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Members of the General Administration, André Fétis, SM, and José María 
Alvira, SM, share their recent experience of visiting the Region of Eastern 
Africa: 

DD uring the course of one month we visited all eight works and eight com-
munities in Kenya, Zambia and Malawi. We participated in their lives for 

a few days, dialogued personally with all the brothers, and met twice with the 
Council.  During our stay we 
were able to participate in various solemn occasions that were 
significant for the Region:  the sacerdotal ordination and first 
Mass of Fr. Jomo, the profession of promises by the new nov-
ices, the official inauguration of the new building of Maria 
House of IMANI in Nairobi and the World Day of Marianist 
Prayer with the Mari-
anist Family of Lu-
saka.  This last cele-
bration, in particular, 

gave us the opportunity to greet and hold an enjoyable conversation 
with the Nuncio of the Holy See in Zambia and Malawi.  We also vis-
ited the study centers for our scholastics. 

All these activities have given us the opportunity to better get to know 
the situation within the Region and throughout the three countries in 

which the SM is present. The 
Region has a well defined mission, centered above all in education and 
social action.   

The educational mission, in fact, occupies a singular place and they are 
carrying it out by means of four centers for technical formation and three 
schools. The Region is also running a parish in Mombasa and taking care 
of three formation communities.  

Our experience and overall impression was 
very positive.  We observed a very good spirit throughout Region.  The recent 
Regional independence has contributed to a feeling of maturity and of shared re-
sponsibility that is shared by all the religious.  There is a sincere interest in both 
the current situation and in planning for the future development of the Unit.   

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to our brothers in Eastern Africa 
for their cordial welcome in all the communities and for all the kindnesses shown us.  Our gratitude goes espe-
cially to Bro. Chola, as Regional Superior, and to his Council, who were responsible for organizing our visit. 



Page 2 Issue # 208 — November 2011 

FR. JOSEPH MWAURAFR. JOSEPH MWAURA  ORDAINED ORDAINED 
IN EASTERN AFRICAIN EASTERN AFRICA  

On Sept. 24, Fr. Joseph “Jomo” Maria Kahiro 
Mwaura, SM, was ordained by Bishop David Ka-
mau (auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Nairobi) 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish in Nairobi, Kenya. 
About 400 members of the Marianist Family and their 
guests participated in the celebration, which included 
a reception. Fr. Jomo is director of novices for the Re-
gion of Eastern Africa.  On Sept. 25, Fr. Jomo cele-
brated a Mass of Thanksgiving at the Regional House 
in Nairobi. The celebration concluded with a luncheon 
reception.  (from Family On-Line).  

BRO. ARMANDO AÑESESBRO. ARMANDO AÑESES  
PROFESSES PERPETUAL VOWS IN PROFESSES PERPETUAL VOWS IN 

PUERTO RICOPUERTO RICO  

This year’s celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Pillar on October 12 was an occasion of special and 
abundant joy as Brother Armando Añeses, SM (US), 
professed perpetual vows at the Marianist school, 
Colegio San José, in Río Piedras, Puerto Rico. 

World Council of the Marianist Family meets in RomeWorld Council of the Marianist Family meets in Rome  
 

FF rom November 2-4 the administra-
tions of all four branches of the Mari-

anist Family, known collectively as the 
World Council of the Marianist Family, 
held their annual meeting at Via Latina in 
Rome.  Besides reports about activities in 
each branch, members discussed areas of 
collaboration such as the Marianist World 
Day of  Prayer and the events of the 
Chaminade Anniversary Year. 
 
The members of the World Council are pic-
tured here (left to right):  1st row:  Isabel 
Duarte (MLC-LA);  S. María José, FMI 
(Ed); Susan Vogt (MLC-NA); Isabella 

Moyer (MLC-Resp); S.Susanna, FMI (Rel); 2nd row:  Ernest Kasongo (MLC-Afr); Christiane Barbaux 
(AM-Resp); S. Estella, FMI (Temp); S. Marie Joëlle, FMI (Sup Gen); José María Alvira, SM (Ed); Agathe 
Senou (AM-Afr); Charles-Henri Moulin, SM (WCMF-Sec);  3rd row:  Felix Arqueros (MLC-Eur); Ed 
Violett, SM (Temp); André Fétis, SM (Rel); Domingo Fuentes, SM (MLC-Assesor); Manuel Cortés, SM 
(Sup Gen). 
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FF rom August 8-20 an all-Asia Marianist seminar was held under the auspices of ACEMS (the Asian Center of 
Marianist Studies) on the Deepahalli campus at Bangalore, India.  ACEMS was founded in 2008 by the SM 

zonal conference of Asia, with encouragement from the General Administration. 

