
JUNE UPDATE FROM FR. PAUL LANDOLFI 

 

We are approaching a very significant moment in our history. In the prayer for the 

coming General Chapter we talk about a new stage of development for the Marianist 

Family. Here are some quotes from Blessed Fr. Chaminade to help us keep focused 

during the coming days. When Blessed Chaminade speaks of Institute, he is talking 

about all his works – therefore the entire Marianist Family. We are encouraged to pray 

very much during the time of the Chapter that we may be faithful to the inspiration 

given to Fr. Chaminade so many years ago. 

 

Quotes compiled by Manuel Barbadillo, SM          

 

11.  Society of Mary – Institute of the Daughters of Mary 

 

170 Above all … don’t worry, don’t trouble yourself about things.  Let us hope that 

the Lord will bring to completion a work which is being undertaken solely for 

His glory and that of His divine Mother (62 -23 January 1816.  To Adele de 

Trenquelléon). 

 

171 We must always keep in view the ends of the Institute and the times during 

which we are coming into existence.  We will always respect the Carmelites and 

all the older orders.  We will help them all we can, but we will have no regret 

that we do not resemble them in every aspect (73 – 6 September 1816. To Adele de 

Trenquelléon). 

 

172 Since the ends of this Institute are all of the supernatural order, I would not want 

you to possess a purely natural wisdom, but that wisdom which comes from 

above.  You must, therefore, ceaselessly beseech the Father of lights for it, and 

you will obtain it by great fidelity to the movements of grace and great purity of 

heart (81 – 30 December 1816.  To Adele de Trenquelléon). 

 

173 The Institute is in a position to develop itself in all its pats.  The devil, Mary’s 

enemy, must be enraged; he must be trying everything to disturb, disquiet and 

disunite the Daughters of Mary (99 – 19 June 1818.  To Adele de Trenquelléon). 

 

174 Our work may meet with opposition, but it will succeed (136 – 3 April 1820.  To 

Mr. Lacaussade). 

 

175 The Institute of Mary is but one big family to which I have given birth by grace 

(255 – 6 November 1823.  To Fr. Bardeen). 



 

176 We are so small and we are so few … (274 – 24 March 1824.  To Mr. O’Lombel). 

 

177 We still have all the weakness of childhood, but our confidence in our august 

Mother is unshakable, since our birth, she has helped us to gain astonishing 

victories (343 – 19 May 1825.  To Fr. Caillet). 

 

178 The main spirit of the Society … is to present to the world the spectacle of a 

people of saints, and to prove by the fact that today, as in the primitive Church, 

the Gospel can be practiced in all the rigor of the spirit and of the letter (388 – 15 

February 1826.  To Fr. de Noailles). 

 

179 Providence asks of us cooperation and not success. All the glory be to God, all 

pain and confusion be to us miserable cooperators!  (431 – 20 march 1827.  To Bro. 

Clouzet). 

 

180 If the Institute is the work of God, God will sustain it. We are wearing ourselves 

out with pains and labors only because we believe it to be the work of God … If 

it is the work of God, let us then work at it as God wants us to and inasmuch as 

He asks it of us!   (600 -22 September 1831.  To Fr. Lalanne). 

 

181 I continually place the fate and the direction of the Society of Mary in God’s 

hands, being of myself incapable of governing it in such stormy times and 

circumstances (640 – 23 August 1832.  To Fr. Lalanne). 

 

182 I wish to live… but for you… I have consecrated to you… all my labors and 

every moment of my life.  I desire… that we make up but one same family 

intimately united by reciprocal sentiments of friendship and religion (720 – 4 

January 1834.  Circular for the entire Society). 

 

183 All of you … are my collaborators in this work of God. Altogether you form one 

real Society … Let us all work together … in perfecting our Society  (720 – 4 

January 1834.  Circular for the entire Society). 

 

184 What is the Society of Mary? It is a reunion of the Children of Mary, of those 

pronounced in the interest of their august Mother, who, without any human 

respect, come together to sustain these, first in themselves, and then in all those 

with whom they have any relationships  (728 – 11 March 1834.  To Fr. Chevaux). 

 



185 It is time to purify the Society. Our Society members must live as good religious 

or leave the Society  (910 – 7 December 1836.  To Fr. Leo Meyer). 

 

186 The Society of Mary is very feeble, both in the number of subjects and in their 

capacity. It has real strength only in the faith and confidence with which faith 

inspires it  (980 – 24 July 1837.  To Fr. Baillard, Pastor of Fabières). 

 

187 In the great ensemble of religious orders, we have a family trait that 

distinguishes us essentially from all the others. . . All periods of the Church’s 

history are marked with the struggles and the glorious triumphs of the august 

Mary. Ever since the Lord put enmity between her and the serpent, she has 

constantly overcome the world and hell … Mary’s power is not diminished … 

She is today, as she was formerly, the incomparable Woman, the promised 

Woman who was to crush the serpent’s head … she is the hope, the joy, and the 

life of the Church and the terror of hell. To her, therefore, is reserved a great 

victory in our day: hers will be the glory of saving the faith from the shipwreck 

with which it is threatened among us. 

