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DECREE 

  

On the question: 

  

Has the Servant of God, Marie-Therese-Charlotte de Lamourous, practiced to a heroic 

degree the theological virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity as much toward God as 

toward her neighbor, and the cardinal virtues of Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and 

Temperance as well as the virtues supplementary to them, as is requisite in the present 

case and in view of the proposed goal? 

  

“Seek first the Kingdom of God and His Justice, and all these things will be added unto 

you—Mt 6,33. 

  

Among the devoted souls who have believed this saying of the Saviour and have 

striven to conform their daily life to it, the Servant of God, Marie-Therese-Charlotte de 

Lamourous, shines with particular brightness.  This evangelical maxim has indeed been 

the light that has illumined her way, the  principle that has governed her conduct, the 

rock on which her charity has been founded and that has sustained the work which has 

established her renown and guided her to heroicity in the Christian virtues. 

  

She was born in France, at Barsac, in the diocese of Bordeaux, November 1, 1754, of 

deeply Christian parents, and three days later received Baptism.  The eldest of eleven 

brothers and sisters, she grew under the caring eye of her mother, which assured for her 

a solid foundation of piety.  On May 28, 1767, on the Feast of the Ascension, at 

Bordeaux, where her family had just settled, she made her First Communion with 

fervor. From then on she was distinguished for her devotion to Jesus in the 

Eucharist.  With little attraction to worldly diversions, she would have embraced the 

Carmelite way of life, if her health had not kept her in the world, where otherwise her 

example and her generosity bore positive fruits. 

  

When the dark days of the Revolution came about, the bloody persecution, which 

followed the schism caused by the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, provided for her 

many occasions to confront death.  With ingenuity she secured the Sacraments for the 



dying, averted arrest, made her way into prisons, transmitted messages, gave comfort 

to those on their way to the scaffold.  Repressed by the law as a noble, she organized in 

her area of Pian, in 1794, meetings for prayer deep in the forest, enlightened consciences 

and helped even with the abjuration of  the religious who had taken the schismatic oath 

and  had accepted the nomination to the office of pastor of the place. Under the 

direction of the Venerable William-Joseph Chaminade, she offered herself to God as 

victim for the expiation of the crimes of the Revolution and for the return of peace. 

  

Order returned with the coming of General Bonaparte to power.  It was proposed to 

Therese to undertake the direction of a group of prostitutes who desired to return to a 

proper way of life.  She was perplexed.  She was free.  But at the single mention of 

prostitution, at the mere thought of it, her heart revolted.  Nevertheless, did the Saviour 

come to save the just?  Or men and women who were sinners?  One night when she had 

come, still uncertain, to spend some moments among these daughters to be saved , she 

stopped at the threshold of the door just at the moment she was about to take the road 

back to Pian.  She let pass the two persons who had accompanied her and when they 

were on the road, she said simply to them, with a smile on her lips, “Good night, I am 

staying.” 

  

This was her road to Damascus.  All that went before, her devout childhood, her 

edifying and generous youth, her courage during the Revolution, had been only a 

providential preparation in comparison to what God expected of her now in the work 

that was going to require and demonstrate all her energies, all her virtues, and 

especially her unshakeable faith. 

  

For 35 years, until her last breath, she will live only for those repentant souls, 

welcoming them with open arms, comforting them, supporting them with maternal 

care, encouraging them, providing for them through work and through prayer the 

means to rehabilitate themselves in their own eyes and to resume a respectable place in 

society, or to live, from then on, only for God in rediscovered peace, the recognition and 

the hope of eternal happiness. 

  

Very quickly she understood from experience that in order to ensure the stability of the 

work, she needed to support it with a religious society.  This is why, guided by the 

Venerable William-Joseph Chaminade, she founded, in fact, the Congregation of the 

Sisters of the Misericorde, which was the model for numerous others, notably that of 

Laval, of Libourne in France, of Przemysl and of Warsaw in Poland, and which 

conformably to the directives of Vatican Council II, was joined in 1971 with the Sisters 

of Marie-Joseph, to form the Congregation of the Sisters of Marie-Joseph and the 

Misericorde. 



  

She was confident in what she had learned from her experience, her diligence, and  her 

work, but much more from the virtues, the seeds of which Baptism had sown in her 

soul, from her faith purified and strengthened under the Revolution, from her complete 

confidence in divine help, from her love of God and her neighbor carried to the point of 

heroism, from her devotion to the Eucharist, from her filial recourse to the Virgin Mary, 

with whom she related as with the most generous of patrons, from her prudence, and 

from her other virtues or gifts lived out in a gentle chastity, a spirit of poverty wholly 

evangelical, and in an exemplary submission to all legitimate authority. 

