G’Day Brother Stephen!

| wanted to write a letter to say thank you so much for supporting our pilgrimage to Sydney, Australia
for World Youth Day. This was one of the most amazing experiences of my life and | am so appreciative

of the Marianists for making the experience possible for me.

R I have a much deeper appreciation for
. the universality of the Catholic Church
after returning from World Youth Day. It
was amazing to look out over the sea of a
half a million people and see flags
popping up from the crowd from all over
the world. Seeing the number of cultures
and the number of Christians gathered

together there, it is clear that Catholicism
is much bigger than any one church or diocese. However, what impressed me even more than the vast
number of Catholic youth gathered there was how it felt like none of them were strangers. The Catholic
Church is not only universal, but it is also a family, and | experienced that family at World Youth Day in a
way that | never have before. All week long | talked to countless people from all over the world, and
every person | talked to was instantly a friend immediately after our introduction. | listened to a concert
with a group from Mexico, danced with Franciscan brothers from Puerto Rico, did workshops with young
men from New Zealand, shared stories with teachers from Fiji, and so many other encounters. All the
people there were instant brothers and sisters eager to share their lives with me

As | gained a deeper appreciation for the way in
which fellow Christians are brothers and sisters, |
gained a deeper appreciation for how Pope
Benedict XVI is our Holy Father. | was just ten
feet away from him as he passed in his
motorcade, and as he passed he saw the
Marianist flag as shown in this picture. | was
impressed by the way he interacted with the
youth in Sydney. He was constantly addressing
us as “my children” and many of us
affectionately referred to him as “Papa .
Benedetto.” Before World Youth Day, ! didn’t ' g

know much about Pope Benedict, but now | am one of his biggest fans. | loved the things he said to us
in his addresses, so much so that 've looked them up online since returning home so | couid continue to
reflect on them. Pope Benedict chalienges me to work to change institutional injustices by changing my
own lifestyle, rather than depending on policy changes at the institutional level to fix the problems in
our world. in his address to us upon his arrival, the Holy Father said, “Our hearts and minds are yearning
for a vision of life where love endures, where gifts are shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds
meaning in truth, and where identity is found in respectful communion.”



- . .. This comment from Pope Benedict
i strikes me as very Marianist. | was
excited to have the opportunity to
help set the Marianist table during
our gathering with the schools in
Australia which were started by the
Marianists. The ideas of love, sharing
gifts, building unity, and respectful
communion are themes that stuck
out at me as important in that ritual.
It was exciting to me to see these
Marianist values being emphasized in
the Holy Father's messages at World

Youth Day.

During our final dinner together in Sydney, Brother Jack asked us to share how we had been touched
during our time in Sydney. | was so excited to hear several of the people at my tabie respond that they
were moved by their experience of the Marianists at World Youth Day. These were parishioners at
Marianists parishes and students at Marianist schools, and they all expressed an eagerness to learn
more about the Marianists and get more invoived in Marianist life as a resuit of their experiences with
us at World Youth Day. | was so excited to hear them say this, and excited that | could be a part of
showing them what the Marianists are all about.

I want to thank you again for supporting this pilgrimage. It has left a lasting impression on me, and | am
so grateful that | was blessed with the opportunity to participate. | look forward to seeing how the
youth are inspired again at the next World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain in 2011. | really believe that God
is doing amazing things through this tradition that Pope fohn Paul i began, and | believe it will continue
to be fruitful as World Youth Day pilgrimages continue.

Thank you again,

Brian Myers
Marianist Aspirant




DeSales Crossings Marianist Community

Dear Members of the Provincial Council,

I'would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your support, both
financially and spiritually, for my recent participation in the World Youth Day pilgrimage
in Sydney, Australia. I know that it was a significant investment by both the Province and
local community that allowed me to attend. However, I found the unique nature of the trip
very worthwhile for me and helpful in terms of my ongoing initial formation. Furthermore,
it was a way to share our Marianist charism and family spirit with others, both in our own
pilgrimage group and with those we met from around the globe.

While I am still reflecting on the experience and “unpacking” the many events that I
participated in, I have started to see some general themes and learnings emerge. Oneis a
greater sense of our universal Church and the richness we share in our faith even amidst
our diversity of language, nationality, color, worship and prayer styles, and the like. Along
with this is a renewed sense of the need for openness and a willingness to let down barriers
and preconceptions that I may have built up - all of this in order understand others better
and come to a fuller sharing of our common faith together. World Youth Day was also
affirming to my vocation and the Marian and communal style of Church which we strive
for in our Society. As I continue to pray and reflect over my time in Sydney, I'm sure these
themes will expand and deepen as the Spirit leads me.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge Bro. Jack Ventura and other members of the
Provincial staff who helped to organize and plan the pilgrimage. I think that all involved
would agree that things went very smoothly, due mostly to Jack’s leadership, planning and
guidance along the way.

Again, I would like to thank the Provincial Council for your support of the World
Youth Day pilgrimage. It is an experience that I will carry with me the rest of my life, and it

was a time of grace and spiritual growth for me. Be assured of my prayers as you continue
to lead the Province.

In gratitude and fraternity,

ol

Bro. Robert C. Jones, SM

1516 Chapel Street 1600 Madison Road
Cincinnati, OH 45206 - 1516 Cincinnati, OH 45206 - 1815
513.221.3911 513.961.1945

Fax: 513.221.4907



