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Spring Greetings from Cupertino! 

 

The banner outside the Alcalde House reminds us that it is still winter but tulips 

brighten the entrance to chapel, some trees are flowering, bushes have been trimmed 

and the neighborhood is bathed in white and pink blossoms.  It has been a 

comparatively warm and dry beginning of the New Year.  Rain and cooler weather will 

come, but as I write no heavy rain is in the forecast.   

 

Along with the pleasant weather, we have had many special events.  Like all Marianist 

communities in the USA, we had our Super Bowl party but more came for the snacks 

than for the game. We had memorable birthday celebrations. Brother Pat McMahon’s 

birthday fell on Ash Wednesday this year, so his big party was advanced to the 

Saturday before Lent.  Brother John Haster’s birthday was also advanced from Monday 

to the first Saturday in Lent.  That day was special, because as Brother Howard noted 

“Jesus came in the morning at Mass and the Governor came in the evening for dinner.” 

(The Haster and Brown families grew up together.) When I noted that the Republicans 

were respectful in the presence of the Democratic governor, one of my friends, in mock 

horror, exclaimed “You’ve got Republicans in your house?”  The San Jose Serra Club 

prepared and served us a special Mardi Gras Luncheon.  Ash Wednesday was 

important for staff as well as community and Brother Howard introduced a new 

hymnal – and some new hymns - to enhance the relatively sober liturgies of the season.  

We pray regularly for the sick recommended to our prayers, so it was a special treat to 

welcome Father Jack McGrath for whom we had been praying for some time. He has 

recovered well from a stroke he suffered in India last year and hopes to return soon.  On 

another day Colleen Kammer spoke to us about the Marianist Mission, enlisting some 

to make telephone thank you calls to donors.  Pati Krasensky, from the Marianist Center 

Office in Philadelphia. also made a brief visit.  Father Jim Heft guided us through a pre-

chapter meeting via a video conference that linked the LaLanne, West Hills and 

Cupertino communities.  The flu season is still in effect and has hampered some, but 

Father Larry Mann has had a remarkable surge of vitality.  It all began when the nurses 

brought him to the dining room for a mid-morning breakfast of his favorite Eggs 

Benedict (now called EX-Benedict) followed by a tour of the property on a glorious 

spring day.   

 

In the dining room he indulged himself in taking roll call.  Once, however, we were 

confused when he asked “Where’s Francona?”  We finally figured out that he confused 

the names of the Manager of the Cleveland Indians with Brother Jim Christiana.  When 



he announced that he was being taken to the Doctor’s Office, he responded to my 

“Round Trip?” with wide open eyes!  (He returned with a glowing report.)   In earlier 

visits with him I had recorded his skeptical comment about Brother Skip’s prediction of 

great things for the Indians: “Ha-ha-ha!” adding “I’ve heard that before!” When I asked 

him what was the secret for his peace, he gave a one word reply: “Sleep.” Most 

memorable one word comment, however, was in response to my inquiry about the 

President’s State of the Union Address:  “Promises!”  On the other hand, when I asked 

about Valentine’s Day, he said he wanted five of them! I forgot to check whether he 

participated in a Valentine Day banana split social organized by Brother David Betz.   

 

Brother David Betz was part of the Marianist contingent at the LA Religious Education 

Congress.  We passed our second fire drill with flying colors.  The truck that Brother Joe 

Nu’uanu drove for years is gone.  The Monday physical exercise sessions attract some 

regulars and the monthly Bingo continues to get top ratings.  The reconstruction of the 

Alcalde car port, however, has met another delay.  To pick up one of the responsibilities 

formerly entrusted to Brother Joe, Brother Tom appointed Brother David Betz to be the 

liaison with the Kitchen. The icon given me at the close of the meetings on Sponsorship, 

(Jesus and the beloved disciple) is now hanging on the hall outside my room. Best quote 

from chapel was a comment that Brother Jim Leahy had symbolized the universality of 

the church by proclaiming a reading from the prophet Isaiah “in a Brooklyn accent.”   

On the first Saturday of Lent 12 lay Marianists gathered here for a Day of Recollection 

organized by Brother Tom Redmond and Ms. Roberta Fitzpatrick.  On the last Sunday 

of the month some attended the Chinese New Year Mass at our parish church. In our 

community only Brother Paul Fennelly was born in the Year of the Snake. Following the 

lead of Bishop P.J. McGrath who celebrated Mass at the Cathedral in thanksgiving for 

our Pope Emeritus, our community mass on March 1 was for Pope Benedict’s health 

and well-being and in thanksgiving for his service to the Church.  

 

Be assured we are with you in spirit as we celebrate the Paschal mystery – in our lives 

individually - and in our worldwide Christian community as we await the election of a 

new Pope. 

 


