has attended the spring retreat for the last
seven years. “I wouldn’t miss it,” she says. “It helps
me get in touch with my feelings and realize just how
far I’ve come since my husband, Charles, died. It’s a
privilege to see women find joy in their lives again.”

Madge and Pam agree. “I am inspired when I see
women who have been crushed by life pull themselves
together and find their passion for living again,”
says Pam.

“We’re fortunate to lead the retreat at Cape May,”
adds Madge. “Being on the beach reminds us that
grief comes in waves. When that happens, we need
each other. We need community to help us through.”   

To learn more about retreats offered at the Marianist
Family Retreat Center, visit www.capemaymarianists.org
or call 609.884.3829.

The retreat offers time for
women to share their stories
and listen to others experiencing
similar life challenges.
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The View From Here

Though many miles from his boyhood home, Marianist Brother
Michael Chiuri finds joy and satisfaction in community life.

By John Schroeder

Long Road
Taking the 

Above: Marianist Brother Mike Chiuri with students at Mother Seton Academy in Baltimore
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A s a child growing up in Nairobi, Kenya,
Michael Chiuri didn’t find the notion of a 
religious vocation unusual. It was a frequent

topic of conversation in his family.
“My uncle is a diocesan priest and I have two aunts

who are religious sisters,” says Marianist Brother Mike.
“So our grandparents often asked us, ‘Who’s next?’”

As a youth, he did not find their question compelling.
“I used to think: ‘It doesn’t have to be me,’” he recalls.
It would be many years and nearly 10,000 miles from
home before he gave the idea his full attention.

Seek and you shall find
After earning a business degree at The Catholic 
University of Eastern Africa, Brother Mike moved 
to Los Angeles in the 1990s to
complete an MBA. He then
made a career choice that
shocked his family. He side-
stepped the business path to
become a teacher at an inner-
city middle school.

“I wanted to give it a try,”
he says. While he enjoyed
teaching, something didn’t
feel right. “Because of my
training, I decided to try the
business world. Otherwise
I’d never know if teaching
was my true passion,” he says. 

He landed a management job at an international
risk reporting firm, a position he held for about five
years. “The sky was the limit,” he says. “I had a nice
car, a great apartment, money in the bank, but I kept
feeling there must be something more.”

Then on Vocation Sunday in 2005, he heard the
question again — this time from a speaker after Mass
at his parish: Have you considered religious life? “The
idea just wouldn’t go away, so I called the archdiocesan
vocation office.”   

That’s when he decided to look at different religious
orders — a quest that led to the Marianists, and an
invitation to take part in a discernment weekend at 
a retreat center near a Marianist community just out-
side Los Angeles.

The Marianists kept in touch, inviting him to
monthly discernment meetings. Eventually, they
suggested that he come for a live-in experience, too.
“It was supposed to last a week, but it ended up
being six weeks,” Brother Mike says. 

“Finally, with the brothers’ encouragement, I took

the plunge and applied to the Marianist aspirancy
program in the spring of 2009.” 

Hints along the path
Throughout his discernment journey, he found him-
self in a quandary. “Like Mary at the Annunciation,”
says Brother Mike, “I learned that I had to say ‘yes’
without knowing all the details. But I discovered that,
as you say ‘yes,’ God will reveal where he wants you
to go.”

One clue came near the end of his aspirancy when
Brother Mike was called home for his father’s funeral.
Although he didn’t know any of the Marianists in
Kenya, he was amazed and heartened to meet a
huge contingent of brothers at his father’s memorial

services. “Having grown
up in Kenya, a family
bond means the world to
me. Their presence told
me and my mother that
the Marianists were the
right choice,” he says. 

More confirmation
came while at the novi-
tiate. He was assigned 
to work at Mother Seton
Academy, a Catholic
school in inner-city 
Baltimore. Mother Seton

educates minority students, similar to students he
had taught in Los Angeles. “I felt at home working
with these inner-city kids.” So much so that Mother
Seton also became his initial assignment after he
professed first vows in 2012.

Brother Mike enjoys teaching computer skills and
religion to middle-school students. “We set high expec-
tations, and I love seeing the students rise to them,”
he says. 

He also began a social justice club. “I believe it’s
important to expose students to social justice issues
and encourage them to participate in the change they
want to see,” he says. 

He finds religious life satisfying, too. Like any life
path, he says, it has its challenges. But the rewards
outweigh them — the rewards of living in community,
praying together, sharing activities and supporting
each other on the journey.  Says Brother Mike, “The
Marianists are a good fit for me. They are my family.”  ■

John Schroeder is a freelance writer from St. Louis.

Help our vocation ministry.

Vocation ministry is crucial to the Marianists’
mission of bringing Jesus into the world

by following the example of Mary. You can 
assist this vital ministry by providing financial
support. There are monthly giving clubs and
other options to choose from. To send a dona-
tion now, please use the enclosed envelope or
go to www.marianist.com/support. For more
information, contact Colleen Kammer at
937.222.4641, ext. 244, or email colleen.
kammer@marianistmission.org.
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Felix Raja, Jerin Pananthanam, Praveen
Kumar, Pratap Beck and Telesphore

Soreng professed first vows on May 1, 2013,
in the Chapel at Nirmal Deep, the Marianist
Novitiate in Ranchi, India. District Superior
Brother Augustus Surin received the vows
and gave a message of thanksgiving. 

