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ONLY FOR GOD’S SERVICE AND GLORY: 
From Teaching Science to Making Rosaries 

 

    Brother John M. Samaha, S.M. 

 

 “What does a religious Brother do,” is a frequently asked question.  More 

correctly, one should inquire what a religious Brother is.  Being is more important than 

doing.   A Brother does whatever work is assigned to him.  But why and how he does it 

makes the difference.  A Brother lives and works only for the service and glory of God.  

In whatever he does, a Marianist Brother pursues his way of life by assisting the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in her mission to bring Jesus to others. 

 

 Such a person is Brother Frank T. Spaeth, S.M., 91 years old and 65 years a 

Marianist.  After many years of teaching the physical sciences and advanced 

mathematics, he prepared himself for enjoying an active retirement.  When considering 

various hobbies, he became interested in making rosaries because he likes to work with 

his hands and with tools.  Now, in addition to helping others by driving them to 

appointments and by making minor repairs at the Marianist Center in Cupertino, 

California, Brother Frank pursues with pleasure the construction of various styles of 

rosaries.  He assembles “weapons of mass construction.”   

 

 About ten years ago he taught himself how to assemble a rosary from the various 

parts.  With this backlog of experience he has become skilled in rosary-making, and 

enjoys the reputation of an adept craftsman.  Each day he tries to spend an hour or so 

engaged in his hobby. 

 

 Brother Frank explains that it takes him about four hours to assemble a rosary.  

To date he has made over 700 rosaries, many of them by special request.  Those not 

needed to fill a special request are quickly circulated and distributed to persons 

expressing a need for one. 

 

 Because he uses special wire and carefully chosen beads, his rosaries enjoy a 

reputation for being strong and durable.  Parts – wire, chain, beads, crucifixes, and 

medals – are ordered from Our Lady’s Rosary Makers, a nonprofit organization 

managed by laity in Louisville, Kentucky.  ORLM evolved from the work of a Xaverian 

Brother, a high school teacher, who began a generation ago to teach  a group of adults 

and students in Louisville to make rosaries for missionaries.  For special beads Brother 

Frank searches in hobby shops.  However, the most notable beads he uses are “Job’s 
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tears,” a natural grass seed which he grows in the community garden.  Job’s tears are 

the size of a small pea and come in varying shades of gray. 

 

 Frequently people bring broken rosaries to him for repair, and he generously 

obliges. 

 

 Brother Frank asks only the cost of the materials used when someone orders a 

rosary.  That amount and any additional amount offered to him goes into his rosary 

fund for the purchases of new materials. 

 

 For Brother Frank, it is a labor of love to assemble these “links of love.” 

 

  


