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Death Notice No. 28 (To all Unit Administrations): 
 

The Territorial Community of Switzerland, recommends to our fraternal 

prayers our dear brother, EUGENE CUENAT, of the Sion Community, 

who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on November 14, 2012 

in Sion, Switzerland, at the age of 96 with 78 years of religious profession. 
 
At the patriarchal age of 96, Brother Eugène Cuenat left us in the early 

morning of November 14, 2012.  His body had fought a long battle against 

its weakening strength and exhausted reserves.  On November 1 he had 

come to the cemetery to visit some of the tombs and the following Sunday 

he took a walk in the old city of Sion.  Then, a slight cold, followed by a 

pulmonary inflammation put him in bed and got the better of his health.  

Conscious of his condition, he put order into his affairs.  Strengthened by the 

Sacrament of the Sick, he said: “I want to go home!” 

 

For him, going home was also linked to his native area, the Jura.  With his eyes shining, he never tired 

of telling about his happy and simple youth in Coeuve, a village located not far from the capital of his 

canton, Porrentruy.  The parish church still has a remarkable organ.  Was it there that Brother Eugène 
was touched by sacred music and beautiful liturgies?  He loved to play the organ at services for the 

students and at Sunday Masses.  During the last stage of his life, participating in the Choir of Aproz – a 

village close to Sion – gave him a new youthfulness. He even received the “bene merenti” medal.    

 

Eugène Cuenat was a tough Jurassian and kept up a very good contact with his family in the Jura.  Born 

June 24, 1916, son of Jules and Maria Leschenne, he was in the midst of three sisters and three 

brothers.  His father was a farmer and his mother a mid-wife.  Day and night she cared for the pregnant 

women of the surroundings.  While still very young, Eugène was called upon to share in the family 

work.   

 

After primary school, at the age of 11, he entered the Postulate of Martigny and went to Rêves.  In 

1933 he went to the novitiate at St-Remy-Signeulx (Belgium).  A year later, he committed himself to 

the Society of Mary, vowing his entire life to the Virgin Mary.  He finished his secondary studies at the 

Villa Saint Jean in Fribourg with the French baccalaureate. 

 
Brother Eugène spent his whole religious life in Sion, except for two years of teaching at Martigny 

(1939-1941).  With the beginning of the Second World War, everyone became indispensable, whether 

in school or in military service.  On July 26, 1941, Eugène was admitted to pronounce his vows for life 

in the Society of Mary.  The superiors sent the talented young Brother to the University of Fribourg to 

obtain a License in Natural Sciences. 

 



 

Involved at Sion, Brother Euène Cuenat lived through many changes in professional education: the 

creation of the industrial and secondary school.  In 1957 he was called to be a professor at the normal 

school for teachers.  He also served the religious of Switzerland as business manager of the house and 

of the Province. 

 

Eugène above all enjoyed working in our vacation chalet at Planchouet.  With Brother Victor Joris at 

first, and later alone, he cared for the surroundings and the chalet itself.  He loved to host friends, 

vacation groups, young or old. 
 

During the last years of his life, Bro. Cuenat had a lot of trouble letting go:  leaving the direction of 

Planchouet, giving up his driver’s license, no longer be able to stay alone in his beloved chalet, seeing 

his strength diminish and no longer being able to contribute so many services at Planchouet and in 

Sion.  He struggled constantly to try to stay in shape. 

 

Thank you, Brother Eugène, for so many services rendered to the community! Thank you for your 

exemplary life as a religious, you who knew how to integrate the cross and trials into your life!  May 

the God of mercy and Mary, our Mother, welcome you with open arms and grant you eternal rest. 
 


