
 

 
 
January 29, 2010 
                                                                
Media contact only:     St. Mary’s Office of Financial Assistance: 
Lucha Ramey     (210) 436-3141 or (800) 367-7868 
(210) 431-4377    www.stmarytx.edu, click on the green  
lramey@stmarytx.edu    Access St. Mary’s button 
  
For Immediate Release 
 

St. Mary’s University Covers Full Tuition 
 

SAN ANTONIO – St. Mary’s University announces the second generation of a special 
financial assistance program which will cover tuition for qualified freshmen in fall 2010. 
Access 2010 at St. Mary’s University will enable members of the incoming fall class of 
2010, who have excelled in high school and also have high financial need, to have their 
tuition paid for at St. Mary’s University! 
 
The economic climate continues to present significant challenges to many families 
considering college. In response, for the second year in a row St. Mary’s President 
Charles L. Cotrell, Ph.D. and the St. Mary’s Alumni Association have approved the 
financial four-year commitment to qualifying members of the fall 2010 incoming class. 
 
The University exceeded its projection for Access St. Mary’s 2009 by enrolling nearly 55 
percent of the admitted students who were eligible for an enhanced financial package 
under the program’s criteria. These nearly 170 students represented more than 30 percent 
of the incoming 2009 freshman class and had some of the highest quality indicators of 
any incoming class—nearly half (44 percent) were in the top 10 percent of their high 
school graduating class. 
 
“The success of Access St. Mary’s 2009 demonstrated that St. Mary’s University was 
fulfilling a need,” said Cotrell. “We are committed to ensuring that a quality, private, 
liberal-arts, Catholic education remains a viable option for students.” 
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A financial aid package comprised of sufficient scholarship and grant funding to cover 
the price of tuition for all four years will be awarded to prospective full-time, fall 2010 
freshmen who apply on time for financial aid and meet the following qualifications:  

• full-time enrollment,  
• eligible for a federal Pell Grant,  
• receipt of a St. Mary’s Trustee’s or President’s Scholarship,  
• and who commit to live on-campus in University housing.  

 
St. Mary’s University’s annual tuition is approximately $21,000. Access 2010 at St. 
Mary’s is a four-year commitment for students who meet the requirements for renewal. 
With the full price of tuition covered through gift assistance, students will be able to 
apply other aid for which they are eligible toward room, board, fees and other charges.  
 
Students should complete the undergraduate admission application and the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by mid February to meet the 
financial aid priority date of March 31. Full funding for late applicants cannot be 
guaranteed 
 
“We encourage prospective students and parents to work together to complete the 
FAFSA,” said Suzanne Petrusch, vice president for enrollment management at St. 
Mary’s. “We are extremely pleased with the outcome of Access St. Mary’s 2009. With 
demand again expected to be high, it’s essential that students complete the FAFSA on 
time. Our knowledgeable financial assistance counselors are available to help students 
through the application process.” 
 
Students who are not Pell Grant eligible and therefore don’t qualify for the Access 2010 
program will be considered for other aid programs based on their FAFSA results. The 
majority of St. Mary’s undergraduate students receive financial assistanceneed based, 
merit based or a combination of the two.  
 
Students interested in applying to St. Mary’s University and learning more about 
the Access St. Mary’s program, can contact the Office of Financial Assistance at 
(210) 436-3141 or (800) 367-7868 or please visit www.stmarytx.edu and click on the 
green Access St. Mary’s button. 

 
With a 60 percent graduation rate, this is just one of the reasons why St. Mary’s 
University is ranked fourth in the West Region for quality and value in the “Great 
Schools, Great Prices” category of the U.S. News & World Report’s 2010 edition of 
“America’s Best Colleges.” The Bill Greehey School of Business is ranked in the top 10 
nationally for “Greatest Opportunity for Women” by the Princeton Review. St. Mary’s 
University, as a Catholic Marianist University, fosters the formation of people in faith 
and educates leaders for the common good through community service, integrated liberal 
arts and professional education, and academic excellence. 
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