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November, 2012 

Greetings from Cupertino! 

 

Brother Joseph Nu’uanu and Father Dave Schuyler were hospitalized but are 

now back home. Father Dave is ill although quite alert with an admirable 

positive attitude. Brother Joe is recovering gently. Thank you for joining us in 

praying with and for them.   

 

Mr. Steve Weiner was busy facilitating several room changes.  Brothers Joe 

Nu’uanu and John Samaha and Father Dave are now in Saint Joseph Hall while 

Brother Larry Scrivani moved into Saint Mary Hall.  At first there was a sign 

over Brother Joe Nu’uanu’s old room “Under Construction” but that was 

replaced by a “City of Cupertino Relocation Permit” cleverly written by Brother 

Larry to announce that he was moving in legally. The move didn’t slow down  

Brother John Samaha who continues writing for publication and hosting special 

guests. Superstorm Sandy has delayed the arrival of the newest member of our 

community, Father George Onida, who will take over Father John’s former 

room. There were also some moves in chapel as Brother Frank Spaeth moved 

back to the front, rejoining what Brother Howard devilishly calls “The 

Trombone Section!” In Brother Joe Nu’uanu’s absence, some of the staff, 

notably Jan and Rachel, helped set up chapel floral displays. Guests included 

Mrs. Medsura Raguindin, Brother Jim Vorndran and Sister Claudia Wong, all of 

whom brought us greetings from Hawaii.  Sister Claudia also reported on the 

canonization of Saint Mother Marianne Cope of Molokai. 

 

There was a lively Halloween party for community and staff on the last 

Saturday of October. Father Larry Mann appeared as a King (in other years he 

had been a Pope and a Bishop) but when I told Esmeralda that I heard that she 

had come as a Queen, she emphatically denied that, insisting that she came as a 

Pumpkin.  (At that point I changed the subject!) Brother Jim Leahy was away 

visiting his brother who is seriously ill. Although we are moving gradually into 

cooler weather, I have quite a garden outside my room.  The deep purple 

flowers seem irresistible to humming birds and bees even in November. On our 

property and in our neighborhood there are several trees in glorious colors and 

gently falling crunchy leaves.  In chapel the sun shining through the gold and 

brown of the stained glass windows in the sanctuary sets the mood for autumn 

reflection.   

 

For All Souls Day most of us gathered at Gate of Heaven cemetery where 

Father Ray Malley led us in an afternoon remembrance of our fellow Marianists 

who are buried there.  Brother Bill Bolts has faithfully kept us informed about 

events at Archbishop Riordan High School -- from the band participating in the 

Giants victory parade under the banner “Two Great San Francisco Traditions” 



to the sobering news that illness forced the first lay president, Mr. Patrick Daly, 

to resign. Locally, Brother Bill continues the Catholicism Series at Saint Joseph 

of Cupertino parish as well as his service on diocesan committees for lay 

ministry and religious life. 

 

Father Larry Mann keeps us on our toes by asking such questions as how to 

spell Oklahoma and what does the name mean?  Interest in the San Francisco 

Giants reached a fever point in their triumphant march toward another World 

Championship.  Many reasons were given for their remarkable success, but 

some of us know that the Giants had a secret weapon in the passionate support 

given from beyond the grave by Father Jim Mifsud.  Outings included 

exploring the autumn wonders of Napa Valley and visiting the Christ the Light 

Cathedral in Oakland.  Brother Tom Redmond has been wearing a yamulka 

while Brother Jim Christiana dons various skull caps.  When I left table to put 

something in the microwave, I announced that I would return, to which Brother 

Paul asked “for breakfast or lunch?”  As I was waiting for the microwave to 

end, Brother Tom seriously asked me whether the name Pavlov rings a bell?   

 

There was an interesting presentation for community and staff on how to relate 

to people with Alzheimer’s but no clues about how to prevent the onset of 

dementia!  October began with gas prices nearing $5.00 then declined steadily 

to below $4.00 as the month went on.  Brother Dave Betz, even while out of 

town, continued to keep us posted on various activities. Among hymns Brother 

Howard offers us is one which includes the phrase “joyful noise” which I think 

gives him great delight!  Brother Tom Deasy had a Halloween skeleton outside 

his room – but this has already been replaced by a bald Santa Claus!  Brothers 

Jim Leahy and Frank Spaeth completed their driving tests with “Sam and 

Hazel” the local examiners.  As I write I am on countdown before traveling to 

Saint Louis for the Spirituality of Aging Workshop set up by our Aging with 

Grace Committee.  Brother Tom Redmond has scheduled community meetings 

on the first and third Mondays – more about that in my next report.  

Meanwhile, I am grateful for your interest, encouragement and prayerful 

support – as we pray for all those whose lives God touches in some way 

through us, with a special remembrance this month for the faithful departed. 

ST 


