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Death Notice No. 32 (To all Unit Administrations): 

 

The Province of France, recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother, MARCEL COULIN, priest of the Saint Hippolyte Community 

(France), who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 

December 7, 2012 in Saint Hippolyte, France, at the age of 88 with 71 

years of religious profession. 

 

Born into a very Christian family on July 24, 1924, at La Bresse and 

baptized on July 30 by his Marianist uncle, Father Marcel Coulin had two 

brothers and three sisters.  The father was a weaver.  The family gave 

three children to the Church:  Louis (d. 1995) and Marcel, who became 

Marianist religious, and their sister Marie, a nun in another congregation. 

 

When he asked for first vows, August 17, 1941, he shared his spiritual journey:  “My vocation goes 

back to my earliest childhood; the first attraction was awakened in me by seeing the examples of my 

brother and my uncle [Father Fleurette], already members of the Society.  This pious feeling was 

constantly developed in me by my mother and above all by the brothers of La Bresse who educated me 

for 6 years.  Thus supported and encouraged, I entered the Postulate of La Tour-de Sçay on September 

7, 1936, with my sole purpose being to become a religious.  The three years that I have just passed here 

have increased those good desires that led me here.” 

After a fourth year of postulate in Besançon, at the age of 16, Marcel left the East to make his novitiate 

in Antony where he professed his first vows on November 21, 1941.   

Assigned to Belfort, he continued his studies and passed the baccalaureate in 1944. 

 

After the Normandy invasion on June 6, 1944, the bombardments and various other threats were judged 

more dangerous in a city like Belfort than in the countryside, so the scholastics in Belfort were asked to 

return to their families.  Marcel returned to La Bresse and, a few weeks later, he joined the 

underground like the majority of his compatriots of his age.  The battles for liberation dragged on in 

eastern France, and he was arrested and deported to Pfortzheim, Germany, from November 1944 to 

April 1945.  His brother André had been deported to Buchenwald; he died in 1945 as a result of his 

imprisonment. 

 

Upon his return, Marcel was assigned to the Collège St André in Colmar, where he taught literature, 

beginning in the classes of the 1
st
 cycle, all the while preparing his licenciate in philology and ancient 

literature at the University of Strasbourg;  he graduated from there in 1948. 

 

In 1950, he went to the Villa Saint Jean in Fribourg for a year of scholastic philosophy, and served as a 

prefect there.  The following year, he entered the Marianist international seminary.  He was ordained 

priest on June 30, 1954, in Saint-Dié by Bishop Lallier.   In fall 1955 Father Coulin was assigned to the 
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Institut Agricole du Centre in Yzeure (Allier), where he was responsible for the chaplaincy and 

spiritual direction of that institution of higher education, but illness forced him to rest.  He was 

hospitalized in a sanatorium for clergy at Thorenc (Alpes Maritimes) from October 1958 to September 

1959, during which time he underwent lung surgery in Marseilles.   

 

The following October he returned to Colmar and taught high school courses in religion and literature 

(French, Latin, Greek) for many years. 

In 1981, during the course of the year, Father Coulin was asked to take over the direction of the 

Collège St André following the death of Father Kammerlocher.  He assumed the position with a great 

deal of devotion and merit, although he much preferred teaching and spiritual animation than directing 

a teaching establishment. 

Having been a provincial councilor since 1979, in 1984 he was named Assistant Provincial for 

Education, with responsibilities for everything concerning formation within the Society and the follow-

up of the religious.  Due to his competencies in this area, along with his experience in spiritual 

direction, Marcel was asked to take on the accompaniment of the members of the Alliance Mariale, 

both in France and abroad, especially in the French-speaking countries of Africa.  The same happened 

with the Fraternités Marianistes.  His spiritual conferences were always appreciated, not only for their 

richness and depth of the teaching he dispensed, but also for their elegance and flowing style. 

 

In 1992 his superiors assigned him to the direction of the community at the Madeleine in Bordeaux, the 

cradle of the Society of Mary.  The faithful who frequent that chapel situated right in the center of the 

city, both for the sacrament of reconciliation and for spiritual direction, were impressed by the depth of 

Father Coulin’s teaching, his solid judgment, his filial devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

goodness that emanated from his person.  During that period he was also confessor for several 

communities of sisters.  One of his dirigées, a member of the Alliance Mariale, in a message sent the 

day after his death, wrote of our brother:  “We received so much from him during all those years that 

he was our spiritual director, when his clear and energetic talks were teaching us.  His speech, so 

nourishing in its content, flowed as from a spring, in a perfect French style.” 

 

Alas, 10 years later, on February 6. 2002, a cerebral stroke deprived Father Coulin of speech and 

condemned him to ten years of a “grand silence,” an offering to Him to whom he had chosen to devote 

his entire life.  He accomplished what he had written on July 29, 1944, in asking for perpetual vows:  

“… With all my heart I want an intense religious life, whatever it might cost me to maintain it.” 

 

The Province of France owes a great deal to that man who could listen, as M. Lemaire already wrote in 

1965 in a visitation report:  “has great sureness in judgment, an excellent adviser.”  Among other 

things, we owe to him a small circular that has remained famous in which he invites the religious to 

move “from a common life to a community life.” 

 

Father Coulin struggled from his earliest years as a religious against a natural timidity.  He had to work 

on it, as one of his former students and colleagues testified at his funeral:  “Your modesty barely 

permitted you to hide your brilliance, and your students admired not only the breadth and authenticity 

of your knowledge, but even more your exquisite manner of expressing it:  within a few minutes they 

were won over and I am sure that you awakened many teaching vocations.  To that was added a sense 

of effort, and an exemplary professional conscience!”  I believe he knew how to integrate and live to 

the fullest the spiritual heritage that our Founder had left us. 

 

After so many years of silence, may he now rejoice with the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary and all our 

brothers in heaven. 