  

At the Misericorde, under her direction and inspiration, one lived daily the evangelical 

life.  The door was opened to anyone who wished to enter and to anyone who wished 

to leave.  From the time of rising until repose at night, prayer blended with work and all 

other activities. She accepted gratefully gifts and offerings for the work. All capital 

investment was refused.  Tomorrow’s certainty rested only on faith in the instructions 

of Christ: “Ask and you will receive; knock and it will be opened to you<seek first the 

kingdom of God and His justice, and all this will be given to you besides.” 

  

 In her humility, the Servant of God added, “It is possible that others act differently and 

that they possess more enlightenment than I.  But as for me, I feel that I am acting as 

God wishes.”  

  

A blind and false mysticism?  Far from it!  There was not a spirit more calm and more 

composed that that of this woman that others came to consult from afar. 

  

Frequently critical moments presented themselves without disconcerting her, without 

modifying her conduct.  The penitents numbered about 20 when she took charge of 

them empty-handed. They were 296 when she died without leaving any debt. 

  

 Suffering from a chronic arthritis which, after having rendered any movement difficult, 

soon confined her to her room, and finally no longer permitted her to leave her 

bed.  Sustained by her faith, she did not continue any less to direct her house with a 

courage and with results that astounded the human spirit. 

  

She was approaching the age of 82 when she sensed that her life of austerity and 

devotion was coming to an end.  On September 4, 1836, fully aware, she received the 

Anointing of the Sick with calm and devotion.  She passed away peacefully in the 

evening of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

  



The city observed special funeral rites for this woman who, long before her death, had 

been regarded as a saint. The renown of her sanctity which she had enjoyed during her 

life, and which only increased day by day after her death, allowed the opening of the 

Informative Process  concerning her by the Archepiscopal Curia of Bordeaux.  With this 

process concluded and the results sent to the Sacred Congregation of Rites, the 

prescriptions of the law having been observed, the cause of  the Servant of God was 

introduced to the office of Rome by the decree of the November 14, 1923. 

  

In consequence, in the course of the years 1925-1928, in the same Curia of Bordeaux, a 

process was undertaken, under the authority of the Sovereign Pontiff, specifically on 

the virtues of the same Servant of God, the canonical validity of which was recognized 

by the decree of 

July 19, 1939.  The Cause was then confided to the Historical Section of the Sacred 

Congregation of Rites, and in 1978 was published the “Positio super virtutibus ex officio 

concinnata” which the Consultors, historical experts, approved on May 9th of the 

following year.  

  

Following an examination made at the office of the “Congres Particulier” of January 24, 

1989, presided over by Rev. Monsignor Antonio Petti, Promoter of the Faith, the 

theological consulters recognized unanimously that the Servant of God, Marie-Therese-

Charlotte de Lamourous had practiced Christian and religious virtues to a heroic 

degree. 

  

The Cardinals and Bishops of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints issued the same 

opinion October  17th of the same year, at the  Congres Ordinaire, his Eminence Rev. 

Cardinal Edward Gagnon being presenter. On the report made to the Sovereign Pontiff, 

John Paul II, by the undersigned Cardinal, Prefect of the Congregation,  the Pope 

welcomed with favor and ratified the vote of the Congregation of the Causes of the 

Saints and ordered prepared the Decree on the Heroicity of Virtues of the Servant of 

God, Marie-Therese-Charlotte de Lamourous. 

All having been legitimately done, the Holy Father today, after convocation of and in 

the presence of the Cardinals, of the undersigned Cardinal Prefect, of the Cardinal 

Presenter and myself, Bishop Secretary of the Congregation, and of all those gathered 

for this occasion, declared: 

  

“It is certain that the Servant of God, Marie-Therese-Charlotte de Lamourous, 

Foundress of the Institute of the Sisters of the Misericorde, has practiced to a heroic 

degree, the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity as much toward God 

as  toward her neighbor, as well as the cardinal virtues of Prudence, Justice, Fortitude 

and Temperance, with the supplementary virtues, as is requisite in the present case and 



in view of the proposed goal. His Holiness has wished that the present decree be 

published and recorded in the Acts of the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints. 

  

 

Given at Rome, December  21, 1989 

Aneglus Cardinal Felici, Prefect 

Traianus Crisan, Titular Archbishop of Drivasto, Secretary 

 


