
 

This month we are happy to present the Decree on the Heroicity of Virtues of the 

Servant of God Marie Thérèse de Lamourous. We are very grateful to Bro. Robert 

Fachet  of the Province of Meribah for translating it for us. To my surprise, I 

discovered that the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy have close connections with us. 

They regard us as “cousins.” The following is my story.      

Peace, 

Fr. Paul Landolfi, SM 

  

 

The Three Theresas 

 

In 1993, when I was assigned to the Marianist community in Cambridge, 

Massachussets , a suburb of Boston, Fr. Bob Backherms told me to check out a 

group of Sisters. He thought that they were somehow related to the Marianists. I 

did call them and made an appointment to see them. They were the Sisters of 

Our Lady of Mercy, the same group of which St. Faustina, of Divine Mercy 

importance, was a member. They conducted Mercy House. I thought of the 

Misericorde in Bordeaux during Blessed Fr. Chaminade’s time. 

 

 The Sisters are one of the most joyful groups I have ever seen. They are 

always praying and sacrificing for the good of the world. Each afternoon from 

2:30 to 3:30 p.m. they celebrate the Hour of Mercy. I thought of the 3:00 prayer, so 

dear to us. They visit the sick and homebound, help older people clean their 

homes, visit prisoners and their families, and are generally ready to bring God’s 

mercy to whoever is in need. At the time I was there, the community consisted of 

3 members, all Polish: Sr. Raymunda, superior; Sr. Saula, novice mistress; and Sr. 

Veronica. There were two candidates also. I was invited to help them with 

periodic masses, especially the monthly Mass for Divine Mercy, to which many 

of their neighbors and friends came. The chapel was always packed. They also 

asked me to give a class on Scripture to the candidates. 

 

 We had just moved from Swarthmore and they were so grateful for the 

gift of the library I had brought to Cambridge. In giving me a tour of the house I 

came to their living room. To my surprise there was the photo of Marie Thérèse 

de Lamourous. They look to her as the one who has inspired their Foundress in 

establishing the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy. Gradually I learned the story of 

the three Theresas. 

 



 Thérèse de Lamourous became the directress of the Misericorde (Mercy 

House) in Bordeaux. The Decree that is presented this month tells us many 

details of her life and work there. The success of the Misericorde became a 

model, so that other cities wanted to imitate it.  

 

Therese Rondeaux, from Laval, visited Thérèse de Lamourous. For three 

months she lived the same life that Thérèse de Lamourous was living with her 

“daughters.” That is what she called them. I thought of the spirit of family and 

community in our tradition. All who were there wanted to be there. They were 

free to come and go as they wished. They prayed together, they lived and 

worked together. Rondeaux wanted de Lamourous to be the religious superior of 

a religious congregation, but de Lamourous refused saying that Bordeaux and 

Laval had their own special characteristics and needs. Rondeaux returned to 

Laval and formed her religious congregation. Their rules and practices were 

similar to those in Bordeaux. 

 

Meanwhile in Poland, the Holy Spirit stirred up in Theresa Ewa Potocka 

the desire to work with women who wanted to turn their lives around, just as the 

Mercy Houses in Bordeaux and Laval. This Theresa went to Laval and learned 

from Therese Rondeaux. She established the Congregation of the Sisters of 

Divine Mercy. She instituted a Mercy House in a few cities in Poland. These also 

follow in the spirit of Thérèse de Lamourous. St. Faustina was formed in one of 

these communities. 

 

It is really difficult to determine just what impact a person has. The secret 

demonstrated in the life of Therese is clear. She followed the inspirations of the 

Holy Spirit and gave herself wholeheartedly to the work God had given her. This 

was His Will. And following it is what leads us to holiness. Because Therese 

practiced heroic virtues, we now call her Venerable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


