
 
 

ANNUAL BROTHERS MASS and BANQUET  

Sunday, January 20, 2013,  

Cathedral High School Chapel 

Sponsored and Celebrated by  

Most Reverend Jose H. Gomez - Archbishop of Los Angeles  
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ANNUAL BROTHERHOOD AWARD 

 Sponsored by the Council of Religious Brothers 

Presented to BRO. FRANCIS “SKIP” MATTHEWS, S.M.  

by Archbishop Jose Gomez and Bro. Larry Moen, C.M.F., Chair of Brothers’ Council 

 

‚Honoring Bro. Skip’s religious commitment to the service of the Lord as a  

Marianist Religious Brother and his faithful ministry in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles  

through education and outreach to the poor and the homeless.‛ 

 

 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

By Bro. John (‚Jack‛) Dempsey, S.M. 

Director of West Hills Marianist Community 

 

MARIANIST BRO. FRANCIS JOHN MATTHEWS, known by everybody as Bro. ‚SKIP,‛ was raised 

in an Irish Catholic family, Manhattan Beach, California. He graduated from American Martyrs 

Elementary School and Junipero Serra High School. He professed 1st vows in 1959, in Santa Cruz.  

Bro. Skip studied with the Brothers of St. John of God at their Los Angeles Hospital.  He learned the 

fundamentals of nursing and caring for the elderly. In 1962 Bro. Francis Matthews made perpetual 

profession in the Society of Mary.  

     

Bro. Skip served in health care for much of his early ministry where he directed the Marianist 

infirmary in Honolulu. Ten years later he became a paramedic at a remote medical facility in Zambia, 

Africa. He came home to the States for four years to become ‚caregiver‛ for his parents, Francis and 

Mary. After they died, he returned to Africa and assisted at Matero Boys Secondary School in Lusaka. 

A back injury forced him to return to the States for multiple surgeries.  He worked at Serra HS in 

athletics and also became involved with the needy of Los Angeles.  

  

Today Bro. Skip continues his ministry of helping the homeless in Skid Row at a soup kitchen 

managed by the Catholic Worker. Bro. Skip also volunteers at Hospice and the Good Shepherd 

Shelter, a safe house for battered women and children.  Twice a week he goes down to Skid Row to 

be with the people there.  For the past 20 years from Dec. 1  to Dec. 24, he set up a card table so the  

 

 

 



 

 

 

homeless can notify their families and loved ones that they are still alive. About 1,000 Christmas 

cards, donated primarily by Chaminade students, are sent out. When he is not on Skid Row,  he can 

be found at the Chaminade Middle School Campus Ministry department. He substitutes, discusses 

social justice and supervises in the cafeteria. To quote longtime Chaminade teacher and lifelong 

friend, Joe Rauser, ‚Bro. Skip has helped Chaminade by his very presence, his upbeat personality, 

and his interaction with all of the students and faculty on both campuses…What makes him special is 

his honesty, openness, constant wittiness, and his obvious ‘Christ’ like nature. What makes him 

special is that he is ‘Brother Skip.’‛ 

 

Fr. Marty Solma, provincial of the Province of the United States, and former Marianist regional 

superior of Eastern Africa, sent this e-mail:  ‚While in Zambia, Skip brought his characteristic energy 

to his deep commitment to the poor and needy. Whether in LA or Africa, his concern is for the least 

and the most vulnerable….He is a shining example of a ‘BROTHER’ to many, many people.‛ 

 

Our Marianist Founder, Blessed William Joseph Chaminade, whose feast day we celebrate in two 

days, repeatedly encouraged us to follow this morning’s gospel message of Our Mother Mary. She 

tells us like the servants at Cana, ‚Do whatever he tells you.‛  How very fitting now for our celebration 

of BRO. SKIP MATTHEWS….. 

 

Skip, on behalf of the Marianists and all the recipients of your kindness, CONGRATULATIONS – 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK FOR GOD’S NEEDY!...MAY THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE 

HOLY SPIRIT BE GLORIFIED IN ALL PLACES THROUGH THE IMMACULATE VIRGIN MARY. 

  

 

Other Marianists present were: Frs. Ted Ley, Jim Mueller, concelebrants; Bro. Tom Oles, LeRoy Viera, 

Jim Wisecaver, John Campbell; as well as Adam Becerra, F.S.P., Chaminade College Preparatory 

director of mission integration. 


