
 XXXIV General Chapter - Society of Mary - 2012 
 

 
COMMUNICATION #3 

 

Propositions to the General Chapter 
 
The Preparatory Commission recommends that we continue with the process used during the last 
two General Chapters for the solicitation and preparation of Propositions for the XXXIV General 
Chapter.  An appendix to this communication indicates clearly the format that is to be used for 
submitting propositions to the General Chapter.  We ask those submitting propositions to adhere 
closely to that format.  Propositions must be sent BOTH by e-mail and a hardcopy by post. 
 
Propositions from Unit governments, local communities or individual members of the Society of 
Mary are presented no later than FEBRUARY 20, 2012 to the Preparatory Commission for review 
and recommendation.  If at all possible, we would like to receive propositions sooner than the 
deadline date.   
 
Propositions are to follow a prescribed format, which includes 1. the precise text of the 
proposition, 2. the rationale for the proposition, 3. the person or persons responsible for its 
implementation and the approximate financial cost of the implementation, 4. Its implications. 
 
The propositions must clearly state the nature of the action required: 

a. a modification of the Rule of Life 
b. a decision compulsory for the whole Society of Mary 
c. a directive addressed to a particular level of government—General, Unit, or local 
d. a recommendation addressed to a particular level of government—General, Unit or 

local. 
 
The Preparatory Commission of the General Chapter will review and study all the propositions 
submitted, and it will make a decision concerning the disposition of each proposition.  The 
Preparatory Commission may decide one of the following: 

a. to accept the proposition as stated and present it to the General Chapter 
b. to accept the general intent of the proposition, revise the text, and present the 

revised text to the General Chapter.  This would include the possibility of 
combining into one proposition the texts of similar propositions. 

c. refer the proposition to one of the proposed Particular Commissions of the General 
Chapter for discussion and action 

d. to decide not to present the proposition either because it is not Chapter material, or 
it is not related to the theme of the Chapter, or it should be addressed by another 
level of government. 
 

All the propositions, along with the disposition of each proposition proposed by the Preparatory 
Commission, will be sent electronically to each capitulant of the General Chapter.  The original 
version of all propositions [in the language in which they were written] will be available at the 
time of the General Chapter for review by any capitulant who wishes to see the original text 
submitted to the Preparatory Commission. 
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