For the first time in history, religious and lay Marianists, men and women, from all countries of Asia, were invited to 
come together to become better acquainted with Marianist themes, as 
well as pray and reflect on them.  There were 35 participants sent by the 
leadership councils of each Asian branch of the Marianist family:  
Daughters of Mary Immaculate:  5 from Korea, 3 from Japan, and 1 from 
India.  One sister from Japan was of Vietnamese origin.  Society of Mary: 
6 from Korea, 4 from Japan, 9 from India, 2 from the USA, and 2 from 
the Philippines.  Three of the brothers from Korea have lived in China, 
and one of those from India works in Nepal.  Marianist Lay Communi-
ties: 1 from Korea and 1 from India.  Five additional  participants tire-
lessly served as simultaneous translators, allowing everyone to be able to 
express themselves freely in Japanese, Korean or English. 

The cultivation of an understanding of a Marianist identity in Asia was one of the key results of the seminar.  The 
members had a chance to discover the many things shared in common, despite great differences in language and cul-
ture.  They felt motivated to work together more closely in the world’s largest continent.  The chance to speak in 
each one’s own language was a great help. 

The hospitality of the District of India, especially the scholasticate community at Deepahalli, was outstanding.  Fr. 
Varghese Chacko, the director, and Bro. Sebastian Bara, head of tempo-
ralities, worked tirelessly to make the seminar a success.  The 16 scholas-
tics collaborated very fully. 

The 250th birthday year of our blessed Founder seemed like an excellent 
time for this seminar.  The 
theme, “servant leadership,” 
was understood as a call to 
every Marianist to offer his or 
her best for the life and mis-
sion of the church, since we 
are all missionaries.  The par-

ticipants came to see blessed Father Chaminade as an extraordinary ex-
ample of a “servant leader,” or (as he himself stressed) a “missionary 
apostolic.” 

Resource-persons and speakers included the team of Marianists Bro. Ray 
Fitz, Bro. Tom Giardino, Fr. Dave Fleming, and Mr. Savio Franco (MLC
-Bangalore), assisted by Fr. Jacob Parappally (MSFS), Fr. Ambrose Pinto (SJ), and Fr. Emmanuel Uppamthadathil 
(MSFS). Bro. Jack Ventura, SM, Executive Director-Designate of the ICMF was also present. 

Marianist prayer life was also an important part of the seminar.  The scholastics at Deepahalli led the singing.  It was 
a unique and fortunate opportunity to participate in carefully prepared Masses in Korean, Japanese, Hindi and Eng-
lish, often expressing typical gestures from each culture.  During a day of recollection,  Bros. Tom and Ray led medi-
tations on two powerful mysteries drawn from the “Spirit of Saragossa” retreat.  It was a wonderful experience of 
Marianist life and identity and a great way for the Asian Center of Marianist Studies to foster the ongoing develop-
ment of the Marianist charism in Asia. 

AALLLL--AASIASIA  MMARIANISTARIANIST  SSEMINAREMINAR  
ONON  “S“SERVANTERVANT  LLEADERSHIPEADERSHIP””  
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I n the last issue of Via Latina 22 we explained the changes 
regarding the International Center for Marianist Formation, 

which, together with other resources in North America, consti-
tute that zone’s center for Marianist formation.  In the other 
continental zones, centers have been formed, or are in the proc-
ess of doing so.  In this current issue of VL22, we feature the activity of the Asian Center, located in Banga-
lore. (See separate article previous page).  
 

The Latin American Center for Marianist Formation began its work in March 
2011 by naming Bro. Santiago Valencia, SM (PE), its director and Ms. Rossana 
Zegarra the coordinator.  From its beginning until September they worked to 
articulate the objectives, mission, vision, means and practical organization.    
The SM Regional Offices in Peru provided a small office and all the basic  
equipment necessary.  During the last meeting of CLAMAR, last October in 
Santiago, Chile, the plan was approved as well as the official name: CELA-
FOM (Centro Latinoamericano de Formación Marianista). The 
members of CLAMAR also approved the 
budget for 2012-2013.   

 
 
Taking advantage of the many resources and facilities already available in 
Europe, the European Center for Marianist Formation is in a phase of reflec-
tion in order to plan how to coordinate the existing resources. Among those 
facilities are the Madeleine in Bordeaux, the Archives of the General Ad-
ministration in Rome, the Province of España’s Zaragoza center. Already 
there is a wealth of information and materials available at these places, with-
out forgetting what exists in other Units as well. Fr. Léo Pauels, SM (FR), is serving as coordinator. A 
meeting of a delegate from each Unit will be held at the beginning of 2012 to plan how to empower and 
coordinate Marianist research, publication and dissemination in Europe. 
 
