
+ 4 April 2012, Wednesday of Holy Week 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

May the peace of the Lord and the love of His Mother be with you and your communities. 

 

This year our Palm Sunday gospel came from the tradition according to St. Mark the Evangelist. 

It opens with the anointing of Jesus at Bethany a few days before Passover, where we hear that 

a woman used an entire jar of expensive, perfumed oil to anoint Jesus’ head. She is quickly 

denounced as having ‘wasted’ the oil which could have been “sold for three hundred days’ 

wages and the money given to the poor.” Jesus commends the woman as having done 

something significant, saying that whenever the Gospel is preached “what she has done will be 

told in memory of her.” (Mk. 14:2ff.)  

 

EXTRAVAGANT LOVE 

How bold! How visionary! How audacious! There are so many adjectives we could use to 

describe the actions of this woman, but the one that sticks with me is ‘extravagant’. In the 

context of Holy Week, I can’t think of a more appropriate word.  

 

This woman’s measure of devotion far surpassed the amount or cost of the oil in that jar. She 

acted out of the very depths of who she was, responding to what she recognized as the most 

profound act of love the world would ever see. What was seen as over-the-top, the Lord 

commends as right and just. And, of course, since we know the rest of the story, we know that 

God would not be outdone by her generosity! 

 

ARE YOU PAYING ATTENTION? 

As we turn our attention from Lent to the Paschal Triduum, we are invited to join ourselves to 

Christ, who emptied himself on the cross, that we might rise with Him. Christ gave his life on 

the cross so that we might truly live.  

 

Throughout the centuries, God sends holy people into our lives, saints and martyrs among 

them, to teach us how to love. Are we paying attention? Of course we think of iconic figures like 

Blessed Mother Theresa, St. Francis of Assisi, our Blessed and Venerable Founders and Blessed 

Marianist Martyrs. But what about the poor? The marginalized? Those we reject? 

 

We’ve spent this Lent focusing on the things that really matter. Our spring training has made 

space for the things of God, flexing our ‘yes’ muscles into shape. Pray with me this Holy Week 

that our Marianist Family might be watchful of those moments when God is asking for our acts 

of extravagant love: bold, visionary, and audacious. May we have the courage to be the oil of 

healing for a world deeply in need.  

 

Asking God’s every blessing upon you and assuring you a remembrance in my prayers during 

the Triduum, may I remain: 



 

Faithfully Yours in Christ, 

 

Rudy Reyes Jr. 

 

 

p.s. This is the seventh (of eight) installments in our Lenten Series which will conclude next week on 

Easter Wednesday. I welcome and invite your feedback and conversation; be in touch! 
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Faites ce qui est nécessaire pour obtenir et maintenir la paix de l'âme; 

cherchez Dieu seul et son bon-plaisir. 

-- B. Guillaume Joseph Chaminade 
 

Please consider SUPPORTING THE MLNNA (click here). Your 

support is crucial!  
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