
 

 

 
WE MOURN THE DEATH OF 
VIMCEN POKHREL: 

    
 Our first lay Marianist 
from Nepal, Vimcen 
Pokhrel, passed away 
in the early evening of 
5 February in his 
Siliguri residence 
surrounded by his 
wife, daughter and 
son. Shortly before he 
died Frs. Pragasam 
and Varghese had 
visited him, but then 
left for Patna and 
Nepal.  Both had an 
opportunity to speak 
with him during his 
last hours. Vimcen had 

struggled with a rare form of liver cancer 
for some years. Vimcen was originally 
from Kurseong, West Bengal, and buried 
there and our Nepal community attended 
his funeral.  The Marianists have lost a 
close friend and associate, an absence we 
will feel deeply. The children of southern 
Nepal have lost their great benefactor.  His 
last words to Varghese, “Please take care 
of our children especially the sponsor 
children”. May the educational endeavors 
Vimcen promoted continue to flourish. We 
can be sure Vimcen is united with Fr. 
Chaminade to whom he was greatly 
devoted.  May Vimcen enjoy eternal life. 
 
EIGHT MAKE FINAL VOWS: 
 30 December, 2006 was a very important 
day for the District of India as eight of our 
Brothers made their final vows, our largest 
single group to do so, about noontime at 

Nirmal Deep under clear skies and without the 
usual wind blowing the tent or the candles.  
Approximately 350 witnessed the event. Fr. Dave 
Fleming was the main celebrant, Fr. Pragasam 
received the vows, Bro. Michael O’Grady, Head 
of Religious Life for the Province of the US  
placed the rings on the brothers, Bro. Ed Violett, 
Head of Temporalities for the Society of Mary, 
and Bro. Alex Toppo gave the homily while Bro. 
Dulare Lal was the emcee.  The Novices did many 
tasks with the aid of the MLC: singing, 
decorating, serving, taking care of the microphone 
system and serving the meal shortly after the 
Mass.  The dancers came from REDS, Ranchi and 
Soparam School.  

Our eight brothers: Augustus Surin, Birendra 
Kullu, Kuldeep Ekka, Bhaskar Galleli, 
Raimond Toppo, Chinnaiah Polishetti, Lucian 
Tigga, and Nittamaria Varaprasad each had a 
goodly number of relatives present.  They were 
graciously housed at Nirmal Deep and Gyan 
Deep.   A special debt of gratitude is owed to Bro. 
Michael O’Grady and Bro. Ed Violett for 
preaching the perpetual vow retreat in the cool 
Ranchi countryside of Ashrivad. 
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TRAVELS AND TIMES OF  
AUGUSTUS, BIRENDRA AND 
RAIMOND 

 Augustus traveled to Bangladesh to spend 
three months learning about integrated 
rural development under the guidance of 
Fr. Bill Christensen, but due to the 
unstable political situation in Bangladesh, 
he got a visa for less than two weeks.  He 
is back in India still hoping to get a three 
month student visa for Bangladesh. 

 Birendra arrived in Biratnagar, Nepal just 
as the violence was rampant in southern 
Nepal and stayed there for three days 
before he could move on to Bharaul. He 
was our las t Marianist to stay with Vimcen 
Pokhrel as shortly thereafter Vimcen took 
seriously ill and was taken to Siliguri. 

 Raimond went the furtherest, to Davao, 
Philippines but had the least trouble even 
though it was his first airplane trip.  His 
journey saw him going from Bangalore to 
Singapore and on to Davao.  India’s Prime 
Minister was traveling the same way at the 
same time, but he and other VIPs headed 
for Cebu City did not slow down 
Raimond. Bro. Richard Joyal reports that 
Raimond is settling in quickly, is well into 
Cebuano language classes and is amazed 
at how friendly the people of Davao are. 
Davao is 99 percent Christian with 
Catholics being 84 percent. 
 
MORE ON CHARISM 2006: 
 Bros. Prakash Kujur and Tony Raj 
successfully guided 14 of our temporary 
professed brothers to and from Nairobi. 
They left on schedule from Chaminade 
Nilaya on 11 December after a long 
briefing from their District Superior, all 
packed into the REDS yellow bus.  
Without exception, all were excited with 
their entire experience and seemed to have 
benefited in many ways. Each day of the 
program saw a full schedule of events. 
They missed the final vows of our eight 
brothers in Ranchi but were present for our 

five African Brothers who made their final vows 
on 2 January.  Their last most enjoyable 

experience was getting to stay free in expensive 
hotels in Nairobi and Mumbai, as their scheduled 
flight from Nairobi was cancelled until the 
following day. 
 
DISTRICT COUNCIL MEETING: 
 The District Council began the New Year with 
long meetings 2-3 January.  Many hours were 
spent working out the calendar for 2007.  
Hopefully by now the calendar has reached our 
communities.  We also reviewed the one full year 
in office that the present District Council has 
finished.  A detailed evaluation was made of the 
whole Perpetual Vow preparations and ceremony. 
           
SCOUTING FOR NEW MINISTRIES: 
 In recent weeks Council members have visited 
the following dioceses checking on possible 
ministries and land purchasing possibilities  in 
Ambikapur, Chattisgarh; Bagdogra, West Bengal; 
Buxar, Bihar; and Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. The 
bishop of the new diocese of Buxar, William 
D’Souza, would like for to us start a vocational 
training institute similar to our programs in Barh 
and Patna with which he is familiar.  
Unfortunately the bishop of Kurnool, who was so 
welcoming and anxious to have the Marianists in 
his diocese, died suddenly in January.  Frs. 
Pragasam and Nicky met the bishop of Bagdogra 
on 10 February.  The diocese next to Bagdogra, 



 

Jalpaiguri is also a possibility as we are 
anxious to have an entrance to 
Northeastern India as well as having a 
community closer to Nepal. 
 
BINDA SCHOOL SITUATION: 
We have asked the parish priest of 
Rumtukel and Bishop Tiru of Khunti to 
make a written decision by 30 March, 
2007, about whether they are willing to 
hand over Roro School to the Marianists.  
If the school is not transferred to the 
Marianists, then we will pursue other 
apostolate within the Khunti Diocese, 
especially rural development programs. 
 
BUDAKATA   MIDDLE SCHOOL, 
ORISSA: 
At last the school has been handed over to 
us with Fr. Sylverius Kerketta, SM,  being 
the school managing committee’s 
secretary.  Once that happened we bega n 
renovating the school buildings, especially 
putting on a new tile roof (some rooms 
had no roof at all). 
We are still searching for land for our 
community residence.  For now there will 
be no compound wall around the school.  
Bishop Bilung came to visit the brothers, 
but did not find them home—he did not 
realize they had moved into their newer, 
larger rented residence. In the first week of 
February Fr. Pragasam, Sylverius, Bro. 
Sanjay and Xavier had a long meeting 
with the Bishop.  
 
COUNCIL MEETS WITH THE 
DAUGHTERS OF MARY: 
We met with the four Daughters in their 
quarters at the Ursulines on Purulia Road.  
Since then they have moved into their own 
rented house near the intersection of 
Purulia and Circular Roads in Ranchi.  We 
discussed with them visas, bank accounts 
and sharing with the Marianists our REDS 
ministry.  Other ministries were also 
suggested to them. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, ASSEMBLIES, 
SEMINARS IN USA, ROME: 
 Fr. Pragasam will be a voting member of the 
Province of the US Provincial Chapter being held 
near St. Louis from 2-6 March.  After that he will 
attend the Asian Zonal Conference meeting in 
Japan, and being nearby stop for a visit of the 
Region of Korea, followed by a trip to meet with 
our brothers in Davao, Philippines.  Then in 
October he gets to go back to Rome for the New 
Superiors Seminar.   
The Council has asked Bro. Xavier, Fr. Nicky and 
Bro. Patras to attend the Province of US 
Assembly in Tucson, Arizona from 25 June to 1 
July. In addition Fr. Dave Fleming and Bro. 
Sudhir Kujur will also attend as they already are 
in the States at that time. 
Fr. Ignatius will attend the workshop on how to 
give the Saragossa Retreat Program in Rome from 
19-27 March.   Joining him will be his successor 
as Nirmal Deep Novice master, Bro. Lester. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
 Withdrawals: 
 

 Two second year novices have discontinued 
from the Novitiate:  Mariachinnappan and 
Vinod Johnson. At present we are having 7 
second year and 9 first year novices 

 
 Several aspirants withdrew from the 

Aspirancy programme and at present there are 
17 Aspirants. The District Council requested 
the formation staff not to worry about the 
numbers and to promote who are really 
qualified to live the religious vocation.  
Bro.Johan Kongari is on leave at his home and 
he in the process of discontinuing. 

 
PROGRAMMES: 

 
Bro. Dulare Lal Lucas is doing a four 

month program in Patna at the Atmadarshan 
Center.  
 
 



 

Bro. Vijay did a three week 
program in Patna in February 2007, 
and in Bangalore from 16th – 28th April 
2007 at Asha Kiran. 

 
 Bro. Ananias is doing a renewal 

programme in Pune. 
 

Bro. Tom Oles arrived back in 
Bangalore on 31 January after a 
refreshing sabbatical in the United 
States. Bro. Tom will going to Patna 
for a few months to help with teaching 
English at our Chaminade Vocational 
Training Institute and during that time 
exploring the possibilities of going to 
Bharaul, Nepal. 

 
Fr. Santosh is back at his Binda community 

after his long recovery from his several 
diseases. 
 

Bro. Basant’s Bangalore program ends 20 
March and Bro. Joseph Barla’s on the 25th of 
March. 
 

For all of you missing Bro. Darwin, he 
will return to India in May. 
 

We also expect to see Fr. Iggi in India in 
July during his summer vacation. 
 

 
ANNUAL RETREATS: 
The proposed retreat centres for our annual retreat for this year would be Velankanni and 
Bangalore. The Perpetual Professed will travel to Velankanni Shrine for their retreat 
while the temporary professed will have their retreat at the Franciscan Hospitalier Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception retreat house called Clara Sadan in Carmelaram, 
Bangalore. 
 
VISITORS: 
 
Ms. Patricia (Patti) Reeg, Developing 
Regions Grants Director of the Province of 
the US came to see all the places she is 
soliciting grants for, starting in Bangalore 
on 5 February.  Flight cancellations and the 
Cauvery water issue forced some changes 
in her schedule so she became one of our 
few visitors to miss the Mysore Palace. 
Instead she saw the sights of Bangalore 
with our inexpensive tour guide, 
Bro.Arokia Das, leading the way.  Fr. Allen 
DeLong, S. M., from Hawaii accompanied 
them. Fr. Allen is also teaching Physics to 
the Scholastics and helping with teaching at 
Faustino. After their sightseeing they did 
some heavy shopping with again Arokia 
Das doing the bargaining. From Bangalore, 
Patti flew to Ranchi, then on to Binda, Nirmal Deep, Singhpur, Gyan Deep, Patna, Barh, 
Delhi, Taj Mahal and St. Louis. 




