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Ameong the religious and cultural factors that influence
converts to enter into full communion with the Church, the
Blessed Virgin Mary holds particular prominence. Yet she is not
the possession of the Catholic Church solely, for many
Protestant Churches are rediscovering the presence and role of

Mary in life’s pilgrimage of faith.

Before embracing Catholicism John Henry Newman, prob-
ably the most famous convert in the last two centuries, formulat-
ed an explanation of the development of docirines in the
Catholic Church, especially the Marian docirines. He explained
that the saving truths of revelation were not given by God in
timeless and static expression, but dynamic and life-giving truths
which continue to unfold and develop. In “An Essay on the
Development of Christian Doctrine”, Newman wrote: “grow is
the only evidence of Life.” Ideas live in our minds and continual-
ly enlarge into fuller development. “In a higher world it is other-
wise, but here below to live is to change, and to be pexfect is to
have changed often.”

To believe in the ongoing prayer and care of Mary for the
faithful is to find the Virgin Mother’s assistance in time of tran-
sitions, of new beginnings, of wandering and searching. Sacred

Seripture shows us that Mary is the

! Virgin of Beginnings and Transitions

" {(Asnunciation, Cana, Pentecost), and the

Virgin of Spiritual Searching (Presentation, Finding in the Temple,

Cana, Calvary). It is guite natural then to experience her motherly

presence in the struggles which accompany conversion, according
to Father Ren® Lavrentin in “A year of Grace with Mary”.

Conversions to Catholicism develop from a complex of vari-
ous factors. They result from conviction and personal experience.
But also at play are conditions and developments in the Church and
society that often help or hinder conversions. An instance of the lat-
ter scenario is nineteenth century England in which that time’s the-
ological ferments and liberalism and the decision of the British
government to suppress a number of Anglican bishoprics gave rise
1o the Oxford Movement, which questioned the Anglican Church’s
legitimacy. The consequence was a number of conversions by
prominent intellectuals from 1840 to 1926, the most noteworthy
being John Henry Newman. These converis were usually imbued
with an understanding of the Virgin Mary and their devotion to her
often preceded their entry into the Catholic Church.