Now, we have understood this design of Providence… and have hastened to 

offer Mary our feeble services in order to labor under her orders and combat at 

her side. … by a special vow, that of Stability, to assist her with all our strength 

until the end of our life, in her noble struggle against the powers of hell.  And as 

an Order justly celebrated has taken the name and standard of Jesus Christ, so 

we have taken the name and standard of Mary and are ready to hasten wherever 

she calls us, in order to spread her cult, and through it the kingdom of God in 

souls. 

 This … is certainly the distinguishing character and family trait of both our 

Societies: we are in a special manner the auxiliaries and the instruments of the 

Blessed Virgin in the great work of reforming morals, of preserving and 

propagating the Faith, and by the fact, of sanctifying our neighbor. She entrusts 

to us the projects which are inspired by her almost infinite charity, and we make 

a vow to serve her faithfully till the end of our life, to carry out punctually all 

that she tells us. We are glad that we can thus spend in her service the life and 

strength that we have pledged to her  (1163 – 24 August 1839.  To the Preachers of 

Retreats). 

 

188 We are united to Mary by our vow of Stability in a more special manner than 

other Religious; we have an additional title, and a peculiarly strong one, to her 

preference. She adopts us, then, with more privileges, she delights in receiving 

our special promise to be forever faithful and devoted to her; then she enrolls us 

in her militia and consecrates us as her apostles...  how sacred is this contract, 



how rich in benefits for ourselves! Can you understand after all this the 

cowardly desertions that afflict us?…Can you understand the apathetic 

indifference of some?… And lastly can you understand how Religious do not 

sacrifice themselves at all for Mary?  (1163 – 24 August 1893.  To the Preachers of 

Retreats). 

 

189 I have not ceased to thank the Lord and His august Mother, who invisibly 

conduct the affairs of her Society  (1214 – 25 June 1840.  To Fr. Perrodin). 

 

190 I have but one desire and one ambition: that of seeing the Society of Mary 

prosper and flourish … for the greater glory of God and the Salvation of souls  

(1221 – 28 September 1840.  To Xavier Mertian). 

 

191 The Society of Mary is developing successfully.  Its future is glorious because it 

is being called by God to do great things  (1240 – 7 January 1841.  Circular to the 

entire Society). 

 

192 The Society of Mary has been called by God to gather … a great and excellent 

harvest  (1264 – 29 December 1842.  To Fr. Chevaux). 

 

193 If the Society of Mary is not the work of God, there is, in reality, much to be 

feared; even if it were better organized, it would not maintain itself.  If it is the 

work of God, all the outcries that can possibly be aroused against it will serve 

only to strengthen it  (1266 – 8 July 1842.  To Fr. Perrodin). 

 

194 If the Society of Mary were to deviate from the ends which it proposes to itself, it 

would no longer be the work of God, and its fall would necessarily have to be  

(1266 – 8 July 1842.  To Fr. Perrodin). 

 

195 The Society of Mary is the work of God under the special and immediate 

protection of our august Mother  (1298 – 29 May 1844.  To Bro. Clouzet). 

 

196 God wants a Society of Mary completely pure, holy, and free from the notions 

and attitudes which are embraced by so much of humanity corrupted by sin.  He 

wishes to be able to say … what He said do the Blessed Virgin: “You are all 

beautiful, my beloved” (Sg 4:7).   This is the reason for the winnowing fan in his 

hand, the tremors which shake it, the setbacks which seem to hinder its progress, 

the misunderstandings between the Principal Heads and the Founder (1313 – 17 

August 1844.  To Fr. Caillet). 

 



197 The spirit of the Society is a spirit of faith which is the Spirit of our Lord Jesus 

Christ produced in us when we open our hearts to him.  It is denatured when we 

open them only to our weak reason, neglecting the intuitions of faith which 

should illumine it  (1314 – 19 August 1844.  Circular to all the Directors). 

 

198 I am convinced that the Society of Mary will not do any real good for religion 

unless faith directs the exterior means used by reason.  Most certainly reason 

alone will never approve the spirit of real poverty  (1333 – 25 September 1844.  To 

Archbishop Mathieu, Besançon). 

 

199 You know perhaps better than I do all that the Blessed Virgin does for the 

Society… But it must be shaken, purified  (1352 – 25 October 1844.  To Fr. 

Chevaux). 

 

200 God does not usually rely on the fine qualities of man to do his work; God has 

chosen the weak of this world.  If the administration of the Society of Mary is 

composed of men of faith, I shall die in peace.  The society will fulfill is destiny; 

it will be imperishable  (1410 – 13 November 1845.  To the Archbishops and Bishops 

who have, in their dioceses, houses of the Society of Mary or of the Institute of the 

Daughters of Mary). 

 

201 I believe … that the Society of Mary and the Institute of the Daughters of Mary 

are works of God that they rest on solid rock, that storms and tempests will not 

topple them.  But let there be no admixture of sand or other loose substance on 

that solid rock  (1453 – 18 April 1846.  To Monsignor de Chamon, Bishop of Saint-

Claude). 

 

 