An African Center with offices in both Eastern and Western Africa is also being established.  The office in 
Eastern Africa, anglophone Africa, is located in Nairobi, Kenya, with Fr. Callistus Jeje, SM, as the direc-

tor.  Over the last six months space at the Regional House has been remod-
eled and furnished to provide a place for a library and study resources as 
well as a place for individual study and study programs.   
 
The office in Western Africa, francophone Africa, is located in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast with Fr. Eugène Adingra, SM, as the director.  Initial plans for 
both offices were developed in February during meetings organized by the 
ICMF and NACMS. 
. 

NNEWEW  MMARIANISTARIANIST  FFORMATIONORMATION  CCENTERSENTERS  
BEGINNINGBEGINNING  TOTO  TAKETAKE  SHAPESHAPE  
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XXXIV General Chapter:XXXIV General Chapter:  
Introducing the Chapter LogoIntroducing the Chapter Logo  

The Preparatory Commission of the XXXIV General Chapter has released the logo 
to be used for the Chapter, which takes place during July 2012.  The image depicts 
the concept of “the fire that enkindles other fires: With renewed fervor and mis-
sionary momentum in a globalized Society of Mary.” 
 
Rogelio Núñez, SM, Assistant Provincial of the Province of 
España and member of PREPCO, provides the following ex-

planation: 
 
The Marianist cross is the symbol of the charism inspired by the Founder, who incarnated it in 
his life, works, writings and words. Therefore, this Chapter calls us to live, with great and gener-
ous hearts, that which is at the origin of our vocation: the generous gift of self in the service of the Kingdom of God, 
with a full and renewed fervor. 

 
Fr. Chaminade had fire in his prayer and in his generous gift of self. He wants us to live and give 
generously with fire, fervor, intense prayer, zeal, passion, vibrant fraternity and generous self-
giving. 
 
The five flames circling the globe represent the five 
continents in which the SM is present throughout the 
world. ”I have come to bring fire on the earth and   

how I wish it were already kindled” (Lk 12:49). They are all connected, representing the link that exists through the 
global SM. This link is one of interdependence and solidarity. 
 

“Behold, I will do a new thing. It springs forth now. Don't you know it?”  
(Isaiah 43:19)  

 
As regards Marianist life, we cannot forget that we are at a moment which calls us to be new leaven; we are in need 
of a true period of re-birth. In fact, from within the Society of Mary there surges a great desire for new life, for new 
fire. We want to be “born again.” 

Propositions to the General ChapterPropositions to the General Chapter  
The Preparatory Commission recommends that we continue with the process used during the last 

two General Chapters  for  the solicitation and preparation of Propositions  for  the XXXIV General 

Chapter.   Communication 3, recently sent  to all Unit administrations,  indicates clearly  the format 

that  is  to be used  for  submitting propositions  to  the General Chapter.   We ask  those  submitting 

propositions to adhere closely to that format.  Propositions must be sent BOTH by e‐mail and a 

hardcopy by post. 

Propositions  from Unit governments,  local communities or  individual members of  the Society of 

Mary are to be presented to the Preparatory Commission for review and recommendation no later 

than FEBRUARY 20, 2012 .  If at all possible, we would like to receive propositions sooner than the deadline date.   
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Nov 2‐4:  Annual meeting of the World Council of the Marianist 

Family, Rome 

Nov 7: General Council Meeting, Rome 

Nov 9‐14:  EV attends meetings in San Antonio, USA 

Nov 15‐18: JMA attends meetings in Madrid 

Death Notices: # 28 ‐ #31 

Oct 21: PREPCO Communica‐

tion 3 for the XXXIV General 

Chapter (Propositions) 

 

 GGENERALENERAL  AADMINISTATIONDMINISTATION  CCALENDARALENDAR: :   G.A. CG.A. COMMUNICATIONSOMMUNICATIONS  
RRECENTLYECENTLY  SSENTENT......  

CCHAMINADEHAMINADE  YYEAREAR: : Have you taken advantage of the many 
resources available on our website at www.marianist.org ? 

 
NOTE:  The 2012 Issue of the 

International Personnel and the annual Advent 
booklet have been sent to all Units. 

  

MMARIANISTARIANIST  WWORLDORLD  
DDAYAY  OFOF  PPRAYERRAYER  

  
See photos from some 
of the celebrations of 
the Marianist World 
Day of Prayer on our 

website at 
www.marianist.org . 

NOVEMBER 2011NOVEMBER 2011  
 

ANIMATOR OF A SAINTLY 
PEOPLE 

"All ages, all sexes,  
all conditions" 

 
1:   All Saints 
6:   SM Martyrs of Madrid 
12: 1804, Chaminade 
       appointed to serve at 
       the Madeleine 

http://www.marianist.org/�
http://www.marianist.org/�

