Marianist World Day of Prayer
Prayer Service
9 October 2005

OPENING SONG: “Hail Mary: Gentle Woman,” by Carey Landry (or other suitable song).

OPENING PRAYER: All read aloud together or in parts “Marianist Family,” by Jose Maria
Arnaiz, SM (pp. 81-82 of The Marianist Family Prayer Book).

“Our Father, we pray for our Marianist Family
with all its weaknesses and all its wealth.
Look upon us with kindness;

it is our mother and our family.

Give it your grace so that it may become

what it longs to be.

“A family that fosters life and enthusiasm,

in which all can express what they think and feel,
what they believe and desire;

a community of freedom.

“A family in which all can pray in their own language,

develop and cherish their own culture,

appreciate the heritage and history in which they feel
at home:

an incarnational community, one that knows the
paschal mystery

and experience a new Pentecost.

“A family of which people will say:

“See how they love one another,’

rather than, “See how well organized they are’:
a living and growing community.”

Marianist Family, you are small but growing,
Fragile but full of hope,

Hesitant but believing.

Lift up your eyes and see:

Jesus and Mary are always with you. Amen.”

FIRST READING: “Silence and Obscurity,”(pp. 8-9 of The Apostolate of Holy Motherhood)

The following excerpt was a Vision of Our Blessed Mother received by ‘“Mariamante,” a
young mother in her middle thirties, with three children whose respective ages, when the visions
took place, were seven, three, and one” (p. viii of the “Introduction” of The Apostolate, written
by Mark Miravelle, S.T.D.) As Miravelle explains, the Blessed Mother assured this visionary
that her personal identity would remain confidential (ibid., p. ix).




“Silence and Obscurity”
Vision of Our Blessed Mother, she again appeared to have been crying as the day before.

Blessed Mother: “Silence and obscurity. This is what | ask of you. Let the light of the Lord
shine through you in your daily duties. Many misunderstand this and think that they
must be in the public eye to do great things for God. It is often quite the contrary.
Silence and obscurity —as | was in Bethlehem and Nazareth.

“So many of my priest sons wish to leave their mark in the world rather than
preaching the Gospel of my Son. This is an error. My Son has revealed everything.
There is nothing new. They should be following in His footsteps rather than forging their
own path. They are leading many astray through their errors. Tell them Jesus is the
light, not the human mind. They worship the human intellect rather than God Himself.

“Mothers, teach your children to be kind to one another. The important lessons
are learned at home. Do not expect others to teach your children. This is your
responsibility and should be your joy. The world has taken the joy out of parenting. This
is an error. Discipline is necessary, but so is joy. Love your children. Many children are
suffering from lack of love. This is a tragedy. They are made to feel as burdens. Their
parents should beg God for forgiveness, for he who leads the little ones astray will be
held to account for it. Love and cherish your children. They are great gifts from God.
Follow the example of the Holy Family who lived in humility and love, deferring to one
another.

“Continue to pray for the world. | love this Holy Father very much. Follow his
example. It is everyone’s responsibility to be holy.

“Go now and be with your children. They need you.”

Monday February 16, 1987
Vision ended at 5:33 P.M.

SECOND READING:

(For the second reading, we will pray a decade of the First Joyful Mystery, The Annunciation.

1.

2.

Individuals may take turns reading each line; all recite the Hail Mary after each line)

The time for the Incarnation is at hand.
Hail Mary...
Of all women God prepare Mary from her conception to be the Mother of the Incarnate
Word.
Hail Mary...
The Angel Gabriel announces: “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with thee.”
Hail Mary....
Mary wonders at this salutation.
Hail Mary...
The Angel assures her: “Fear not. . . you shall conceive in your womb, and give birth to a Son.
Hail Mary...
Mary is troubled for she has made a vow of virginity.
Hail Mary...



7. The Angel answers that she will conceive by the power of the Holy Spirit, and her Son will
be called the Son of God.
Hail Mary...
8. The Incarnation awaits Mary’s consent.
Hail Mary...
9. Mary answers: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done unto me according to your
word.”
Hail Mary...
10. The Word was made flash and dwelt among us.
Hail Mary...

REFLECTION
(Take a few minutes to share your thoughts)

How do you “Let the light of the Lord shine through you in your daily duties”?
When was there a time in your life when you needed to make a leap of faith as Mary did?
What can | do to incorporate what I’ve learned from these readings in my own life?

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

1. For the needs o the Church, we pray to the Lord...

2. For respect of the right to life and the rights of all people living in the world, we pray to the
Lord....

For peace in the world, we pray to the Lord...

For vocations in all branches of the Marianist life, we pray to the Lord...

For the special needs of Marianists around the world, we pray to the Lord....

For the deceased, we pray to the Lord...

For those who care for others, we pray to the Lord...

For those suffering in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we pray to the Lord...

. That we, like Mary, may carry the light of Christ for others, we pray to the Lord...

10 In thanksgiving for the graces of the pat year, we pray to the Lord...
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For what else shall we pray?

Lord, you know all our deepest needs and concerns. May your love shine upon us so that we, like
Mary, lead others to your Son. We ask this through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER: “A Litany in Honor of Mary,” by Joseph Lackner, SM.
(Recite this together)

Holy Mary, pray for us.
Mother of God,

Mother of our redemption,
Mother of a lost child,



Mother of comfort and understanding,
Mother who shares our joys,

Mother who endures our sorrows,

Mother whose heart was pierced by a sword,
Mother most merciful.

Woman responsive to God’s word,
Woman willing to believe the impossible,
Woman who rejoices in her lowliness,
Woman with an undivided heart,
Woman of perfect freedom,

Woman wrapped in mystery,

Woman moved by the Spirit,

Woman champion of the poor and lowly,
Woman graced by a hushand’s love,
Woman widowed by a husband’s death,
Woman at the cross,

Woman patient and waiting,

Woman clothed with the sun,

Queen of the fullness of times,
Queen of beauty unalloyed,
Queen of integrity,

Quean of painful meetings,
Queen of all our heart’s treasure,
Queen of our destiny,

Queen of peace,

Mary you are mother and virgin, wife and widow, peasant and queen —blessed for all time. We
need the comfort of your prayers. Remember us always to our Father through your Son, Jesus
Christ, who is our Lord forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING SONG: “Immaculate Mary” or other appropriate song.
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NAMYANG SANCTUARIUM B.M.V. MATRIS NOSTRAE

The shrine of Lady at Nam Yang is the site
where unknown Catholic martyrs shed
their blood for Christ during the
persecution of 1866 called Pyeong In
Persecution. It was dedicated on October
7, 1991 to Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary, and became the first Marian
Shrine in Korean church history.

The Nam Yang Shrine of Martyrs was
especially dedicated to Our Lady, the
mother of all martyrs. It is a holy place
where all Korean Catholics, who have
inherited the valuable heritage of faith
from the martyrs, can pray anytime in the
name of Our Blessed Mother. In this only
shrine of Our Lady in the Korean Church,
people can pray the rosary with their
family or friends, walking through the
beautifully designed 1-km long rosary trail
which has 20 decades of stone beads.

It is truly a meaningful and graceful
opportunity that people can pray in the
name of Our Lady in this shrine as
ancestors of the faith did at the moment of
their martyrdom. Those martyred here
endured harsh persecutions, holding their
beads in their hands and praying the
Rosary.

The Nam Yang Shrine of Our Lady is a
special place for us not only to cherish the
memory of martyrs who had great
devotion to Our Lady, but also to commit
and pray to Our Lady with deep love and
faith dedicating all our sufferings and
pains. Furthermore, this shrine, because
it is so beautifully landscaped and
surrounded by a naturally undisturbed
environment, has been nominated and
promoted by the Hwa Sung City Council
as one of the 8 most scenic areas in Hwa
Sung.




