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June 26, 2006

VOCATION NEWS
  
Did you know…
· Here are a few notes from a three week trip I made in May to California, Baltimore, Brookhaven and Dublin, Ireland.  Diane Guerra and I traveled together during the first part of the trip.
· Special thanks to John Haster and the communities at Cupertino for their hospitality and kindness during my recent visit.
· Thanks to John and Tom Suda for the tour of the construction site for the new health facility.  (I look good in a hard hat!)
· Both Diane and I had an opportunity to address all the members of the community.  Diane talked about the Communications Office and I spoke about the men in our formation program.
· I had a very good meeting with John McEnhill, the National Director of our Aspirancy Program.
· Diane and I also enjoyed a lunch time visit with Joe Aspell.  Joe drove us to see his statue of St. Francis located in front of a local parish.  Thank you, Joe!
· I also was able to see Joe’s statue of St. Joseph outside of our parish in Eldersberg, Maryland.
· Diane and I traveled next to Santa Cruz where we visited with Rollie Bunda and David Betz.  We had a very nice weekend attending a Filipino Culture night and Sunday Eucharist with the students from the Newman Center. Thanks Rollie and David!  Diane and I parted ways here.  Diane flew to West Hills and I drove to Archbishop Riordan High School in San Francisco.  This was the first time I drove in California and I did fine until I came to the school and it took me 15 minutes to find the Marianist parking lot.
· Thanks to Jack Russi and the community for their hospitality and for listening to my little talk.
· Thanks to Tom French, who has always been a role model for me.  Tom gave me a tour of Riordan and arranged for me to meet with some students and faculty.  It was good to visit with Tom.  We taught together at Cardinal Gibbons in Baltimore, even though he is much older than I am.

· Thanks to Jesse O’Neill for his organizing the East Coast Jubilee celebration. Congratulations to Richard Kuhn, Bob Backherms, Paul Reich, Ray Middendorf and George Onida.  Special thanks to Pat Tonry for being a role model for the younger members of the province.
· Special thanks to the Dublin community for the welcome and hospitality shown to me and my sister, Kathleen.
· In Ireland, I met with Kevin Smith, an inquirer from Cincinnati who was visiting Ireland and Wales.  I also had a breakfast meeting with James Bryne, a graduate of St. Laurence.  We talked about his vocation discernment.  I had a very fine community meeting with Gerry Mc Auley, Jim Contadino, Fred Rech and Neville O’Donohue about vocations, formation and the aspirancy program.
· I had the opportunity to attend a vocation prayer service with Neville and Irish religious from many different congregations.  The religious all prayed at the same time in three parts of the country for vocations in Ireland.  It was a very moving prayer service.  It was also very cold; it was held outside!  Thank you, Neville!

· Congratulations to our four new Brothers – Armando, Dennis, Alfredo and Andrew!  The vow ceremony and reception were very fine events.  Several Contacts attended the weekend celebration – Kip Young, Reynard Nivera, Norman Capinin, Chris Nieport and Brandon Alana Maugaotega.  Our Hawaiian Contacts even participated in the Vow Mass.  Special thanks to the Stonemill/ Kiefaber Community for helping with housing for the weekend.

· A fine time was had by all at the St. Louis area Jubilee celebration.  Congratu-lations to Eugene Meyerpeter, José Ramirez and Jim Eppy!  Thanks to Oscar Vasquez for organizing the event!

· Congratulations to our Contacts who graduated this past month – John Fogarty (St. Marys), Ken Barrett (UD), and Chris Nieport (UD)!  Also, congratulations to Contact Reynard Nivera who finished his degree paper in chemistry and also graduated.  Way to go, guys!

· Is your community still praying the vocation prayer on Wednesdays?  It has been suggested that perhaps we should have a change!  Okay!  Let’s do it!  Jim Schimelpfening is leading the efforts to come up with a new vocation prayer for next semester!  Thanks, Jim!  If you are gifted in this area and would like to help, please contact me!

· Special thanks to Tom Schroer for taking the time and helping our vocation efforts by administering psychological tests to our candidates.  Tom, thank you very much for your help and support!

· Sister Maria Volderneid, IHM, a friend of mine from my Mother Seton days in Baltimore has just been reassigned to her motherhouse in Scranton, PA.  Sister is 82 years old, but still young in spirit and heart.  I am sending Sister Maria the names of our men in formation to pray for as she begins her new “prayer ministry.”  I read somewhere that God listens to the prayers of old sisters! Thanks, Sister Maria!

· Are you praying for vocations?  Are you inviting men to join us?

· Thanks to Dennis Schmitz and the entire West Hills community for hosting the Discernment Retreat during the Memorial Day Weekend.  Thanks to Jim Wisecaver for arranging the retreat house details.  Please see the e-mail testimony below from a participant.


“Just wanted to say thank you for the opportunity of attending the retreat this past weekend.  I was mostly impressed by the openness and warmth of everyone in attendance especially the religious and I can definitely attest to experiencing the “Marianist Hospitality.”  Even as someone meeting your community for the first time I could feel the sense of family and the great camaraderie between the members of your community at West Hills.  Many of my questions were answered in my “Emmaus walk” with Fr. Jim (personally I think who ever came up with the idea of the “Emmaus walk” is a genius – I got some exercise out of it :o) but most importantly I felt comfortable and was able to ask many questions and receive clear, concise answers – no sugar coating at all and I loved that.  Thank you for your generosity and be assured that I am looking forward to continuing this great adventure with you.  Warmest regards, Michael.”

· Several of our Contacts will be ministering at the Marianist Family Retreat Center this summer.  Kip Young and Joe Melendrez will spend a week or two at Cape May Point, New Jersey.  Thanks, guys!

· Have you met any men in our Formation Program?  If you see one of them somewhere, please go introduce yourself to them – they don’t bite!

· Thanks to Brian Halderman, Alfredo Chavez, Luis Gamboa and Volunteer Director, Dan Richter, for attending the First National Encuentro of Hispanic Youth and Young Adult Ministry at the University of Notre Dame.  We had a vocation booth and a great deal of information was given out.  Thanks, guys!

· The new vocation website will soon be ready!

· I would like to thank our vocation team, our vocation callers and the many members of the Province who help (either directly or indirectly) with our vocation efforts.  I am grateful to you all.  I invite all members of the Province to share in this very important ministry.  WE NEED YOU!

Have a good summer, but don’t forget vocations!  Peace!
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