
Staff Transitions at the Fitz Center for Leadership in Community --- May 1, 2013 

Joanne Troha, director, community service learning, and Br. Ed Zamierowski, SM, PhD, senior 

community service advisor, will retire from the Fitz Center for Leadership in Community this 

summer.  Joanne Troha has served at the University of Dayton for 43 years and will retire May 

31; Brother Ed has served at UD for 39 years and will retire June 30. According to Dick Ferguson, 

executive director of the Fitz Center, “Joanne and Br. Ed represent four decades of University 

and Marianist engagement with Dayton’s neighborhoods and nonprofits. Today, UD enjoys a 

well-deserved reputation for the kind of selfless leadership provided by them in the areas of 

service learning, leadership development, affordable housing, community reinvestment, and 

neighborhood gardening, not to mention the establishment of Serve with Energy and Talent 

(Ohio’s first AmeriCorps program) and the Semester of Service.” 

A reception in honor of Joanne and Br. Ed will be held on Monday, June 3, 2013, from 4:00-

6:00 PM in the Kennedy Union Torch Lounge. 

Kelly Bohrer, coordinator of community outreach in Campus Ministry's Center for Social 

Concern, will join the Fitz Center on July 1. Her new title will be director, community engaged 

learning.  “Kelly has been a leader on campus for several years in the development of 

thoughtful civic engagement by students and faculty,” said Ferguson. “We look forward to her 

continued leadership on campus and in the community as we build on the work done by Joanne 

Troha, Br. Ed Zamierowski and others to develop students as leaders and the University as 

trusted community partner.” Kelly has an Environmental Biology BS and a Biology MS degree 

from UD and taught and coordinated labs in the Department of Biology before joining the 



campus ministry team in 2007.  Currently, she serves on UD's Carnegie Community Engagement 

Classification Application Committee and the Provost Office Experiential Learning Task 

Force.  She is also a member and past chair of the Civic Learning and Engagement Committee 

for SOCHE. 

Cindy Currell, research associate in the Fitz Center, assumes the duties of coordinator of the 

Semester of Service. Cindy, a 1980 graduate of UD, has worked in the Fitz Center since 2002 

and has contributed to assessment of many funded projects, including those of Catholic Social 

Services of the Miami Valley and Dayton’s Neighborhood School Centers. She also is involved 

with outreach initiatives of the School of Education and Allied Professions. 

Marina LoCasto, a May 2013 graduate in criminal justice and languages, will become 

coordinator of the Dayton Civic Scholars when she begins graduate studies in public 

administration this fall. Marina will be a graduate assistant coordinating the program she has 

been a part of for three years and the first former Dayton Civic Scholar to lead the program. 

Br. Brandon Paluch, SM, Marianist intern in the Fitz Center, will leave the Fitz Center to serve 

as the coordinator of community outreach in Campus Ministry’s Center for Social Concern. “Br. 

Brandon has made a great contribution to the Fitz Center as intern to Br. Ray Fitz on many 

community initiatives,” said Ferguson. “He has learned a lot about community schools and has 

used that knowledge to support Mary Queen of Peace Elementary School’s development as a 

neighborhood school center. Br. Brandon will continue to support that work as co-instructor of 

the Fitz Center’s Leadership in Building Communities seminar this fall.” 

Contact: Dick Ferguson, executive director, 937-229-4078, rferguson1@udayton.edu 