Father Ignase Arulappen, novice director,
served as the main celebrant. Father Joseph
Barla was the homilist and master of 
ceremonies. More than 250 members of
the Marianist Family and guests joined
the celebration.

Five Brothers Profess First Vows at a 
Special Celebration in India 

On May 18, 2013, Brother Mark Motz
professed first vows in the Society of

Mary during Mass at Queen of Apostles
Chapel at Mount Saint John in Dayton. 
Father Bill Meyer presided and Assistant
Provincial Joe Kamis received the vows. 
A reception and dinner followed at the
Bergamo Center. A large gathering of 
Marianists, family and friends, many from
Brother Mark’s alma mater, the University
of Dayton, joined in the celebration. In 
August, Brother Mark will begin serving in
campus ministry at Chaminade University
of Honolulu.

Brother Mark Motz 
Professes First Vows 
in Dayton, Ohio

Fathers Birendra Kullu and Rajesh Kumar
Lakra were ordained in January at a cere-

mony at Blessed William Joseph Chaminade
Parish in Singhpur, India. Bishop Binay
Kandulna presided at the ordination.

The processional at the ordination of Fathers Birendra
Kullu and Rajesh Kumar Lakra in Singhpur, India

Fathers Birendra Kullu and Rajesh Kumar Lakra
Ordained in India

For more Marianist news, visit
www.marianist.com/familyonline.

Brother Del Jorn, Father Kip Stander, Pratap Beck, Jerin Pananthanam, Praveen Kumar, District Superior
Augustus Surin, Felix Raja, Telesphore Soreng, Father Ignase Arulappen and Sister Teresa Ferre, FMI

Father Chris Wittmann, director of novices, with
Brother Mark Motz at the vow ceremony in May



For the complete obituaries of these Marianists,
visit www.marianist.com/obits.

Father August Biehl,
SM, 88, died Feb. 10,
2013, in San Antonio.
Throughout his
Marianist career,
Father Gus served
as a teacher, retreat
center administrator
and chaplain, mostly
in St. Louis. Follow-

ing military service during WWII, he joined
the Marianists and served as a teacher at
McBride High School in St. Louis. In 1954,
he attended the Marianist seminary in 
Fribourg, Switzerland, and was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1958. Father Gus stayed
an additional year in Fribourg to complete
a degree in sacred theology and a diploma
in spirituality. For the next several years,
Father Gus served as chaplain and teacher
at Marianist schools in Illinois and Missouri.
In 1967, he served as chaplain and subdirec-
tor of the Marianist Retreat and Conference
Center near St. Louis. In the early 1990s,
Father Gus was called to serve as chaplain
at the Marianist Family Retreat Center at
Cape May Point, N.J. He retired from full-
time ministry in 1995 and moved to the
Marianist Residence in San Antonio in
2005. Father Gus was known as an avid
writer and poet. 

Father Norbert
Brockman, SM, 79,
died March 29, 2013,
in San Antonio. 
Father Norb was a
Marianist educator,
author and adminis-
trator whose career
included professor-
ships at the Univer-

sity of Dayton and St. Mary’s University in
San Antonio. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in political science from the University of
Dayton, a master’s degree and a doctorate
in political science from Catholic University
in Washington, D.C., and a master’s of sacred
theology from United Theological Seminary
in Dayton. Father Norb taught at Marianist

high schools in Ohio, New York and 
Kentucky before being ordained in 1973. 
In the late 1970s, he became program director
at Bergamo Center for Lifelong Learning in
Dayton. He also established a consulting oper-
ation to assist nonprofit and nongovernment
organizations. In 1980, Father Norb began
work as an administrator at the Marianist
seminary in Toronto and then at a seminary
in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1985. While in Kenya,
he taught political science and served as 
academic dean of the Apostles of Jesus
Seminary. He returned to the United States
in 1990 and for the next two decades taught
at St. Mary’s University as a professor of
political science and head of the international
relations department.

Father Joseph
Lackner, SM, 71,
died April 28, 2013,
in Seoul, South
Korea. Father Joe’s
Marianist career
started as a high
school teacher at
schools in Kentucky
and Ohio. He began

teaching at the university level in 1969 with
positions at Parks College in Illinois, Saint
Louis University in Missouri and Thomas
More College in Kentucky. In 1976, he began
a long association with the University of
Dayton as an educator and campus ministry
director. He also taught at Xavier University
in Cincinnati, St. Mary’s University in San
Antonio and Chaminade University of
Honolulu. Father Joe earned two bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from the University
of Dayton; a master’s in Biblical languages
and literature, and a doctorate in historical
theology from Saint Louis University, as well
as a doctorate in private school education from
the University of San Francisco. In addition
to his teaching and pastoral skills, Father Joe
served in administrative and leadership roles,
first in the former Cincinnati Province and
later for the Province of the United States
as assistant for developing regions. The last
three years of his life were spent traveling
and teaching at Chaminade University and
the UD program in Bangalore, India.  

