
Marianist Cyber-Communities  

What is a Marianist cyber-community? 

It’s a group of 6 to 8 people who meet regularly by Internet or teleconference. Members read a 
text that the group has chosen and then share a reflection and prayer based on it with the group. 

How does the prayer and sharing work? 

Each community agrees on the frequency of its “meetings”—every weekday, weekly, or 
monthly, for instance. It chooses texts to share, such as the <daily Mass readings>, 
<Sunday Mass readings>, or another text. It determines a means of communication. The 
following have been used in existing cyber-communities, but others may be imagined.  

 E-mail: Each person creates a list of members’ e-mail addresses. Individually, members 
pray with the chosen reading in the style of <lectio divina>. They read the text slowly, 
then settle on a phrase that speaks to them. They copy that phrase into an e-mail, write a 
short reflection on it, compose a short prayer, and send it to their community. Members 
read each others’ e-mails. Occasionally, they may respond with a question, comment, or 
word of support. Confidentiality is key. Members adhere to the common rules of 
<netiquette>. E-mail format is often used for daily or weekly meetings. It lends itself to 
forming community across time zones and within busy schedules, as each member 
participates regularly, but at his or her convenience. On days that prayer just doesn’t 
come, a member can simply read others’ prayers and check in as a “lectio cheat.”  

 Web forum: Members may read, reflect, and pray as described above, but post their 
sharings to an online forum, such as <Nicenet>. This format eliminates problems with 
blocked or delayed e-mails. It can be used periodically to facilitate lengthier discussion. 
  

 Teleconferencing: Members read their common text and reflect on it. At a pre-arranged 
time, they dial a reserved phone number to have a community phone discussion. One 
member usually serves as facilitator of the call. The members share and pray based on 
the text they have read and their reflections on it. Since schedules must be coordinated 
for teleconferencing, this format lends itself better to less frequent meetings.  

Members exchange short biographies when they enter a community. They build trust and 
relationships as they share and pray together. Often members must miss one or more 
meetings, but the prayers of the rest of the community carry them through that time.   

What is the value of cyber-communities? 

Members participate in each other’s lives, and serve each other and the larger world, out of a commitment to 
the good news of Jesus Christ. They share their faith and draw on a common heritage for prayer, 
such as the Word of God and a devotion to Mary in the Catholic tradition. Cyber-communities 
cannot replace traditional, in-person communities. But they can unite people across geographical 



boundaries and include people for whom illness, work schedules, family commitments, or other 
circumstances prohibit participation in traditional small communities.  

What makes these communities “Marianist”? 

<Marianists> are Catholic lay people and vowed religious, women and men, who follow the 
spiritual tradition of <Adèle de Trenquélleon>, <William Chaminade>, and <Marie Thérèse de 
Lamourous>. These French founders brought Christians together in small communities after the 
Revolution, seeking new ways to be church. Adèle formed communities of Christian women by 
letter-writing. Like Chaminade, cyber-communities believe “new times call for new methods.”  

Marianist <communities> are open and inclusive. They bring together people of diverse ages, 
vocations, professions, family situations, and national and cultural origins. Members may or may 
not be part of a parish community. They may have lots of Marianist connections or none at all.  

These communities are also Marianist in their eye toward <mission>. When members do service 
individually or as a group, they emulate Mary’s special role of bringing Christ into the world. 

Examples of sharing from a Marianist cyber-community that meets every weekday by e-mail 

  

From a member in Kansas: 

"...knock and the door will be opened to you...." (Luke 11:9) 

All we have to do is knock......Our act of knocking is an admission that we need God and that we are 
open to His response.  So simple, yet so hard sometimes, control-freaks that we are......! 

Dear Lord, Give me the wisdom and the courage to just Knock...each day.....each step of the way......With 
Mary's guidance and help, Amen. 

It hit freezing here today.  Trees should begin to turn colors......Such beauty from God! 

An Irish member’s e-mail includes a response to another member’s sharing: 
'The Lord speaks of peace to his people' (Psalm 85:9) 

How often is the Lord listened to as he speaks of peace. There are so many places in our world where 
peace is needed, when will these people listen, and take heed? My country still strives for complete 
peace, November is another turning point for the peace talks. Hopefully the politicians will listen to those  

that speak of peace. 

God of peace,  

Help us listen to your words of peace,  



Help us live your words of peace, in our lives, in our homes, in our community,in our country, and in our 
world. Let us be the best person we can. 

Please bless Bernice especially today as she suffers another fall. Keep Bernice, Chris and Chris' sister 
within the shelter and comfort of your arms.  

Amen. 

From a Marianist brother in New York: 
I was taken by the Gospel of today.  The landowner keeps hiring workers...and gives them the same 
reward even if they only worked an hour or two.  It makes me think that God keeps looking for us all 
during our life.  Sometimes he finds and we connect when we are young...sometimes during mid-life, etc.  
But God keeps searching for us...I am glad of that...I trace my conversion to a wonderful retreat in 1973!  
I  was a year shy of 40!  One never knows...but the best thing is that God is always searching for us.  I 
think  that this is very consoling for parents who find that their "children" are not church-goers, etc. God is 
patient, kind, etc.  Would that I and all of us could be that patient!  Blessings everyone.  

I’d like to give it a try. How can I join a Marianist cyber-community? 

Contact Joanne McCracken at maypoint@gmail.com  Joanne coordinates the placement of 
interested people in an existing or newly forming community. 

 

 


