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Celebrating 60 years of profession 

 

From my years as a Boy Scout and playing sports since the 6th grade I thought I would 

like to be involved with young people as a life work. 

 

I was drawn to the Marianists when I read of their work in education and because I 

thought the religious life would be a more certain way to “earn my heavenly reward.”  

Through the years of formation, living the life, cultivating a prayer life and personal 

spirituality I learned that I don't "earn" my way to heaven but live my life in such a way 

to be always open to God's gifts that come in many different packages.  The people I've 

lived and worked with, the friendships I've been blessed with, the students and adults I 

encountered and the different cultures I've experienced  here and in Africa have all 

helped to create a very different image of God and my relationship to the Godhead. 

 

Not in my wildest dreams 60 years ago did I imagine that I would spend 14 years in 

Africa, learn to speak Swahili, coach track and basketball, earn three degrees and spend 

43 years teaching and working at a university.  It has been a wonderful life, for which I 

can only be extremely grateful and at the same time be ever mindful of the many times 

when I could have done better.  Since I was in Africa from 1960 - 1974, I missed a lot of 

the turmoil in our culture and Church. 

 

Returning to Dayton and living in a small community was an opportunity for much 

growth and exposure to new insights in living religious life in the light of Vatican II.  

My time at the University of Dayton has helped me see what "Family Spirit" really 

means.  Over the years it has become alive in the students, faculty and staff, so that it 

has meaning for everyone here, not just words on a document. 

 