Brother Joseph
Mariscalco, SM, 84,
died Feb. 22, 2013,
in Dayton, Ohio.
Brother Joe began
his career as a
printer for the 
Marianists in 1974.
For more than four
decades, he worked
for a number of
Dayton-area Marianist printing entities 
including Marianist Press, MSJ Press and
the University of Dayton. Following his 
retirement from printing in 1991, Brother Joe
spent two years working as a healthcare 
assistant at St. Leonard Franciscan Living
Community in Centerville, Ohio, which
was home to retired Marianists. Later he
served his fellow brothers at Mercy Siena, 
a Province heathcare center. 

Brother Joseph
Nu’uanu, SM, 77,
died Jan. 23, 2013,
in Cupertino, Calif.
Brother Joe served
as an educator for
more than 20 years
at Marianist high
schools in Hawai’i
and California. The

son of parents of Chinese-Hawaiian descent,
Brother Joe studied Hawaiian culture at the
University of Hawai’i and became known for
his Hawaiian Week programs at the schools
where he taught. In 1982, Brother Joe received
a master’s degree in theology at the Jesuit
School of Theology in Berkeley, Calif. That
year his career changed dramatically when
he became an intake counselor for homeless
families in San Jose, Calif. Soon after, he 
became executive director of Martha’s
Kitchen, an interfaith community dining
room in San Jose. Under his leadership, the
kitchen went from serving 30,000 meals a
year at one location to 100,000 meals a year
at nine locations in the San Jose area.
Brother Joe retired from full-time ministry
in 2007. 

In Remembrance 

Father August Biehl, SM
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Father Norbert Brockman, SM

Father Joseph Lackner, SM

Brother Joseph
Mariscalco, SM

Brother Joseph Nu’uanu, SM



Marianist Devotional

A Marianist staff member who works with high school students 
sees signs of God’s presence in humor.

By Toni Mesina

Laughter: 
A Sign of Spiritual Health

Every time I read this Bible verse, I imagine children chasing
each other and laughing before they are corralled by Jesus
for a blessing. The sound of children laughing makes me

smile. I see people crack a smile on trains, in stores and during
Mass when a child starts laughing. There is a certain medicine in
the sheer joy of laughter. Children seem to know this.

This was evident when, as an adult moderator, I took my first
group of high school students to a LIFE program in California.
Marianist LIFE  —  Living in Faith Experience  —  is a program for
Catholic high school students to stimulate faith-awakening experi-
ences. We had just ended an emotional service when I noticed some
girls huddled together. They appeared to be crying. When a friend
and I approached to see what was wrong, we heard laughing in
the midst of their crying. “It’s so beautiful here,” one of them said.
They continued laughing and looked up. The sun’s rays poked
through the massive trunks and branches of the old California red-
woods that made Cathedral Grove, and it was beautiful. We joined
in their laughter because of the sincerity of their discovery. The
place was majestic and awe inspiring. They had reacted with pure
joy at the wonder of nature. 

That moment gave me a new appreciation for the gift of laughter
and finding it in simple things. I believe laughter is an indication
of one’s spiritual health.

Father James Martin, SJ, writes about the importance of laughter
in his book Between Heaven and Mirth. “A lighthearted spirit,” writes
Martin, “is an essential element of a healthy spiritual life. When we
lose sight of this serious truth, we cease to live life fully, truly and
wholly. Indeed, we fail to be holy because holiness brings us closer
to God, the source of all joy.”

While there is not much biblical proof that Jesus laughed, I like to
picture him laughing. Even his disciples could not have been serious
all the time! There are pictures of Mother Teresa smiling while
ministering to the sick and poor. I hear happiness in school lunch-
rooms where students are laughing with their friends. I feel the joy
of my six-year-old nephew when he tells a joke and starts to laugh
uncontrollably, even though I barely understand the punch line.

When Jesus said that heaven belongs to those who are childlike, 
I think this is what he meant. Sometimes we need to let our adult
selves go in order to see the joy in all of God’s creation, whether giant
redwood trees or a child’s joke.  ■

Toni Mesina works for the Marianist Province of the United States as 
national coordinator of Marianist LIFE. To find out more about Marianist
LIFE, go to www.marianist.com/life.

22 • Call 1.800.348.4732

“Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  

Matthew 19:14



With a Marianist Mission Gift Annuity you’ll receive:
•Great rates
•Fixed, regular payments

•Tax-free payments
•Tax deductions

A steady stream 
of retirement income 

Leave behind a brighter future

•Call Brother Jim Brown, SM,
legacy giving director at
1.800.348.4732, Mon. – Fri. 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. (ET). 

•Go online to 
www.marianist.giftlegacy.com
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To accomplish
great things,
start small: 
Help her create a
brighter tomorrow

Join the Marianists in helping children
out of poverty by sponsoring a student at
Morning Star School, a Marianist school
in one of India’s poorest regions.

Your sponsorship of a child for $125 
a year (less than $11 a month) covers
uniforms, books and tuition fees.

www.marianist.com/india
1.800.348.4732


