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Perhaps you’ve had a meaningful experience of a faith community in college or your heart 
simply yearns to gather with others of similar values and commitment. Where do you look? How 
do you start?  
 
Of course circumstances differ and everyone’s path is unique but this is meant to be an outline of 
some beginning steps. It is based in the Marianist tradition since community is one of the 
founding characteristics of Marianist spirituality flowing from William Joseph Chaminade, 
founder of the Marianists. 
 
 If you don’t know if there are any Marianist Lay Communities (MLC’s) around you, or you 

are moving to a new location, find local Marianists by contacting the Marianist Lay Network 
of North America (MLNNA). It’s easiest to join an existing community. 
1. Contact MLNNA via email at mlnna@aol.com 
 

 If there is no existing community near you, you can still connect virtually with others lay 
Marianists either for awhile, or perhaps forever, by:  
1. The Marianist Lay Network of North America (MLNNA) weekly inspirational e-mails. 

Network (Friday Magnificat, E-News, Saying Yes, and Gifts and Tasks) Ask Marie 
(MLNNA@aol.com) to put you on the database. 

2. Consider becoming involved in a “cyber community” if you don’t physically live close 
enough to lay Marianists to form a face-to-face community. The contact for this is 
Joanne McCracken (609) 654-5621, maypoint@gmail.com 

2. Join the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative (MSJC) mailing list so that you get the 
monthly Justice Jottings e-mails. (Sign up on www.MSJC.net)   

3. Consider taking a Marianist on-line course. For info see: http://vlc.udayton.edu  
 
 Or you may be adventurous and want to start a Marianist Lay Community yourself.  

1. A good starting place to learn the ABC’s of community development is to participate in 
the Marianist Lay Formation Initiative. This is a two year formation program with group 
retreats and mentoring. Contact Pati Krasensky, Coordinator ((215) 634-4116, 
pkrasensky@sm-usa.orgn to find out when the next group will start. 

2. If you’ve already are familiar with the basics of Marianist Lay Community life and know 
a few people who are willing to gather with you to start a community, following are some 
typical beginning steps that new communities take: 

 Gather for awhile to get to know each other. 
 Most communities have a format that includes prayer, discussion on a topic (faith, 

moral, educational, justice, personal growth issues) and of course social time to 
catch up on each other’s life and recreate together. Ideally discussion leads to 
some action, either individual or community) such as being involved in some 
service lest the group become solely a prayer or social group. (you can refer to 
“suggested meeting format” on the resource page of www.marianist.com/mlfi) 



 Frequency of meetings vary according to group needs but it is hard to maintain a 
community spirit if a group meets less than once a month, more often is desirable. 
About every two weeks is typical. 

 Any community that is alive and growing also meets obstacles along the way. It 
may be deciding how to share leadership, how to resolve conflicts honestly and 
respectfully, how to avoid burnout, how to get a good balance between 
individual’s personal lives and community lives, what topics to discuss, how to 
keep creative and explore new ways of praying, learning, and serving. As you 
encounter such questions, it’s helpful to have a mentor – for the community as a 
whole or for individuals who want to deepen their spiritual lives. MLNNA 
maintains a list of people, experienced in spiritual and community mentoring who 
are willing to walk with you and your community on this exciting spiritual 
journey. Contact Pati Krasensky at pkrasensky@sm-usa.org for mentors. 


